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PREFACE

Dedicated to examining contemporary issues in their historical and cultural
contexts, the Dakota Conference on Northern Plains History, Literature, Art, and
Archaeology is a signature event of the Center for Western Studies, which
provides programming in Northern Plains studies at Augustana College.

In observance of the 150" anniversary of the start of the Civil War, the
2011 Dakota Conference chose as its theme “The Civil War and the Northern
Plains: A Sesquicentennial Observance.” On April 12, 1861, the Confederate
bombardment of Union-held Fort Sumter commenced, plunging the nation into a
bloody and protracted conflict. Although largely an eastern conflict, the Civil War
and its immediate aftermath changed the Northern Plains in significant ways.
The Center for Western Studies sought papers addressing questions related to
this conflict in a regional context. For example, we asked, what was life on the
plains like during the 1860s and shortly thereafter? How did the Civil War impact
the indigenous and immigrant peoples of the Northern Plains? Recognizing,
also, Augustana College’s sesquicentennial, we welcomed proposals for papers
or sessions on early Norwegian-American settlement in the plains.

The conference’s unique blend of academic and non-academic presenters
has won the support of the National Endowment for the Humanities, which
awarded a Challenge Grant to the Center for Western Studies, citing the
conference specifically as deserving of support. If you, also, value learning about
the past through the lively debate of a conference, there is still time to help CWS
meet its NEH endowment match. Please contact the Executive Director.

Thanks to each presenter and session chair, whose dedication to research
and writing made this conference possible. Thanks, also, to the major
underwriters of this year’s conference, listed on the front cover.

Of the twenty-four sessions, eleven addressed some aspect of the Civil
War or the Civil War era on the plains. Please note, however, that not all papers
presented at the conference were submitted for inclusion here.

Harry F. Thompson, Ph.D.
Executive Director
The Center for Western Studies
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“Over the last century the Great Plains region has been extensively modified to
maximize agriculture production. Measures were taken to maximize crop production
and forage production on rangeland sites. As a result, a tremendous strain has been
placed on this landscape adversely affecting populations of priority species. The
conservation community has actively been delivering conservation measures, but
priority species continue to decline. Over the last 20 years advances in computer
hardware, software, and analytical techniques have provided conservation
practitioners with new tools to effectively deliver conservation, assess impacts of
conservation actions, and evaluate habitat capacity to support target populations.
Much conservation work has been accomplished, but there is much more that can be
done.”

-Great Plains Landscape Conservation Cooperative Action Plan, Opening
Paragraph?

The Great Plains has an incredibly diverse landscape comprised of dozens of different
habitats, and is home to an incredible variety of native species. However the history of intense
agriculture and ecological destruction has left hundreds of native species in serious danger. Of the
few bison herds in existence today, all have been interbred with cattle at some point in an effort to
keep the species alive. The species is now at a point where it could not survive on its own without
human interference. The use and overuse of the land for agricultural production has removed
hundreds of plant species from parts of the Great Plains, simultaneously driving native wildlife
populations out of their natural habitats. Only in the past few decades has the importance of
ecological conservation come to the Great Plains’ consciousness. While great stretches of land are
still used for agricultural production and ranching, current programs encourage green farming and
ranching techniques, making these businesses more environmentally invested. There are also a

large number of large and small-scale conservation and restoration partnerships and programs

1. “Great Plains Landscape Conservation Cooperative Action Plan.” December 2009.
http://www.fws.gov/science/shc/pdf/GreatPlains.pdf, 1.



currently working in the Great Plains region. These programs focus on community participation and
education as well as having a solid grounding in scientific observation. With the help of these groups
and their communities, thousands of acres of the Great Plains will be restored and protected as both
a habitat for hundreds of native species and an opportunity for observation, education, and research
for scientists and students now and in the future. Restoration and conservation on the Great Plains is
making great strides towards an environmentally aware and sustainable future for all of the residents

of the Great Plains.

One of the largest government-sponsored programs for Great Plains conservation is the
Great Plains Landscape Conservation Cooperative. The geographical area of the GPLCC includes
parts of New Mexico, Texas, Oklahoma, Colorado, Kansas, Nebraska, South Dakota, and Wyoming.
The area also includes three formally recognized partnerships that help make up the National Fish
Habitat Action Plan. It also includes Federal Lands such as the Bureau of Land Management public
lands in New Mexico, 11 Fish and Wildlife Service National Wildlife Refuges, USDA Forest Service
National Grasslands and National Forests in six states, as well as lands managed by the Department
of Defense, Bureau of Reclamation, and National Park Service. State-owned lands are also expected
to play an important role in the work of the GPLCC. The majority of the geological area of the GPLCC
is privately owned, so offering incentives that encourage private landowners to manage their lands in
ways that contribute to wildlife habitat values and providing tools that help strategically target those

incentives will be important considerations in the near future.?

2, “Great Plains Landscape Conservation Cooperative Action Plan.” December 2009.
http://www.fws.gov/science/shc/pdfiGreatPlains.pdf, 3-4.



As of the end of 2010, the current participants in the GPLCC are the Bureau of Land
Management, the National Park Service, and the US Fish and Wildlife service.3 This Cooperative is a
new creation and released its preliminary action plan in December of 2009. The GPLCC has a
precise outline for a course of action in regards to conservation. They identify different habitats within
their geographical area and priority species within those habitats. They not only focus on the needs
of the prairie, but also on the importance of every ecological system within the Great Plains, including
the Playa Wetlands, which are the primary regenerative source of the Ogallala Aquifer. Since there
are so many different conservation partnerships already operating within the GPLCC geographical
area, the main purpose of the GPLCC is to unite its current partners with the other partnerships in the
area to all work towards common conservation goals. It will be critical for the GPLCC to invite all
these partners to establish a “rigorous science based conservation platform following the elements of
Strategic Habitat Conservation...[which] include biological planning, conservation design,

conservation delivery, and monitoring/research/evaluation.”

