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Hello again everybody! It is now in the heart
of Summer and we are very busy indeed!
On July 19, we have our annual Human
Race fundraiser. I am sure we will see many
of you out there walking or running for
Family Connection! If you absolutely can-
not walk or run, you may find a pledge card
easily available around town. If not, you
may call us at 357-0777 and we will get
one out to you immediately!
Last year Family Connection
came in second in the overall
fundraising for this event, and
Ann Marie Rossing came in
second in the individual
fundraisers. So, this year let’s
see if we can top that! At the
very least, let’s top what we
brought in last year!

In December of 2002 we had
one of our first fundraising
mailings. The response was phenomenal!
You all came through like the angelss we
know you are! Unfortunately, this is now
July, six months later and the gifts only go
so far. Maybe we could all look under our
angel wings and see if  there is a little some-
thing extra tucking in someplace to spare
for this wonderful ministry?

I do want to thank everyone for the pre-
cious gifts we receive every day...gifts like
an air conditioner; quilts, escape ladder, and
of course, treats! The guests really appre-
ciate the effort you put into making them
feel safe and welcome in this “Home away
from home”. Thank you all so very much!

Come drive by our Hospitality House and
see what a wonderful job our “Little Japa-
nese Gardener”, Yoshi has done! The flow-
ers and landscaping is a wonder to behold!
We owe many thanks to the Springfield
Prison Greenhouse and SETI for the beau-
tiful plants.
On Friday, May 23rd a group of youth from

Our
Ongoing
Mission...

To provide
temporary shelter,

emergency
supplies, services

and support
to the families

of inmates in an
ongoing effort to

facilitate visitation,
and strengthen
the family bond.

L et each new blossom
   peeking out at the

      sun remind you of angels
 luxuriating in Heaven’s light.
 Then lay your head back, feel
   that same sun on your face,
     count your blessings, and
enjoy the luxury the angels do.

North Lake Preston came bearing plants,
garden tools and spirit! They planted flow-
ers , weeeded, tilled and sowed grass seed
all day. A family that had previously stayed
here was invited back to tell these youth
their story. We fed just about 30 people that
day! A volunteer angel cooked, fed and
cleaned up for us. It was a truly heartwarm-
ing day to see all these children of God

working together for a com-
mon goal. Thanks to you all!
You did a stupendous job!

A veil of sadness covers
Family Connection. A very
enthusiastic volunteer, Nan
Nygren, lost her battle with
cancer on Sunday, June 8th.
She truly personified the
“Hospitality House” with her
heart of gold, her ready smile
and infectious laughter. We

will miss her. I am sure she and my brother
are having a good laugh together as they
polish their haloes!

Dorothy Richards
Executive Director

July 19, 2003
Falls Park
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In the New Year, 1995, I began an applica-
tion for our tax-exempt status.  With the help
of my friend Tacey Braithwaite, who is an
attorney, I was able to accom-
plish finishing up the 1023 appli-
cation in January.  In order to rise
funds, this was a needed step and
something I had never done, but
in March of 1995, we were ac-
cepted with a 501(c)3 status.

In February, there were two
meetings and a flurry of activ-
ity, getting our post office box
#100.  I was amazed by that ran-
dom number assigned to us, so
perfect and easy to remember.  We had $236
in contributions, and I began writing grant
applications.  St. Marks Lutheran Church
with the help of Cathy Brechtlesbauer of-
fered Family Connection its Lenten Offer-
ings that year.  We began to explore prop-
erty options and operating procedures.

Our next steps were to begin looking for ways
to begin raising funds in earnest. Pastor Leroy
and I had begun a fairly heavy schedule of
speaking.  Pastor Iseminger’ help to begin to
make the project known state wide came
through his work with Prison Congregations
of America and the newsletter that St.
Dysmus sent out.  He highlighted the hospi-
tality house project which brought in requests
for speakers and donations. One of the first
places at this point that I spoke was in Hudson
SD for the WELCA.  The care and warmth
of that group toward the project encouraged
us greatly.

I spoke for the East side Rotary in March
and at that time I met Mike Flynn, of Flynn
Outdoors, who promised that when we
found a house, he would design and erect a
sign for the ministry.

The group working on this project seemed
to expand.  We lost some interested individu-
als and others became more involved. In the
April meeting, we realized that there was a
variety of thoughts about how the direction
for the ministry should go.  Some wanted to
expand the mission into other areas like open-
ing a hospitality room and housing male in-

mates who are newly released and others.  It
was decided that we needed to keep our mis-
sion and focus clear and limited in order to

do a good job. The group
agreed that our focus would
be on the families of those
with an incarcerated loved
one and providing a place
for them to stay

 Phyllis Fromelt became the
secretary for our group and
Linda Mellegard handled
our finances.  I remember
sitting in the youth room at
Our Savior’s with Phyllis

writing thank you notes to the kind people
and churches that were helping Family Con-
nection become a reality.  Phyllis’s daugh-
ter Katherine played quietly with stickers and
artwork while her mom and I worked.
There were countless hours of volunteer
time put into the numerous administrative
tasks that needed to be done.  A few people
who remained committed and gave of their
time without recognition or remuneration
did these jobs for the first three years of
actual operation of the house.

