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The first reading is from Exodus Chapter 24 verse 12.

The Lord said to Moses, “Come up to me on the mountain and stay here, and I will
give you the tablets of stone, with the law and commands I have written for their

instruction.”

Here ends the reading.

The second reading is from Mark Chapter 10 verses 14 through 16.

He said to them, ““let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the
kingdom of God belongs to such as these. I tell you the truth, anyone who will not
receive the kingdom of God like a little child will never enter it.” And he took the

children in his arms, put his hands on them and blessed them.

Here ends the reading.

One of my favorite days each year is the day during spring or summer that I notice

all the different shades of green. The grass is a massive sea of Kelly green spires.



There are forest green bushes and sage plants. Each individual leaf even seems to
have its own shade, everything from moss, to olive to jade. It happens at different
times and places each year, but it’s always on a bright sunny day. I think the
reason I love this day so much is because on this day, I feel very present to the
world around me. On this day I am in awe of nature and of God, because on this
day, I actually spend time noticing what is around me and what is happening at this
specific place and time in my life. On this day, I’m not worrying about how much
I have to do later, or how excited I am about something that I’'m going to be doing

tonight. On this day, I am thrilled to be right where I am and right when I am.

Unfortunately, this kind of day doesn’t happen for me very often, and I’'m guessing
it doesn’t happen often for many people. School seems to add to this feeling of
always thinking about next year instead of today. I remember my elementary
school teachers saying that they were preparing us for middle school, my middle
school teachers saying they were preparing us for high school, and my high school
teachers saying they were preparing us for college. And of course we all know that
college prepares us for the “real world.” What is the “real world” anyway? Why
1sn’t right now the “real world?”” I think it is. Every experience and stage in life is
just as important as any other for shaping us into who we are. Now is real, next
year is real, elementary school was real, and 40 years from now will be real. So

we should treat each day as if it actually matters.

When Jesus blesses the children in the passage from Mark, he doesn’t say “I’'m
blessing you now so you’re ready for 5™ grade next year.” He blesses them just as
they are right then. He knows that that moment, just the same as every other
moment of their lives, will help to define them, so they should be happy with who
they are then, not who they will be next year. I think one reason that Jesus loves

children so much, and tells us we must be like them to enter the kingdom of God is



because children live in the moment. They laugh and cry and play because of what
1s happening now, not because of what might happen. They don’t spend all their
time planning or worrying about tomorrow. They are able to see the world around
them as it is, not as it might be or even as it should be. And in seeing that, they can

see God.

A few years ago, the Washington Post did a study to see if people would actually
stop for just a minute if there was something beautiful right in front of them. They
decided to put a brilliant musician in a Washington DC subway station. On the
morning of January 12th, 2007, Joshua Bell, one of the best musicians in the world,
an artist who can command up to $1,000 a minute, played some of the best violin
literature ever written on one of the most valuable violins in existence right inside
the L’Enfant Plaza Metro Station. In the 43 minutes that he played, almost eleven
hundred people walked by, and only seven stopped to listen for at least one minute.
Many didn’t even notice because they were so focused on getting to work, or
because they had headphones on to block out everything other than their chosen
playlists. The journalists at the Washington Post learned several things from their
experiment, but the observation I found most striking was that every single child
who walked by pulled against his parent’s arm, wanting to see and hear more. And
every parent pulled his child away, probably not even acknowledging the beauty
his young one instantly recognized. I’'m sure each of these parents had a valid
reason for wanting to hurry — they needed to be at work, or get their child to
school. But was it worth 1t? Billy Collins once said that “all babies are born with a
knowledge of poetry. Then life slowly starts to choke the poetry out of us.” What
is life without poetry, music, beauty, blessing? Is all of our time spent planning the

future worth it if it means we don’t have time for the gifts of God?



Planning and having dreams and focus is not a bad thing, but it can be if it means
forgetting about the importance of today. If we spend so much time thinking about
later, then we’re never fully present to our lives, our surroundings, or our God right

here and now. In his video Everything is Spiritual, Rob Bell points out that in the

passage from Exodus, the verb that is translated “to stay” actually means “to be.”
So what God is really saying to Moses is “Come up on the mountain, and then be
on the mountain.” Sounds a little redundant right? Where else is Moses going to
be if he’s standing on top of the mountain? But God knows that Moses is going to
spend a lot of time and energy climbing up that mountain, and once he gets to the
top, actually probably before he gets to the top, he’s going to start thinking about
how he’s going to get back down. And in this process, he will never be fully
present to God on top of that mountain. Can you imagine having the opportunity
to meet God face to face, and passing it up because you were too focused on the
challenges ahead? However, I think most of us do this just about every day. We
don’t notice the beautiful flower blooming next to the sidewalk. We use all sorts
of things like shoes, headphones, and umbrellas to insulate ourselves from the

world instead of exposing ourselves to it.

Many times we are so focused on the future, or so stuck in the past that we’re
never fully aware of who we are now. Sometimes I'll have an idea about what I
want to do after I graduate and that’s all I can think about. All I focus on for a
while is how great that will be someday. What if I do all of this, and miss some
clue right now that’s telling me how to get there? What if I spend all my time on
this dream and miss some sign right now that’s telling me what I really want to do

1s something completely different?

One of my favorite theologians, Barbara Brown Taylor, helps me illustrate this

point — “No one longs for what he or she already has, and yet the accumulated



insight of those wise about the spiritual life suggests that the reason so many of us
cannot see the red x that marks the spot is because we are standing on it. The
treasure we seek requires no lengthy expedition, no expensive equipment, no
superior aptitude or special company. All we lack is the willingness to imagine
that we already have everything we need. The only thing missing is our consent to

be where we are.” There it is again — we can see God when we decide TO BE.