One of the primary areas of research for the GPLCC is climate change and its effect on
different habitats as well as the adaptability of different species to climate change. They are also
looking into expanding their capability for early detection and response to non-native species. Their
primary focus for conservation in their 2010 Action Plan was on the lesser prairie chicken, with goals

of formulating a population-viability model and a molecular genetic analysis to be able to genetically

3 US Department of the Interior. “Great Plains Landscape Conservation Cooperative.” Last modified 4 March 2010.
http://www.doi.gov/whatwedo/climate/strategy/Great-Plains.cfm

4. “Great Plains Landscape Conservation Cooperative Action Plan.” December 2009.
http:/iwww.fws.gov/science/shc/pdfiGreatPlains.pdf, 5.



differentiate between populations and determine which populations are most in need of conservation

efforts.

Because the cooperative is such a young organization, the 2010 action plan doesn’t outline
an exact agenda. Rather, it points out areas where there is a documented need for concentrated
conservation efforts where their resources could make a difference. These suggestions include the
study of lesser prairie chicken habitat delineation (which their partners could then use to improve their
efforts toward lesser prairie chicken restoration), impact of sediments in Playa wetlands (which can be
used to create models outlining rates of sedimentation and its effect on wildlife in those areas),

climate change scenario planning, and the collection of statistically valid monitoring data. >

The action plan then proposes some future projects that, while important to the mission of the
GPLCC, are currently beyond their means. One of these projects focuses on bison herd
management and genetics, with a special focus on bison gene diversity and limiting cattle gene
introgression. Another looks to inventory native fish populations and habitat assessment, as native
non-game fishes are monitored infrequently in Great Plains rivers and streams and many surveys are
likely out of date. They also want to be able to finish the National Wetland Inventory for the area and
produce projected climate induced habitat range shifts for lesser prairie chickens, furthering the

current work and research underway in those areas.®

Instead of rushing headfirst into action, the GPLCC openly recognizes differences in opinion

and approaches to problem-solving, and calls for open dialogue in face-to-face discussion and

5. “Great Plains Landscape Conservation Cooperative Action Plan.” December 2009.
http:/iwww.fws.gov/science/shc/pdfiGreatPlains.pdf, 12-13.
6. “Great Plains Landscape Conservation Cooperative Action Plan.” December 2009.
http:/iwww.fws.gov/science/shc/pdfiGreatPlains.pdf, 15-18.



scientific analysis before major programs are put into effect.” They make reasonable goals and focus
on the importance of research and analysis before action. While the case could be made for the
importance of immediate conservation action, this approach demonstrates responsibility and
awareness of ecological and financial concerns. The importance of recognizing the current state of
the environment the importance of different factors in different habitats and their effect on priority
species is understood and respected. The GPLCC could do more harm than good by rushing in and
trying to change several things at once without a thorough understanding of Great Plains ecology and
the state of priority species. While in some circumstances haste is admirable, in this case the

cautions procession is the more desirable approach and should be encouraged.

Another organization currently working on conservation efforts in the Great Plains area is the
Great Plains Restoration Council. The GPRC is a non-profit based out of Ft. Worth, Texas, with an
additional operation on the Pine Ridge Reservation in South Dakota, and its primary goal is to restore
and protect the prairies and plains through developing youth leaders in Ecological Health. It is unique
in that it focuses on social work along with ecological recovery protection. Through its award-winning
Plains Youth InterACTION program, inner city and American Indian youth leaders work “to protect
and restore new prairie wilderness, and learn to take care of their own health and that of our

communities at the same time, all interconnected.”®

Currently the GPRC protects two prairie and plains reserves. One protects critically
endangered urban tall-grass prairie wilderness in Ft. Worth while the other lies adjacent to the

Badlands National Park in South Dakota. The long-term goal for the Oglala Preserve in South Dakota

7“Great Plains Landscape Conservation Cooperative Action Plan.” 9.
8 “Great Plains Restoration Council.” Last modified November 2010. http://www.gprc.org/



is to help the National Park Service acquire the land and officially integrate it into the Badlands
National Park. The Fort Worth Prairie Park serves as an on-location learning environment for
students from Texas Christian University, University of Texas-Arlington, and the students involved
with Plains Youth InterACTION. The GPRC is also heavily involved in the Cynthia Ann Parker
Wilderness, a new reserve totaling more than 12000 acres in West Texas. The goal for this reserve
is for wild buffalo and other native wildlife to be brought back and allowed to roam completely
unmanaged. The reserve will be protected land, and a new local sustainable economy will be built
around wilderness recovery, wildlife protection, nature tourism, conservation biology, green design,

education, and research.®

The GRPC’s South Dakota headquarters are also far more expansive than the Oglala Prairie
Preserve. The South Dakota office is operated entirely by Oglala Lakota residents, furthering the
GRPC'’s mission to involve communities in ecological awareness and restoration. They are also
working on their Million-Acre Project, which is an overarching, multi-organizational, long-term effort
anchored on Pine Ridge Indian Reservation and expanding outward, and it is geared toward
ultimately tying together and restoring one million acres of wild buffalo plains and badlands. This
territory would include reservation lands, individual fee-simple lands from willing sellers, Buffalo Gap
National Grassland, and the Badlands National Park. The South Dakota GRPC has also entered into
a partnership with the Thunder Valley Community Development Corporation. They work together on
the Pine Ridge Reservation toward mutual Ecological Health goals of bringing buffalo, antelope,
prairie dogs and other native wildlife back and building healthy sustainable communities by jointly

running the Youth InterACTION leadership development program in the South Dakota location. They

9 “Great Plains Restoration Council.” Last modified November 2010. http://www.gprc.org/



are currently working to acquire and restore a new, several thousand acre former cattle ranch that
has excellent connectivity to the South Unit of Badlands National Park and to build, on 200 already
degraded areas, one of the greenest communities on the Great Plains. The goal for this community is
to help Oglala Lakota folks build financial equity, healthier living conditions and live much healthier
lives, while serving as an Oglala-led Ecological Health education lab where youth and adults relearn

and reconnect with the natural world, their culture, and their place within it.10

The GRPC also has plans to spread out and work on creating preserves in three more
locations. Their first new outreach will be a formal partnership with the Katy Prairie Conservancy
together with the Harris County Attorney’s Office to design and implement a program to help the Katy
Prairie Conservancy restore several thousand acres of coastal prairie while providing special
rehabilitative work opportunities to temporarily incarcerated individuals. The Conservancy currently
owns or manages 18000 acres in the coastal prairie region just west of Houston and all of it is in need
of some form of restoration. The conservancy’s goal is to eventually be responsible for a 50000 acre

connected reserve. 1!

