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Have you noticed, in your com ngs and goi ngs around camnpus
the | ast few days, a scul pture of three ows standing back to
back? This scul pture is, nore or less, in the center of canpus,
and | like to think that it represents what Augustana College is
all about.
This scul pture was created over two decades ago by
| egendary Augustana art professors Pal ner Ei de and Ogden
Dal rynple and is entitled "Hi ndsight, Insight, and Foresight."
The citation at the base of the sculpture is fromthe biblica
book of Proverbs and counsels "seek ye wi sdom and gain

understanding.” O in a nore contenporary translation: "get
wi sdom get insight."

This counsel fromthe wi sdom of teachers of ancient Israel
suggests that wisdomis different from know edge. W sdom | eads
to understanding or insight. Wsdomis not nerely the
accurrul ati on of facts and theorens, the acquisition of dates and
experimental data, or the recitation of information wthout

appropriate interpretative context. Unlike know edge, w sdom

| eads to a deeper, nore profound understandi ng of both human



nature and the nature of our world. It offers insights into
rel ati onshi ps between people, relationships between humans and
their environnment, and rel ationshi ps between all aspects of
creation and their Creator.

Not only do they advocate for the attai nnent of w sdom but
t he Hebrew wi sdom sages also inquire into the process by which
wi sdomis obtained. Hence one of the wi sdomteachers who
contributed to the book of Job asks the pertinent question:
"Where shall w sdom be found?" Since this Israelite w sdom
t eacher posed the question over two mllennia ago, the answer--
obvi ous maybe to us--was not Augustana College. Instead this
anci ent sage considers a variety of options, rejecting each one
in turn. The sage concl udes that w sdom cannot be m ned from
the earth |ike silver; nor can it be recovered fromthe depths
of the sea. Wsdom cannot be purchased for gold, neither can it
be exchanged for jewels. Its price exceeds that of pearls.

Where then is wisdomto be found? If we today were to
entertain this question of the ancient sages regarding the
| ocati on of wi sdom how would we respond? |s w sdom found
through the nore traditional printed word-in the Harry Potter
canon or in the collected works of Shakespeare; or is w sdom
somewhere on the internet, in cyberspace—en You Tube, My Space,
or Face Book? O is it in our ACT scores and our GPA? |Is

wi sdomin our mssion statenments and our business plans? Maybe



wisdomis in the liberal arts curriculum or even then perhaps
only one specific academic discipline. 1Is it in the acadenic
program or in service learning projects? Is it in the
traditional classroom or in travel abroad experiences? Is it
in the sequence of courses for a nmgjor, or in an individual
course syllabus and reading list?

Where shall w sdom be found? The Ei de/Dal rynple scul pture
of fers other provisional answers. M friend and col |l eague Steve
Thomas recently hel ped ne understand the history and
significance of the ow sculpture. |Its creators intentionally
placed it next to the Commbons in the center of the canpus to
encourage us to ponder the greater purpose of a college
education. Oiginally it was in a garden. Built-in benches at
the bottom of the scul pture invited people to sit and
contenplate the | ocation of wi sdom at Augustana Col |l ege. These
original intentions, as with nost original intentions, have been
conprom sed. The garden is now nore of a concrete patio.

Al t hough the built-in benches remain, they have been displ aced
by separate, wooden and even plastic benches. Even with the
di spl acenent and the conpronising of original intentions, the
owW sculpture itself still invites us to consider the |ocation
of wi sdom on our canpus.

Apart fromtheir role in the Harry Potter novels as

nmessengers, the ow is a traditional, cross cultural synbol of



wi sdom This scul pture has three ow s: one representing the
wi sdom of hi ndsi ght, one representing the wi sdom of foresight,
and one representing the wi sdom of insight.

The ow representing hindsight faces the Humanities
Bui | di ng and beyond that the El man Center. As such, the ow
seens to be wondering what wi sdom can be | earned fromthe
accurul at ed experience and historical perspective of the
humanities and fromthe athletic traditions of fitness,
conpetition, and recreation. Wat insights come through
literature and | anguages, through religion and theatre, through
the visual arts and the skills of verbal conmunication? Wat are
t he connections between a healthy body and a wi se m nd?

