Augustana College
Chapel of Reconciliation

Adam Norenberg

15 February 2008

I want to begin today with some numbers for you to think about:

2,103,795 minutes; 126,227,704 seconds

This is the amount of time that we put from when we cross the steps of Bergsaker and Solberg,
until we walk across the stage as Graduates. 4 years. The work and sacrifice that each person
puts in is unique to themselves, and yet there are constants that remain despite the differences.
We will all be tempted, and we will all grow older. Temptation comes in many forms,
temptation to drop that 8 am class, because it is just too early. Temptation not to read that last
assignment because they really can not expect us to know all that information. Every time we go
home, time passes. I see friends that have grown older, the town around me continues to change
and grow before my eyes. But the temptation that I speak about is the temptation to lose who we
once were now that we are on our own.

These things are real in everyone’s life. No matter who you are or where you have come from,
there are two constants in my mind: we will get older, and we will be tempted in our lives.
Though many say that getting old is not always good, I have found that it is not all bad. Many of
you here know me pretty well, and I will be the first to admit that I am not the most mature
person, but I think that I still have time. And also through this time, I have learned that
temptation is not necessarily a bad thing either. It can lead to new friendships, once in a lifetime
opportunities, and even a chance to do something a little wild. Rather it is temptation that
changes us, that our gospel discusses.

Genesis 3: 1-7

! The serpent was more clever than any of the wild animals the Lord God had made. The serpent
said to the woman, "Did God really say, "You must not eat the fruit of any tree that is in the
garden'?"

? The woman said to the serpent, "We can eat the fruit of the trees that are in the garden. * But
God did say, "You must not eat the fruit of the tree that is in the middle of the garden. Do not
even touch it. If you do, you will die.""

* "You can be sure that you won't die," the serpent said to the woman. ° "God knows that when
you eat the fruit of that tree, you will know things you have never known before. You will be
able to tell the difference between good and evil. You will be like God."

® The woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good to eat. It was also pleasing to look at. And
it would make a person wise. So she took some of the fruit and ate it. She also gave some to her
husband, who was with her. And he ate it.



We are tempted by the devil to go against what is inherently true to us. The devil tempts us to
prove God’s worth and power to ourselves and once again we fall short. We have a hard time
being out of control. Please do not mistake control for calmness in one’s life, for I think we can
all agree that all our lives are not always calm. But rather, it is knowing that God is in our lives.

It is the knowledge that as we go through life, God is with us that truly makes us who we are. He
is there on the mountain tops, and he is there in the valleys. When I came to visit Augustana, my
mother asked me what I liked about it. I told her that I felt like I belonged, and that is what set it
apart for me. There are times when I feel alone, when I feel the weight of temptation bearing
down on my shoulders. We have all been there. But looking back, I think that I was lead here
because not only was God here with me during these times, but the people that I would meet.
You here people say when they are asked why they come here, that they came because it felt
right. I was one of those people, and looking back at the experiences of the past 4 years, I can tell
you now what it meant. I can see now that I never truly felt alone while being here. The friends
that I have met and the experiences that we have shared have shown me these friends are always
there for you, just as God is.

We may be taken places at times that will push us to the brink, but knowing that God is with
there too makes it bearable. 4 years. 4 years is the time in which we believe that we leave the
comfort of our homes and families and begin to create a new purpose and understanding for
ourselves. Classes, lectures, jobs, friends, and countless other events and moments help mold the
person that we are becoming, and yet not trying to lose that which we left behind. It is the
temptation to try new things and to live life to the fullest that can lead us away from God, but
knowing that God never leaves our side helps us return to where we want to be if we have lost
our way. Just when we think God is not there, he does something that will completely change
the scope to which we see the world. I know that as I go through life, I might not always know
where [ am going, but I know where I have been and I know where I want to go, and having the
faith to trust in God is good enough for me.
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CAMPUS MINISTRY ANNOUNCEMENTS

SEMINARY REPRESENTATIVES - Tuesday, February 19"
representatives from all eight ELCA seminaries will be at Augustana.
At 10 AM you may hear the distinctive programs of study at each.
Individual appointments for exploration and discernment are
available throughout the day. Contact Carol, x5403, to make
appointments, or sign up on the Narthex table.

FAIR TRADE CHOCOLATE SALE - Tuesday through Friday
(12" - 15™) - Commons Concourse - 10:30 am - 1:00 pm