They also want to partner with the 5000 acre Wind River Ranch in New Mexico to create a
minimum of 100,000 refuge acres for wild buffalo, black-tailed prairie dogs, antelope, and other native
wildlife in northeastern New Mexico that will eventually become a complete, functioning short-grass

prairie ecosystem. The goal for this project is to protect native wildlife entering into the "extinction

10 “Great Plains Restoration Council.” Last modified November 2010. http://gprc.org/
11 *Great Plains Restoration Council.” Last modified November 2010. http://gprc.org/



spiral" while also offering an economic and cultural driver based on green restoration and

sustainability for a region where 22.4% of the population lives below the poverty line.12

Their third future project is a reintroduction of wild buffalo, pronghorn antelope, and maybe
even critically endangered red wolves back to the few Texas reserves of long-grass coastal prairie
that still remain. Padre Island National Seashore, Aransas National Wildlife Refuge/Matagorda Island
Complex, Anahuac/McFaddin National Wildlife Refuges, and Laguna Atascosa National Wildlife
Refuge are all offered as excellent locations to currently implement such a program. They also point
out that restoring and rewilding these and other areas can offer Green Collar jobs and education

opportunities. 13

A great deal of the success of the GPRC comes from its unification of social and ecological
needs and welfare. Its programs can be defended from both an ecological and a social standpoint.
The GPRC is shown to have a positive effect on troubled youth and incarcerated individuals,
educating them about the environment and giving them the skills needed to maintain an ecologically
aware lifestyle. Simultaneously, it maintains or helps to maintain thousands of acres in preserves
while restoring natural habitats and native species. It shows that using educational programs as a

means of spreading ecological awareness is extremely effective.

In Grinnell, lowa, Grinnell College is also contributing significantly to conservation efforts on
the Great Plains. Their Center for Prairie Studies includes the Conard Environmental Research Area,

a 365 acre preservation area used for teaching as well as for student and faculty research. CERA

12 “Great Plains Restoration Council.”

13 “Great Plains Restoration Council.” Last modified November 2010. http://www.gprc.org



“preserves, and through restoration recreates, a part of lowa's vanishing natural heritage, providing a
resource for the entire college, local schools, environmental groups, clubs, and the general public.”4
The landscape is comprised of woodland, savanna, restored prairie, and wetland habitats, and the
Environmental Education Center is the first building in lowa to have received a Gold Certification from
the U.S. Green Building Council's Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design program. The
mission of the Center for Prairie Studies is to promote a college-wide effort to “connect faculty and
students with our prairie place -- geographically, biologically, historically, and aesthetically. It seeks to
undermine our tendency to ignore the lessons of our own locales, and thus cultivate in ourselves an

appreciation of place, wherever that may come to be."15

As aresearch area, CERA is host to a wide assortment of faculty and student research
projects. Several of their long-term research projects are focused around prairie fire. Faculty
members from the biology department have focuses in a variety of different areas, from evolutionary
ecology and animal behavior, spatial ecology, environmental microbiology and biogeochemistry to
fungal and aquatic biology. CERA is a prime facility for observation and research, and its location
offers a great deal of ecological and biological diversity. The Center offers paid positions for students
interested in working on restoration projects during the summer. CERA acts as both an educational
facility and an environmental preserve, preserving the native landscape while helping to train students

to preserve and restore similar landscapes in other areas.

The success of these conservation and restoration programs relies heavily upon their

dedicated focus on scientific observation, research, and education. Having a solid foundation of

14 Grinnell College. “Conard Environmental Research Area (CERA).” http://www.grinnell.edu/academic/cps/cera

15 “Conard Environmental Research Area (CERA).”
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scientific observation and data enables them to develop achievable goals and create detailed plans of
action that have a far greater likelihood of higher rates of success. Their efforts are not disappointing
in the slightest, rather, they demonstrate great dedication and potential, and give the Great Plains a
hope for the future beyond mega-corporate farms and a decided lack of biological diversity. With the
help of these organizations and invested members of Great Plains communities, major sections of the
Great Plains can be restored to their former glory of ecological diversity and kept that way for future
generations. These preserves give students and researchers a place to study and learn, and the
common goal of an ecological preserve unites Great Plains communities and helps heal social
injuries. These areas allow native species that have been in decline for decades to come back and
achieve stable populations. If it were not for these areas and the efforts of these organizations, the
diversity and grandeur of the Great Plains would be lost, plowed under and farmed for corn or wheat.
Thanks to these organizations, the bison have a presence on the Great Plains and diverse habitats

are once again thriving and supporting life.

11
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SONS OF DIXIE DEFEND DAKOTA
GRANT K ANDERSON
Dakota Territory entered the Union as eleven southern states were departing to establish the Confederacy.
Distant as it was from the scene of sectional conflict, Dakota was occupied by soldiers of this new entity. These sons
of Dixie were now wearing Union blue instead of secessionist gray. Once the flower of the Confederacy, they

preferred the perils of Indian warfare on the Great Plains to the monotony and depravation of a prisoner of war camp.

Hostilities of the Civil war relegated protection of frontier settlers to secondary importance. Troops were transferred
to crucial theaters in Virginia leaving a vast expanse of the Minnesota-Dakota frontier virtually unprotected. On 18
August, 1862, the Santee uprising erupted in Minnesota. Within a week more than 300 settlers had been killed. The

hostile Sioux fled west into Dakota Territory enveloping the entire upper Great Plains in Indian warfare.