Another point she makes in her book An Altar in the World is that “when someone

asks us where we want to be in our lives, the last thing that occurs to us is to look

999

down at our feet and say, ‘Here, I guess, since this is where [ am.”” Why are we
never content with where we are? Even if we achieve the position we always
wanted, we may be happy for a few days, or even a few months, but eventually, we
want something more or at least something different. This reminds me of a kid I
met one time who was working at a gas station or a fast food restaurant. I don’t
remember when or where it was, but I noticed that he seemed excited to be
working that day, even though gas station or fast food employee doesn’t usually
seem like an ideal job. I said something about it and he said with a smile “If I have
to be here, I might as well be here.” What a great attitude to have! This is
someone who probably wasn’t where he wanted to be for the rest of his life, but he
was living life as it was, and because of that, he was having a much better time

with it than any of his co-workers who were, I’'m sure, just waiting for the day they

could move on to a better job.

So what does it look like to be more present to now? I think it’s a person
who sees what is really around her, both the good and the bad. It’s a person who
notices the poverty, the injustice, and the pollution in the world, and works to right
these wrongs, but who is also able to see and appreciate that there are some

wonderful things in our world. It’s a person who is able to plan, but only because



she is able to take hints about her future from what she sees and feels today.

Maybe a good practice for learning to live in the present is to remove some of our
physical insulators sometimes. Walk barefoot through the grass. You’ll be much
more attentive to where you are stepping when you can actually feel your
surroundings. You’ll notice the sticks on the ground, and the dozens of ants
carrying a leaf across the lawn. You’ll notice a small flower that ended up far from

the garden. You’ll notice creation.

When we are not solely focused on where we want to be, and instead allow
ourselves to just be where we are, allow ourselves to take an active role in the
journey that is bringing us somewhere, we can see God. We can see what
blessings God has given us. A lyric from one of my favorite bands goes: “I guess,
I am blessed, but sometimes it’s just hard to see it as such.” It’s not hard to believe
that if all we can think about is what we want to achieve or have in the future, or
what life was like in the old days, we can miss the blessing of today. When we
spend time actually focusing on our journey rather than where the journey will get
us, we can notice the beauty and the blessing of that journey. We can notice the

shades of green. We can notice life.

So, where I want to be in my life is at Augustana College, at the end of the first
week of my last year here. No, I’'m not ready for graduation yet, I’'m ready for

today. On May 21, 2011, I’ll be ready for graduation.



MORNING WORSHIP
Friday, September 10, 2010

PRELUDE

WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS

INVOCATION

HYMN “Earth and All Stars” ELW #731

PRAYER

SCRIPTURE Exodus 24:12; Mark 10: 14-16

SERMON “To Be” Kayla Rockwell, Sr. Spkr.
Hometown: Sioux Falls, SD
Major: Business and Classics

SONG “What a Wonderful World”

LORD’S PRAYER

BENEDICTION/DISMISSAL

POSTLUDE

Thank you to everyone who participated in worship today

CAMPUS MINISTRY ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRAYER RETREAT - “Retreat in Daily Life.” Faculty, staff and students
are invited to a weekly prayer “retreat.” The guide is a book created at
Creighton University to adapt the Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius for daily
prayer. We meet each Thursday at 10 AM beginning September 16 for
prayer, discussion, discovery and support.

ROMAN CATHOLIC - Mass is usually offered at 10 am on the first
Tuesday of the month. This month with the start of the school year, the date
for Mass is Tues., Sept. 14, 10 am in the chapel. Fr. Tom Anderson from St.
Joseph’s Cathedral will preside. Also we’ll walk as a group to Christ the
King on Sun. Meet at the Commons Circle at 9:30 am.

CAMPUS MINISTRY STAFF - Students lead every part of our ministry !
Two positions on staff and several musicians are available for members of
the freshman class! Pick up an application in the campus ministry office and
return it ASAP!

CAMPUS MINISTRY INVOLVEMENT - There are many ways to be
involved in campus ministry. Please fill out the sheets on the Narthex table
and return them to the chapel office.



OUTREACH - Groups of students lead worship and youth retreats across
the region. A great way to get acquainted with a smaller group of students of
all ages with a modest time commitment! (see the Outreach table at the
Activity Fair!)

SERVICE TRAVEL -Service includes local involvements and advocacy
and travel to such places as Pine ridge Reservation (fall break), New York
city and other storm stricken parts of the country through Lutheran Disaster
Response.
CHAPEL SCHEDULE

Sunday (12™) - Worship, 11 am — Pr. Paul
Monday (13"™) — Morning Prayer, 10 am
Tuesday (14™) — Roman Catholic Mass, 10 am

- Activity Fair — Commons Patio, 5-7 pm
Wednesday (15™) — Holy Communion, 10 am — Pr. Paul
Thursday (16™) — Prayer Retreat begins, 10 am
Friday (17"™) — Worship, 10 am — Nicole Lauck, Sr. Spkr.

Augustana Student Congregation Welcome Statement

Come to me, all who believe, all who wonder, and all who don’t know
what to think;

All who are joyful, all who suffer, and all who are complacent;

All who are homosexual, or heterosexual, or bisexual, and all who
simply don’t know;

All who are male, all who are female, and all who are transgender.

Come to me, all who are young, all who are old, and all who know no age;
All who are black, or white, or brown, or tan, or yellow, or purple, or blue,
or red, and all combination of hues;

All who give grades, all who receive grades, and all who wish there was a
better way;

All who love, all who long to be loved, and all who do not know love;

Come to me, all who are healthy and all who are unwell;
All who hurt and all who are hurting;

All who judge and all who are judged;
All who feel included and all who feel left out;

Come to me, all. 1 will give you rest. Come as you are. You are welcome.



