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I ntroduction

Oneof the hot books on the market hasbeen The Purpose Driven Lifeby Rick Warren. | hear Paul in hisletter tothe
Romanstoday writing about the Spirit Driven Life. | suppose one could draw aconclusion fromthosetitlesthat the
Purpose Driven Life appearsto be more my decision and the Spirit Driven Life more God’ sdecision, which issome of
my L utheran theology showing thismorning. | want to consider Paul’s Spirit Driven Liveswith you thismorning.

Brendawas ayoung woman who wasinvited to go rock climbing. Although shewas scared to death, shewent with her
group to atremendous granitecliff. In spiteof her fear, she put onthe gear, took hold of therope, and started up the
face of that rock. Well, she got to aledge where she could take abreather. Asshewashanging onthere, the safety
rope snapped against Brenda' seye and knocked out her contact lens.

Heresheison arock ledge, with hundreds of feet below her and hundreds of feet above her. Of course, shelooked
and looked, hoping it had landed ontheledge, but it just wasn’t there. Far from home, her sight now blurry, shewas
desperate and began to get upset, so she prayedto the Lord to help her find it.

When she got to thetop, afriend examined here eye and her clothing for thelens, but therewasno contact lensto be
found. She sat down, despondent, withtherest of the party, waiting for the othersto makeit up theface of thecliff.

Shelooked out acrossrange after range of mountains, thinking of that Bibleversethat says, “ Theeyesof theLord run
to and fro throughout thewholeearth.” Shethought, “Lord, you can seeall thesemountains. You know every stone
and leaf, and you know exactly wheremy contact lensis. Pleasehelpme.” Finaly, thegroup waked downthetrail to
the bottom.

At the bottom therewasanew party of climbersjust starting up theface of thecliff. One of them shouted out, “Hey,
you guys' Anybody loseacontact lens?’

WEell, that would be startling enough, but you know why the climber saw it? An ant wasmoving dowly acrosstheface
of therock, carryingit!

Brenda sfather isacartoonist, and when shetold her Dad about theincredible story of the ant, the prayer, and the
contact lens, hedrew apictureof anant lugging that contact lenswiththewords, “Lord, | don’t know why you want me
tocarry thisthing! | can'teatit, andit'sawfully heavy. Butif thisiswhat youwant metodoI’ll carry it for you.”

| lovethat story. Itillustratesfor me something of what it meansto liveaSpirit-drivenlife. “For al who areled by the
Spirit of God arechildren of God. For you did not receive aspirit of davery tofal back intofear, but you havere-
ceived aspirit of adoption.”

Sowhat doesthis Spirit drivenlifelook like? | want to speak about it inthreeways: first, our weaknessisour strength;
secondly, we' |l lead unpredictablelives; and thirdly, wewill betaken in directionswe do not wishto go.

| Our weaknessisour strength

Spiritud giftsinventoriesaretherageinthechurchtoday. Everyoneneedsto know their spiritual strengths. God gave
usstrengthsfor areason. That’'show weare going to make our biggest contributionsin lifenaturally. But theHoly



Spirit operatesinawholedifferent frameof reference. Our biggest contributionsin lifeare not going to come out of our
strengths, but our weaknesses! How does scripture put it? God's strength ismade perfect in our weakness. Wewill
blessothersout of our strengths naturally, but our biggest blessingson otherswill be made through our weaknesses
supernaturaly. It'sthe power of the Spirit that makesthese biggest blessings happen. It isnot our doing.

Someonehassaid: “God doesn’t ask usif weareable, God asksif we' reavailable.” Or assomeoneelsehasput it:
“God doesn't call the equipped, God equipsthecaled.” Orinanother form: “ God doesn't call the qudified; God
qudifiesthecdled.”

In scripturethereisone consistency that’s so obviousit’sblinded us. the Spirit chooses peopleto do great thingsthat
they’renot qualified or gifted to do. Nowonder thefirst reaction of those being summoned to lead isto turn away from
thejob, andin some cases, eventoturnthejob down. It'salmost asif...if youfed qualified to dothejob, you don't
get thejob. Tak about turning thingsupside down.

Takethecall of Moses. Yahweh saysto Moses: “Moses, | want you!”
“I’'mhere, Lord. What do youwant mefor?’

“I want youto stand up to the greatest political and military forceintheworld, and totell himinnouncertainterms, LET
MY PEOPLE GO!”