Regional political leaders beseeched Washington for military assistance lest “western Minnesota would be ablaze
with Indian violence and the new Dakota frontier would be a shriveling thing in danger of dying at birth.” Dakota
Territorial Governor William Jayne informed Washington, “we must have immediate aid...or else our territory will be
depopulated.” “Dakota was left in a discouraging situation by the removal of federal troops,” lamented the Yankton

Press and Dakotan from the territorial capital.4

Secretary of War Edwin M Stanton reluctantly agreed to address the Indian problem despite recent Confederate

successes. He created the Department of the North West---

encompassing lowa, Minnesota, Wisconsin, as well as Nebraska and Dakota territories, 6 September 1862. Major

John Pope, recently demoted for his loss at the second battle of Bull Run, was appointed departmental commander.>

Union generals voiced a dire need for manpower. Many of their troops three year voluntary enlistments were
nearing an end. Draft calls for replacements generated riots nationwide. Despite this, General Ulysses S Grant’s

logistics called for exerting the North’s superior manpower to press the war to a successful end.6

13



At the same time Midwesterners were demanding additional troops although some congressmen felt they already
had too many. General Pope disagreed. If his forces were reduced, operations against the Sioux would have to be

restricted he argued.

The search for manpower gave credence to an idea championed by General Benjamin Butler. The North held
thousands of Confederate soldiers as prisoners of war. Why not pardon those who agreed to enter the Union Army.
Butler proposed they enlist for three years or until the Civil War ended. President Lincoln endorsed the experiment 2

January 1864 and authorized enlistment of rebel prisoners into units designated as United States Volunteer Infantry.”

Butler, as commander of the Department of Virginia and North Carolina, controlled one of the Union’s largest
prison camps. Camp Hoffman, on Point Lookout in the southern tip of Maryland, was barely five feet above sea
level. Per President Lincoln’s directive, every prisoner was individually interviewed by recruiters seeking “erring
brothers who were willing to repent.” One thousand Confederates, one eighth of the prison’s total, “swallowed the
pill", and enrolled the first four months of 1864. Harsh prison conditions, and the use of Negro guards at Fort
Hoffman, among other factors led to their switching sides Colonel Charles Augustus Ropes Dimon was placed in

command by his fellow Salem, Massachusetts resident General Butler.8

The First United States Volunteer Infantry was labeled “a very excellent regiment” by General Ulysses S Grant.
He ordered the regiment to Dakota instead of the South because “it is not right to expose them where, to be taken
prisoner, they must surely suffer as deserters.” By virtue of Special Order 217, dated 6 August, 1864, the Union
commander assigned it to Milwaukee, headquarters of the Department of the North West. The directive was
countermanded as the regiment boarded a New York Central train for the trip westward. Only four companies would
proceed to Milwaukee. The other six were rerouted to St Louis, hence up the Missouri River, for service in Dakota
Territory. There they would serve with General Alfred A Sully’'s Northwest Indian expedition as replacements for the

30t Wisconsin Infantry.10

14



Colonel Dimon chose companies B, C, D, E,H, and | for deployment in Indian country. Subsequent orders
assigned the 600 former prisoners of war and their youthful commander to Fort Rice in the far northern reaches of

Dakota. An Indian trading boat, the Effie Deans, was retained to transport the unit.!

The vessel disembarked 27 August 1864 for its ascent of the Missouri River. At the helm was John LaBarge, a
veteran steamboat pilot. His craft methodically chugged upriver at the tedious rate of 45 miles per day. Desertion
had reduced the ranks by 5% prior to leaving St Louis. One would expect a higher rate in light of the regiment’s
unorthodox composition. Pro Union North Carolinians drafted into Confederate service accounted for 40% of the
troops. Virginia, (26%), Georgia (10%), and Tennessee (8%), added substantial numbers of these white washed
rebels. The remainder were categorized as “men of no principle and were as much at home under one flag as

another,” plus “foreigners, who found themselves by ....circumstances in the rebel army.”2

Exactly a month out of St Louis the journey came to an abrupt end. A sandbar five miles below the mouth of the
White Earth River, in present south central South Dakota beached the Effie Deans. The marooned Galvanized

Yankees had no alternative but to march nearly 300 miles to their outpost.

IIl prepared for this development, Dimon moved his command “in heavy march order,” toward Crow Creek Agency
some 30 miles upriver. Rations were limited to “two hard crackers and two tablespoons of coffee grounds and sugar
mixed daily,” supplemented by “three fourths pound of pork every four days.” This Spartan maneuver raised doubts

whether life in frontier service surpassed that of a prisoner of war camp.3

The command reached Crow Creek Agency 30 September and bivouacked three days before continuing to Fort
Sully, six miles below present Fort Pierre, South Dakota. By chance, Colonel Dimon’s superior, General Alfred A
Sully and his Northwest Indian expedition were camped nearby. Sully inspected his replacements and adjudged
them “in poor condition to make a march at that time of the year without shelter or suitable transportation.” He
transferred supplies and 32 sets of six ox teams to Dimon with a directive to guard the livestock as these “pinto

buffalo” were highly coveted by the Sioux.14

15



The following morning, 8 October, the transplanted Confederates set out on the final leg of their journey. The
topography was portrayed as “...barren and desolate as land around the Dead Sea.”> Colonel Dimon’s diary
reveals many troopers afflicted by “acute dysentery” or the “Dakota quickstep as it was branded. Four Galvanized
Yankees perished from drinking stagnant water in creeks. Two more were killed by Indians when they strayed from

the main column.16

Ten days of “hard and tedious marching” brought the First United States Volunteer Infantry to Fort Rice. Total
elapsed time from Maryland to Fort Rice had been eight weeks.!” The presidio, located on the west bank of the
Missouri River eight miles above the mouth of Cannonball River in present east-central North Dakota, had been
established the previous July by General Alfred A Sully. The facility covered five acres of land 100 feet above the

river. “100 men, well provided, could hold it against all the Indians in Dakota Territory,” boasted one military man.18

The 510 x 500 foot rectangular bastion was constructed by the 30t Wisconsin Infantry from cottonwood logs hewn

6 x 8 feet, one story high. Dimon estimated the facility only a quarter complete when they arrived.1

General Sully regarded the youthful commander “one of the best disciplinarians and most energetic men” he had
encountered. Colonel Dimon needed both qualities to command his sons of Dixie deep in Indian country. They

faced the prospect of garrisoning an unfinished outpost, under supplied, with winter approaching.?