I wrote a grant to the Sioux Falls Area Foun-
dation during the month of May in the hopes
that we would find the funding to get a place
to begin our work.

During the summer, our focus was on
fundraising and finding a piece of property.
We found out in May that Family Connec-
tion was the recipient of a New Ministries
Grant from the national headquarters of the
WELCA.  I believe that the Women of the
ELCA helped open the first door for this
ministry to happen.

I thought I knew the best location for the
house!  It made sense to me that we should
focus our looking near the penitentiary so
that the families would be close to the prison.
Linda Mellegard, Phyllis and I spent many
days looking at properties, houses and op-
portunities in the area.  Ted Thoms actively
helped us to look.  We looked at old
churches, the old Humane Society site,
places in the trailer park, empty lots and

many homes in the area.  Nothing was right.

Finally, while driving around in the area, we
spotted a duplex that might work.  I called
the realtor Karen Meyer and when I ex-
plained our purpose for the house, she said,
“I have just the right place for you, I think
God has His hand on this.”  She was right,
there on the corner of 7th and Minnesota,
across from the bus depot sat a beautiful
place that was to become the home of Family
Connection.  The beautiful Victorian house
with a cupola and wrap around porch would
become a dignified welcoming place for the
families who would come.  The owner, Roy
Tepley, would not sell the house unless we
agreed to purchase the house next door as
well.  He was willing to sell it to us on a
contract for deed for $110,000.  Paying with
this method, we would not need a down
payment, and we would not deplete our
funds.  Shortly after we began to explore
this house, I was again asked to speak at
the West Niederos church.  I was delighted
to tell them that we found a place and be-
cause of what happened when I spoke there
the first time, we now could afford to buy a
place.  Negations happened quickly and I
signed a Contract for Deed for 303 North
Minnesota and 414 West 7th avenue.  I still
smile as I think that I signed my name on
that deed not really knowing whether or how
we would pay it off.  God had a plan and I
did not worry.  (In hindsight probably very
naive of me, but that is what drove me, I
didn’t see all the pitfalls that could happen
because I did not have enough experience.
So I forged ahead in blind faith!!)

About this same time, Pastor Roger
Fredrikson asked me to invite Betty Unruh
to join him on his television show, “A Fresh
Cup of Coffee with Roger”.  I was able to
share how Family Connection came about
and what our mission was and Betty spoke
about her life situation as the mother of two
children with a spouse in prison.  This ex-
posure helped us gain more recognition in
area churches and the greater community.

After a couple of months of negotiations and
clearance from the city to provide this ser-
vice with the help of Jay Hammrich who

con’t on page 5

Ann Marie Rossing tells of the beginning of Family Connection. This history will continue throughout its tenth year- 2003.

Ann Marie Rossing
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Greetings from Family Connection! We are
right in the middle of a very busy June. Al-
ready this year we have had over 200 adults
and over 100 children. We have served over
300 meals!! Reservations for the rest of the
Summer are already coming in so we will
be a busy house!

While we are always hosting
new families we were lucky
enough this year to have three
familiar faces come at the
same time this June. Three
of our annual moms staying
at the Hospitality House at the
same time. We have a mom
from New York, a mom from
California and a mom from
Massachusetts.

Each year these ladies make
a yearly trip to visit their sons in the peni-
tentiary and this year their trips happened
to coincide. I have always wanted them to
meet since they are in similar situations and
I knew they would all get along so well. We
had a wonderful time visiting, reminiscing
about previous stays, sharing recipes, swap-
ping photos and enjoying Barbara’s, our
mom from Massachusetts, home cooking.

Jennifer Koepsell

Family Connection StafFamily Connection StafFamily Connection StafFamily Connection StafFamily Connection Staffffff
Dorothy Richards Executive Director
Jennifer Koepsell Hospitality Director

BoarBoarBoarBoarBoard of Dird of Dird of Dird of Dird of Directorsectorsectorsectorsectors
President .......................................Mary Montoya
Vice President ........................... Bonnie Gregerson
Secretary .................................... Maureen Schultz
Treasurer .....................................Connie Matsuda
Members ..................................Mary Ann Giebink
................................................... Patty Hollenbeck
.................................................... Leroy Iseminger
.................................................. Leonard Johnson
...............................................................Steve Lee
........................................................ Linda Pashby
............................................................ Traci Smith
...................................................... Nancy Thomas
............................................................. Terry Welk

I look forward to their visits every year and
am overwhelmed to be able to sit around
the dinner table and share a meal with these
people that mean so much to me. They all
left with each other’s addresses and with
the hopes of planning a time to visit next
year that will accommodate all of their

schedules so they can see
each other every year they
visit.  It is such a blessing to
see friendships formed over
a common bond, I’ve seen
these friendships happen be-
fore and seen how people help
each other out during a par-
ticularly hard time and keep
in touch throughout the year.
It is important, especially in
this situation, to be able to talk
wit people that understand
what you are going through

and to be able to find common ground when
you feel so isolated because of your unique
situation. It makes the whole visiting situa-
tion much easier.