The oW representing a foresight faces the Madsen Center
and G | bert Science Center. At the feet of this ow is a baby
ow. The foresight ow then seens to be contenplating the
future of this baby owl. How will research in psychol ogy and
econoni cs, chenmistry and bi ol ogy shape the future of this young
oW ? What will new understandings fromthe social sciences
contribute to the way we think about ourselves and our world;
and in what ways will new discoveries fromthe natural sciences
change the lives of both young and old alike?

The oW representing insight faces the adm nistration
buil ding. The eyes of this owl are interesting. They are not

open wi de, but squeezed together in a squinty-eyed skepticism as



if wonder: is there really wisdomin the adm nistration
building? 1s there wisdomin vision statenents and strategic
pl ans, in marketing | ogos and brandi ng sl ogans, in advancenent
brochures and enrol | nent projections? Wat wisdomis there in
adm ni strative decisions regarding the future of the college?
Where then shall w sdom be found: through insight emanating
from adm ni stration; through hindsight preserved by the
humani ties and athletics; through foresight spawned from
research in the social and natural sciences? The w sdom sage of
Job finally concludes: “God understands the way to it, and the
deity knows its place.” On the basis of this conclusion, this
anci ent teacher’s advice to humans is: “truly, fear of the Lord
is the beginning of wisdom” Let’s pause for a nonent for a
footnote on this phrase “fear of the Lord.” On one hand the
phrase is not as threatening as it m ght seem and on the other
it is even nore conmanding. It is not as threatening because the
Hebrew word typically translated as “fear” does not nmean “be
terrified of God.” Acquiring wi sdom does not nmean | ooking for a
big rock to hide behind. Yet it is even nore commandi ng since
this great Hebrew word “yara” is better translated not as “fear”

but as “reverence,” reverence in the sense of “belief in,

“trust in,” and “conmitnent to.” Reverence for God, belief in
God, trust in God, conmtnent to God, is the beginning of

wi sdom



Fromthis biblical perspective the quest for w sdom
originates through a responsive relationship with God. Consider
what this nmeans: if the attainnment of w sdombegins with a
reverence for God, then study is a sacred act. Along with the
chapel, the classroomis sacred space. The library is sacred
space. Al our study spaces are sacred. Werever we study we
are in the presence of God.

Reverence before God is the beginning of wisdom Notice
that this key phrase in the wisdomtraditions of the Bible says
only beginning, not end. The quest for w sdom begins with God,
but it does not end there. Biblical religion is never just
about you and your relationship with God. It always includes
our relationship with other people.

Hence when the w sdom teachers of Proverbs introduce their
t eachi ngs by asking the very basic questions: “why study?” and
“why acquire w sdon?” here is how they answer: through study and
the acquisition of wisdom they assert, the student "gains
instruction in w se dealing, righteousness, justice, and
equity." If we are to be successful inlife, we will interact
with others on the basis of justice and righteousness. These
are key biblical ternms which specify an active concern for the
wel | -being of others. Froma biblical perspective, the w se
person lives not only in a responsive relationship with God but

in a responsible relationship other people. Wsdomis not so



much |l earned as lived out in a just and equitable relationship
wi th ot hers.

Where then is wisdomto be found? The answer fromthe
perspective of the biblical wisdomtraditions is: in a
responsive relationship to God and in a responsible relationship
to other people. Gven this, | hope that the answer is also
August ana Col | ege. Through our pursuit of w sdom not just
attai nment of know edge, | hope we grow fromthe hindsight
perspective of the humanities and athletics, | hope we pursue
new under st andi ngs through the social and natural sciences, and
| hope we benefit fromthe insights of President Qiver and his
adm nistrative team Exactly howthis is acconplished is up to
us. Wether we have been here for days or for decades, the
Ei de/Dal rynple owW scul pture invites us to contenplate our own
acqui sion of whatever wisdomis to be found at Augustana
Col | ege.

WIIl we accumul ate the technical know edge for buil ding
weapon systens, or will we acquire the wisdomto negotiate
peace; will we learn the techniques for engineering a corporate
t akeover, or will we gain the wisdomto enact a social justice
whi ch protects the rights of all individuals; will we graduate
seeking wealth and status for ourselves, or will we venture

forth fromthis place to serve others in the world community.



In the days and weeks and even years ahead, | urge you
ponder these and other simlar w sdom questions as they rel ate
to your education. 1In so doing | invite to take advantage of
this gift of the oW sculpture in the center of our canpus: sit
on its stone benches, gaze out across the sight lines of the
three ows, and reflect on how you will live out its notto “seek

wi sdom acquire understanding.”