The unit began its occupation of Dakota cutting timber, operating two sawmills, and providing themselves living
quarters. These barracks were simple cottonwood huts with earthen roofs. Details of men, “perfectly insane on

hunting,” scoured the terrain for game.?

Life amidst “the civilization of the dark ages” as one Confederate dubbed it, quickly became mundane.? Although
his battle tested troops “deemed an Indian and his warfare an object of sport and ridicule,” their commander thought
otherwise.z The death of Private George Townsend while on a hunting detail led to a 29 November 1864 directive
declaring “all armed Indians...on the west side of the Missouri River will be regarded as enemies...and if possible

killed.” 24
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An autumn accentuated by “soft winds and dreary hazy skies” belied Dakota’s environment.2> The winter of
1864-65 would be the severest endured by the Galvanized Yankees. The most formidable foe they would battle was

not the Sioux---it was winter's double edged sword of cold and disease.

December temperatures plunged to -34. February produced -40 readings. Guards were relieved every quarter
hour but still suffered frostbite and frozen extremities. Severe blizzards compounded such misery. Snow engulfed

Fort Rice necessitating sentry posts with stoves being mounted on top of the barracks.2

The struggle against extinction imprisoned soldiers in their quarters. An epidemic of cabin fever made even
routine activities such as visiting outdoor sanitation trenches bothersome. Frigid temperatures notwithstanding, a
directive stated “urinating in the immediate vicinity of the Fort” could result in arrest. Cold weather caused suffering

but no member of the First United States Volunteer Infantry succumbed to it.2

A shortage of rations dogged the regiment from its’ arrival in Dakota. Low water and later ice closed the Missouri
to supply boats until spring. A 500 mile overland journey to Sioux City, nearest supply point, was unthinkable.
Soldiers described as in poor condition that fall, were no match for a foe many left prison to avoid---disease. A

meager, unsavory diet, devoid of variety occasioned scurry to invade.

The gravity of the situation appears in Colonel Dimon'’s report to headquarters 1 March 1865. He requisitioned,
“sour kraut, pickles, and desiccated potatoes,” for his subordinates.2® Fifty two men, including hospital steward
William H Merriman, late of the 60t Tennessee Volunteers, were victims of the enervating disease. His only medical
officer, an assistant surgeon, was among the 186 men stricken with scurvy. Since their arrival on the frontier, the
galvanized Yankees had experience only hit and run attacks by small bands of Sioux. It was ironic that their first
confrontation was to occur after the collapse of the Confederacy they had originally sworn to defend. 14 April 1865,
the day Abraham Lincoln was assassinated, 200 mounted warriors attacked a herding detail within a quarter mile of
Fort Rice. They succeeded in capturing 68 head of livestock before being repulsed. Two weeks later 300 hostiles

attacked a horse herding detail within a mile of the post.
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Dimon’s post return for April 1865 illustrates the grim reality of frontier service. He painted Dakota as “an
uncivilized, out of the world, country.”® Eighty-eight percent of the casualties at Fort Rice that month were from
natural causes. Indians killed two Galvanized Yankees whereas disease claimed 15. Departmental headquarters

learned 223 troops, 48% of the remaining regiment, were sick and unfit for duty.30

Amidst these conditions, accusations off misconduct arose. Fool Dog, “who sensed the economic opportunities
offered by an injection of federal money into the Dakota economy,” operated a tepee of ill repute across the Missouri
River from Fort Rice It was charged the cooks were regular patrons exchanging foodstuffs for women’s favors.3!
Dimon investigated but could not substantiate the charges. Nor could he explain the disappearance of nearly a

thousand gallons of whiskey from the post over a six month period.

The gaunt regiment accomplished little more that winter than to defend its position and make peaceful overtures
to the Indians. Their commandant, who knew “but little of Indian ways,” assured his superiors the “war spirit among
the Indians is broken.” A few hostiles he felt were “incited by Confederate agents...coming by way of Canada and

the Red River of the North” were all that remained. The changing seasons proved Dimon’s hypothesis incorrect.32

The month of May was a mixed one for the garrison. Indian harassment was constant. But warm weather
sprouted wild onions on the landscape. The Yellowstone, first steamboat of the 1865 season, reached Fort Rice 9
May. Aboard was a supply of potatoes for the withered men. A more balanced diet hastily emptied sick beds. Six

weeks later only 11 cases of scurvy, all recovering, were noted by Post Surgeon George Herrick.33

As they returned to duty, members of the 15t USVI sought to ease their loneliness. A printing press left behind by
the 30t Wisconsin was rejuvenated to publish a post newspaper. Volume I, Number 1 of the Frontier Scout
appeared 15 June, 1865, making it one of the first newspapers published in northern Dakota Territory. Captain

Enoch A Adams, Company B, a “frank, genial, pleasant gentlemen,” served as editor.3*

The Frontier Scout contained news of military affairs, steamboat traffic, original feature stores and poetry. Its

columns offer a glimpse of how the Galvanized Yankees perceived themselves and their surrounding:
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Why is Dacotah like the Missouri River? It is and never will be settled.

The only green thing in Dacotah? Those that go there.®

One southerner requested if killed he be buried deeply so that wolves, allegedly “as large as year old calves,” could

not reach his remains.3 Other articles sought to dispel such fatalistic notions with thoughts of home and loved ones.

The hostile population in the vicinity swelled until Fort Rice was virtually under siege. The Indians, said one
soldier, “knew as well as we that a mile from the post they may with the utmost audacity shout defiance.”" Their
gathering was occasioned by an invitation from General Sully to hold a conference in mid-July. An estimated 300
lodges assembled on both sides of the Missouri River by the time Sully arrived 13 July. Among those were several
Hunkpapas, the most militant Sioux band. Over 100 other lodges of this band stayed several miles away fearing the

powwow was a trap.