How did Mosesrespond? Did hesay, “ Oh, thank you Lord. I’ vebeenwaiting for thismoment my entirelife. Thisis
precisaly wherel scored highest on my spiritua giftsinventory. Thank you somuch.”

No, that’snot how it went. Rather, Mosessays, “Whoaml...? Areyoukidding? You’ vegot thewrong man. You're
asking metodotheprecisethingl’mNOT giftedin. Infact, I’ ve got aspeechimpediment that preventsmefrom

sayinganythingclearly...”

“NOWAY, Yahweh!”
AndYahweh says, “I know thereisn't away, Moses. There’sno way you can do thisonyour own strength. But my
promisetoyouisthis: | WILL MAKEA WAY.”

If wearelivingaSpirit drivenlife, wewill find oursel vesin situationswhere our only recourseisn’ t to trust in our own
strength, but to trust in the promises of God and the power of theHoly Spirit.

I We€'ll lead unpredictablelives

In John 3:8 weread that thewind blowswhereit willsand you can' t tell from whereit comesand whereit goes. Since
theword for spiritispneuma, whichistrandated wind, | have alwaysthought thisversewasabout the Spirit. Butit's
not. Let’slook at it again, carefully. “ Thewind blowswhereit chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not
know whereit comesfrom or whereit goes. (Takenote of thelast sentencenow). Soitiswith everyonewhoisborn
of the Spirit.” Thisverseisabout thosewho lead Spirit-drivenlives. If our lifeisbeing driven by the Spirit, there'sone
thing that can be said about us: we' re unpredictable. We can't even predict what we' regoing to do next. We'relike
thewind, you hear the sound of it, but you don’t know whereit comesfrom or whereit goes.

Why isthat? It'sbecausewe arewindblown. It’'sbecauseour lifeisunder the control of the Spirit. How dowe
respond if someone asks, “wheredo you seeyourself fiveyearsfromnow?’ 1f we cantell themwherewe |l be or think
we'll befiveyearsfrom now, thenwhoisin control of our life? Thereisonly oneanswer to that question about where
we'll befiveor tenyearsfromnow: “| havenoidea. | trust and obey the Spirit.”



There'sno way the disciples could have known what wasin storefor them on that first Pentecost when this sound of a
violent wind disrupted their quiet, and then to have divided tongues of fireresting on each of them. Spirit-drivenlives
areunpredictable.

11 Wewill betaken in directionswedo not wishtogo

Perhapsoneof the greatest testsof whether we areliving in the stream of the Spirit iswhether wearegoingin directions
wewant to go. Canyou giveevidenceof certain pointsinyour lifethat you have veered off thefavorable path for the
narrow pathsthat take you in uncertain places? Think right now: when wasthelast timeyou weretakeninadirection
you did not wishto go. Maybeit wasdown the path of grief and despair inthe untimely loss of aloved oneor ajob, or
the pushtovisit someoneyou really don’t want to see.

You see, Spirit-driven peoplewill end up being takenin directionsthey didn’t wish to go. That was Jesus word to
Peter after the resurrection, when he confronted Peter about whether Peter loved him or not. Hetold Peter “to follow”
and just beforethat he said to him hewould be taken where he did not wish to go.

Isthat ascary thought, or isit part of the adventure of being Spirit-driven?

A clergyman was having acup of teawith M other Teresa, and referring to her famous ministry he asked, “What isyour
greatest problem, Mother?” Shequickly replied, “ Professionalism.” Hewas shocked by her answer, and sensing that,
shespelledit out.

“I havefivesistersgetting M.D. degreesand afar greater number getting R.N., L.PN. and M.S.W degrees. But a
funny thing happens. They comeback from their education and are concerned about titlesand officesand parking
privileges. Sol takeall of that away from them and send them to the hospice of thedying. Therethey hold people's
hands, and pray withthem and feed them. After six monthsof that, they typically get things straight again and remember
their vocation to beaspiritua presencefirst, and aprofessiona presence second.”

Arewewillingtoyield ourselvesto the Spirit, allowing God to use our weaknesses, making our livesunpredictable, and
being willing to go wherewedon't wishto go? Thereisan exciting adventure out thereif wearewillingto be Spirit-
driven. Look what happened in Jerusalem onthat first Pentecost.

Thisfall at Our Savior’swewill bedoing 40 Daysof Purpose, using Rick Warren’sbook, The Purpose Driven Life. |
believethat experience hasthepotentia to stir thisplace up with Spirit-Driven Lives.