Colonel Dimon joined Sully at the council’s opening session 16 July. That evening he ferried his superior across
the Missouri for a banquet. As the craft landed, a ceremonial cannon salute Dimon ordered was discharged. This

action, meant to honor Sully, drew his wrath. The Hunkpapas fled, certain the artillery was aimed at them.38

Sully had hoped to negotiate a settlement to avoid open warfare but Dimon’s action made this impossible. It
reinforced Sully’s contention, voiced earlier to General Pope, that Dimon was “too young—to rash—for his position.”39
Accordingly, Dimon, “a down East Yankee”, was dispatched to Washington and “an older and cooler head,” Lt
Colonel John Pattee of the 7t lowa Cavalry was placed in command.*® A “moccasin shod frontiersmen”, known to
the Indians as “Big Heart", Pettee was a veteran Indian campaigner. He found “just dissatisfaction prevailed among

the soldiers” under his command.4

Among the Hunpapas fleeing the council was Sitting Bull—who was just beginning his ascent to prominence. An
advocate of all out war, he circulated among hostiles along the Knife River claiming the military had massacred those

at the council and calling for the destruction of Fort Rice.
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Sitting Bull and The Man That Has His Head Shaved gathered a war party of 500 to 2000 warriors dependent

upon the source consulted. Early on the morning of 28 July 1865 they fell on Fort Rice.

John Pettee gathered his company commanders, “without knowing their names,” and ordered skirmish lines
established, “none to go more than 200 yards from the fort.”#2 The ensuing “fight in its detail covered a field of over
two mles” and was contested in typical Plains fashion of mounted Indians swirling around dismounted infantrymen. A
veteran of frontal assaults on southern battlefields remarked, “they deem us without horses and proper arms, as only

subjects of sport and derision”.#3

Artillery support was ordered by Pattee. The twelve pound guns “belched terror at the natives.** A well placed
shell prompted one trooper to remark in his southern jargon the Sioux “dropped like a half cooked hoe cake from a
darky's hand."> The attackers, who regarded artillery shells as “living, shrieking demons”, sought safety behind

Roaring Butte.*6

The Galvanized Yankees repelled the “most vigorous battle ever fought by Indians in Dakota,” boasted columns in
the post newspaper.#” This contention is difficult to accept in light of the fact the Army lost only two men while Indian
casualties were estimated at 10 to 12. These figures hardly bear out Editor Adams’ exhortation that “Fort Rice had

added a day of glory to its calendar that will give it a name and fame in the annals of Indian warfare."8

The account may have read infamy instead of fame had General Sully not shuffled commanders at Fort Rice. The
Galvanized Yankees prevailed by holding a defensive position and employing superior firepower as Lt Col John
Pattee directed. Aware of the Sioux's love of ambush he ordered his troops not to proceed beyond Roaring Butte.
Dimon had learned his military tactics on Civil War battlefields. This, plus his impulsive nature, suggests he would
have given chase in hopes of defeating the hostiles. Had he done so, Dimon would have suffered a fate reserved for

Colonel William Fetterman eighteen months later near Fort Phil Kearney.

Sitting Bull’s role in the battle is open to controversy. Whereas the military accorded him high accolades,
Hunkpapa headmen branded him a coward. Iron Horse and Grindstone contended Sitting Bull led the attack on the

herders, stole two horses, and retired from the field. For this tactical error he counted no coups. Instead, Sitting Bull
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was whipped and “only lived by the little end of his little finger.”*® This Teton court-martial chastised its assault leader

for derelict of duty. The horses he claimed as plunder were killed by his disgruntled warriors.

Diminished hostilities spurred thoughts of mustering out. News of the Confederacy’s defeat bred restlessness
among the 1st USVI. Why must they languish in their “Siberian exile” while comrades left behind in Point Lookout had
been released by Presidential order 6 June? The Secretary of War on 2 June, 1865 ordered all Galvanized Yankee
units serving in the Department of the Missouri to be discharged at once. Major General John Pope was strongly
opposed, arguing forts in Dakota would have to be abandoned as a result. General Grant concurred with Pope and

on 15 June authorized retention of the former POW troops in Dakota.>

Those affected made their position known in a letter penned by 2n Lieutenant Herman Braun. A South Carolina
veteran wounded at Gettysburg, the German immigrant requested he and his comrades be discharged so they could

return home and tend to their families. Their plea feel on deaf ears and their deployment in Dakota was extended.

An editorial in the local press conveyed the mood among troops as “an ungovernable curiosity to visit the theater
of this vast volcanic eruption (the Civil War) to see even the worst, to know whether their families have escaped the

shock of whether their Penates are but blackened cinders on a desolate heart.”!

Garrison life magnified its discomforts. A heavy thunderstorm saturated earthen barracks’ roofs dripping mud on
the inhabitants below. “Our food has been stolen, our coats and boots eaten, and our sleep disturbed,” moaned a
column in the Scout. 52 The villain was an ever increasing rat population which was eradicated post haste. On the
other hand, troopers were powerless to repel a grasshopper invasion which consumed the post garden in five

minutes.

Confirmation that their vexation was winding down arrived at Fort Rice 26 August 1865. A relief column was
enroute from St Louis. The men of this forgotten fort became as happy as "the ancient Jews when they crossed into

the Promised Land” on receipt of the dispatch.53
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Morale swung from depression to anticipation and reflection. Their feelings were captured poetically in the “Song

of the First United States Infantry:

We are going home, o'er Missouri foam,

Where the ruddy sunlight flashes,

To the sunny south, from the land of drouth

For Rebellion burned to ashes.

Not with grief, but with joy that hath no alloy

No longer as traitor we're branded

We have wiped all disgrace from our name and race

We are soldiers with honor disbanded.5

The author branded them, “the first fruits of a reunited people...a link between the North and the South. Let us prove

it is a golden line and not baser metal,” he implored.5

A contemporary found them to be “...a much better class of men then | supposed. They have been schooled in
the most thorough discipline of both armies, and are brave and even reckless. | have met with no troops whose
deportment towards officers as well as each other was more gentlemanly, none who as much neatness in their
personal appearance, none who discharged their duties with greater cheerfulness and alacrity,” than the transplanted

Confederates.>®

The Galvanized Yankees took their long awaited departure of their prairie Devil's Island by steamboat 11 October.
The ease of their exiting was in marked contrast to their entrance of a year earlier. They descended the Missouri
River to Fort Leavenworth where the former Confederate prisoners of war terminated their commitment to the United

States Army 27 November 1865.
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The First United States Volunteer Infantry performed creditable, albeit brief, service garrisoning the Great Plains.
This deployment, in the words of the Sioux City Registrar, doomed the unit ..."to the bootless fate of seeking glory in
border warfare, rather than upon the great national battlefields of the Civil War.” 5 The novel regiment's obscurity

notwithstanding, it fulfilled the need for which it was created.

Antagonism from a second foe necessitated the recycling of Rebel prisoners into Union infantrymen. Their
mission was to hold a Dakota beachhead against the Sioux Nation. An assessment of the First United States
Volunteer Infantry can be constructed from the adjectives contemporaries used to describe them. A composite of
these gleaning would read: “excellent soldiers” whose “unadulterated patriotism” made them “brave and even
reckless.” Led first by a political appointee, and later a veteran Dakota campaigner, these Galvanized Yankees
exhibited the fortitude necessary for their tour of duty. Danger on the Plains transcended hostile Indians.
Commendations are not given out for privation of battling disease. If they were, the 15t USVI would have been
among the most decorated units in the Union Army. However, material rewards were few for the southerners who
spent 13 months defending Fort Rice against the Sioux. That they were veterans of both Civil War armies is largely
responsible. The South turned its back on these men and Yankees denied them membership in the Grand Army of
the Republic. Their unique background, however, should not be allowed to obliterate the fact they served with honor,

if not distinction, on the Dakota frontier.
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Preface

I have decided to start my presentation with this ancient tale of the Coteau lake region in which Roslyn was
situation and could be titled, “The Mystique of Pre-Roslyn.”

In the South Dakota County - Volume Il (pp.162, 163, 164) by Effie Florence Putney C.R. 1927, taken from
the “Reporter and Farmer” May 5, 1926, the name ‘Enemy Swim’ suggests the legendary history of that lake. The
story, told and retold for many generations around Dakota campfires has been changed sometimes in the telling, so
there are a number of different legends.

Chief Checkpa, who had verified the legend by talking with older Indians, believed that the story had been
handed down from father to son for four hundred years. Following is the Indian legend as he told it: During the early
years of their westward journey, a band of Sisseton Dakota were encamped on the north shore of the lake near the
bay now called Shepherd’s Bay. A party of Chippewas were encamped “a days journey north”. A scouting party of
eight rode from the Chippewa camp to the high point of land north of the lake. From that point they could see only
three tepees of Sissetons. The others were hidden in the ravine. Among the scouting party was an Indian who had
lost his wife. It was the custom in those days that an Indian who lost his wife could not marry again unless he brought
an enemy scalp into camp. The widowed brave was out looking for an enemy scalp so that he might take another
bride. The three tepees of Sisseton Dakota looked like a good opportunity to secure the coveted scalp. The scouting
party of Chippewas dismounted and advanced along the lake shore, but by the time they discovered that the whole
ravine was filled with Sisseton tepees, the Sissetons had seen them and cut off the retreat to their homes. No hope of
escape was left to the Chippewas except by the lake, so the eight braves plunged into the lake and swam to the
island which lies toward the south. The Sissetons surrounded the island and killed seven Chippewas as they

attempted to swim away. The eighth was captured alive and adopted by the Sissetons with whom he stayed the rest

of his life. So the Sioux called the lake Enemy Swim and the settlers adopted the name, preferring it to Lake Parker,
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the name given by the government surveyors in 1869. On the shore of Enemy Swim an Indian church now marks the
spot where the Sisseton Dakota first met the white soldiers and made a peace pact.

My knowledge and experience of the northeastern South Dakota community of Roslyn spans a period of
twenty years — 1941-1961. This period may represent the apex of the development of the community. In 1939 it had

a population of 250, 85% of which were Norwegian-Americans.

The Americanization of Roslyn

The migrations from Norway that began in earnest from 1850 on resulted in many Norwegian communities
throughout the United States being formed. Norwegian boys who left Norway had “Amerika Feber” and could not
tolerate the two or three year delay required for compulsory military service at age 18. From immigration embarking
points in New York, Quebec City and Chicago many people left for the Midwest where ample land-possession
opportunities were available. Taking advantage of the Homestead Act and unalloted railroad land, they pressed
westward with these opportunities in mind. Most of the first settlers followed the Wadsworth trail west from the
Mississippi River through Sauke Centre and Morris to Browns Valley, Minnesota. The area around Browns Valley
was utilized because it was an easier transit route between Lake Traverse and Big Stone Lake. Many moved from
western Minnesotan communities to Dakota Territory by ox train. Family possessions were loaded in the wagons and
the family members walked behind controlling the cattle, hogs, etc. After occupying some land, which was usually
determined by a previous trip of the men, they walked to Watertown and filed on the land. Gradually, farms
established and small centers of commerce were usually created near main trail intersections. The trading posts or
stores consisted of a general store where cream was traded. Later country creameries collected cream which was
processed and shipped out by wagon and later by railroad. Fort Wadsworth had been established in 1864 with the
name changed to Fort Sisseton in 1876 because of a conflict with a fort by that name in New York. The pioneers also
sometimes traded with the fort.

Taken from pages 110-111 of the “Roslyn Diamond Jubilee 1914-1989,” in 1896 the promotion of
Norwegian language and culture was a major project in our home and community. In summer, whenever a

Norwegian language teacher was available, we would have six weeks of Norwegian school. We studied reading,
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writing, dictation and Norway'’s history and cultures. Classes were usually held in the public school building which
was otherwise unoccupied. If there were any concern about the ethics of this, such as now exists for use of Spanish
in classrooms, we never heard of it. The church services were conducted in the Norwegian language. We used to
say that, “there were no foreigners within 20 miles — they were all Norwegians.”

The roads in those days were usually two well worn tracks with grass growing between. In 1912 Rev.
Hammer purchased an automobile. It was the first car in the area and to pass a horse-drawn vehicle on the road was
quite an experience. When the horses began to rear at our approach the driver would jump out and hold them by the
bridle until we got by! But it wasn't long until the Model T's filled the church parking space, formerly occupied by
horses with buggies or wagons. Later when RFD mail delivery began, farmers occasionally had to break open deep
snow drifts so the mailman could make his rounds. In especially bad storms it sometimes required two days for mail
delivery.

In the early years farmers paid their township taxes by working with their horses on road constructions,
especially to build grades across nearby sloughs.

This nascent commercial activity was consolidated in Roslyn after 1914 when the Soo Railroad arrived from
Veblen, South Dakota. The railroad engineers liked to construct on high ground because of the many sloughs in the
region. This proved very adequate for a townsite. The Scenic Route Townsite Company purchased the townsite from
Severin Farmen. On August 17, 1914 the land was surveyed and plotted into lots, blocks, streets and alleys. On
August 20, 1914 lots were auctioned off. Before the end of the year, many buildings were moved in and a number of
new ones were erected. A meeting was held to arrange for a town well. In October of 1914, drilling began on this
well. The train depot was erected in the fall of 1914.

After the first well went dry in 1915, a new well was drilled and a cistern was added for storage, and a
windmill for pumping. Roslyn’s first light plant was installed in the town hall in November, 1916. Electricity was
supplied from 6 p.m. until midnight daily and also on Monday forenoons. Continuous daily service became available
on November 12, 1925 from Otter Tail Power Company of Fergus Falls, Minnesota. The buildings that were moved
into the new town were sometimes fairly large. They were pulled inch by inch over fields, through fences and crossed

other famer’s property. The moving was done with chains and pulleys and several teams of draft horses. It is
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interesting that people lived in the building when it was being moved. The house would lean during the moving
process which gave the feeling of sailors walking on a ship deck during rough seas. A person could watch the
progress of other buildings being moved at the same time their building was moved. Many possible detours could
occur if a farmer refused to let the building go through his land. A building could also get stuck in a slough leaving the
owners with the possibility of cutting the building in two, move each half separately and join them back together in
Roslyn. This happened to the Baukol Store. Imagine eating lunch with the building swaying hither and yawn.

Roslyn is an interesting study because it incorporates early pioneering activities and conditions such as
shallow well-drilling, mud streets and temporary board sidewalks. Most of this activity occurred in 1914 and 1915,
relatively late to have pioneer-like starting conditions. Because of the period, conditions improved quickly (from
“Changes That Years Brought” History of Day County, 1981 P. 773). As Ruth Baukol Ogren, my aunt, and daughter
of pioneer merchant Henry J. Baukol, recalls the Norwegian-Americans retained many dietary choices from the past.
Barrels of herring, black cod, dried codfish and lutefisk were common items. Cheeses such as pult-ost, gjet-ost and
primost were popular items. Tobacco products such as Plug, Brown’s Mule, Horse Shoe and J.T. had to be cut when
sold. Snuff was an important item which needed to be kept fresh, if possible. More than a few rolls of snuff were
ordered by telephone and delivered by rural mail carriers. Longhorn cheese was kept in a case and cut in wedges by
a cutter made to fit the large, round piece of cheese. Whole bean Peaberry coffee that was often ground in the store
filled the building with a wonderful aroma on a busy Saturday afternoon. Beans, sugar, cranberries, macaroni,
oatmeal, rice, tapioca, pearl barley, raisins, prunes, dried apples, sago, candy and pickles were items that had to be
packaged before being sold. Bulk foods made much work for the clerks. As a child | was intrigued watching these
products being purchased and used. | marveled at the “bachelor” houses which were extremely small evidently
designed for one person’s habitation. A number of single persons lived in Roslyn of both sexes; the females usually
living with other family members. The first board of education met on November 9, 1915. At that time, Roslyn children
where transported to District #194 southwest of town, where Olga Holman was the teacher. Four adjoining rural
districts were consolidated. They were Raritan, Grenville, Nutley and Liberty. In 1916, a four-room brick building was
erected. In the fall of 1916, Roslyn Consolidated School began its first term. The first teachers were John Olsen,

Hilda Baukol, Anna Amundson and Manda Hustad. The first bus drivers were Hans Larsen, Carl Hanse, C.J. Wells
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and Alfred Baukol. The buses were high with a chimney coming out through the side or top, drawn by horses. They
also used wagons with canvas covered tops. These were used during the winter with runners so they could be driven
through snow. In 1922 a four room addition to the school was added on the north to the original four rooms. At that
time a four year high school began. From 1922 to 1942 the school mascot was the pheasant with the school colors
being black and orange. From 1942-2009 the colors were red and white and the mascot was a Viking.

The red and white colors symbolize the complete Americanization of Roslyn.

To provide you with a feel for daily Roslyn life in the thirties and forties, | have included the following poem
by Edwin Ronshaugen taken from page four of Webster's newspaper the “Reporter and Farmer” dated Wednesday,
June 3, 1964.

Mail Carrier Task Reviewed in Rhyme
A Mail Carriers Poem
(Written in 1937 by Edwin Ronshaugen,
Mail Carrier on Roslyn Route One 1918-1950.
Mr. Ronshaugen died in March 1950.)
This early morning when | arose
| washed my fingers and my nose
My better half prepared the fare
Which we in peace sat down to share
The good old clock says half past eight
Must hurry now or I'll be late
To office | proceed with haste
Go right to work, no time to waste
There is Pearl & Hilda & Martin tall
Prepared to answer every call
We sort our mail with haste and skill
Go out on the road each box to fill
The weather for thirty years I've fought
And many changes have been wrought
Each lad and lassie who then said “| do”
Now proudly