Jennifer Koepsell
Hospitality Director

Mary DeJong Children’s Connection Dir.
Carol Y. Larson House Assistant

Advisory Board
Kathy Bretchelsbauer
Dave Christensen
Del & Bernice Duncan
Bishop Norm Eitrheim
Mike Flynn
Rev. Roger & Ruth Fredrikson
Phyllis Fromelt
Glenn & Phyllis Jorgenson
Kelby Krabbenhoft
Bonnie Larsen
Ann Marie Rossing
Herm & Maisie Solem
Mary Lou Steib
Ronda Stenslend
Monte Walz

Your gifts help to provide a dignified, comfort-
able place for our guests. Thank you for your
generosity. If you would rather we buy the
item, please mail a check to Family Connection,
designated for “Wish List” item of your choice.

~~~~~Wish List Wish List Wish List Wish List Wish List ~~~~~
Kitchen ItemsKitchen ItemsKitchen ItemsKitchen ItemsKitchen Items
Fresh vegetables & fruits
Individually wrapped snacks
Juice & cold drinks
Coffee (decaf & reg)
Hamburger
Sharp knives
Napkins
Dish cloths

HouseHouseHouseHouseHousewwwwwararararareseseseses
Laundry Detergent
First Aid Kits
Cleaning products
Soft soap refills
Dryer sheets
After shower spray
Kleenex
Glade plug-ins and refills

Children’s ConnectionChildren’s ConnectionChildren’s ConnectionChildren’s ConnectionChildren’s Connection
Polaroid camera & film
School glue
Children’s scissors

OfOfOfOfOffice Needsfice Needsfice Needsfice Needsfice Needs
Postage Stamps
Colored copy paper
Toner for Canon NP2120 copier
Ink for HP 812C printer
Computer address labels
Calculator
9x12 envelopes

Gift CertificatesGift CertificatesGift CertificatesGift CertificatesGift Certificates
House one family ($30)
Grocery stores
Walmart
Office Max
Phone cards
Taxi Cabs
Gas Station

Special NeedsSpecial NeedsSpecial NeedsSpecial NeedsSpecial Needs
Tape measure

FurnishingsFurnishingsFurnishingsFurnishingsFurnishings
Dehumidifier

Dandelion digger

Potty chairs
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We know that the incarceration of a family
member affects the whole family.  At this
time, there are over 2 million children with
an imprisoned parent in the United States
and another 8 million children estimated to
have experienced incarceration of a parent
at a previous time.  About one in forty chil-
dren under the age of 18 have at least one
parent in prison.  Sometimes, both parents
are in prison.

For children, the effects of pa-
rental incarceration vary, based
on the age of the child, the cir-
cumstances of the arrest and
incarceration, the relationship
with the parent, the support of
others around them, and other
factors.   There is a continuum
of risk ranging from families
that are in grave danger to
those that have adequate sup-
port systems and are coping well.  In be-
tween, many children and families are un-
der tremendous pressure and are barely
hanging on.  As we think about providing
protection  to these at-risk families, we need
to remember to respect their individual situ-
ations and strengths.  I see so many won-
derful qualities in the children that have par-
ticipated in our programs; and I can truly
say that working with them has heightened
my respect for the tenacity as well as the
tenderness of the human spirit.

It is not uncommon for children with incar-
cerated parents to move many times.  Some-
times, the family moves to be closer to the
imprisoned loved one.  Often, they move
for economic reasons.  Many children that
we work with are uncertain about where
they will be living next, where they will go
to school next year.  As a result, children
may be careful about creating meaningful
relationships in order to protect themselves
from repeated feelings of loss when those
relationships are severed.  Interestingly,
meaningful relationships are a major pro-
tective device for these children.

Other risk factors that children of prisoners
often face include poverty, racism, and ex-
posure to violence and addictions.  They

may be at-risk academically and are more
likely to engage in risky behavior at an ear-
lier age.  These risk factors speak strongly
to the need for support systems to be in
place to help families cope.   Often, the op-
posite happens.  Because of the stigma of
imprisonment, families may be abandoned
by their communities when they need them
most.  We may look at a situation and feel

so overwhelmed that we don’t
know where to begin to help.

The Children’s Connection
groups for school-age children
were a response to a need that
the Board of Directors identi-
fied.  We were encouraged by
the following results from an
evaluation completed by teach-
ers of the students who partici-
pated in our weekly groups this
past school year:

· 45% had improved grades
· 59% were relating better to their teachers
· 62% were relating better to their peers
· 46% had fewer absences from school
· 52% were less frustrated

Please remember that any small act of kind-
ness – even a smile and a hello- can mean a
great deal to a child who is struggling.  We
are constantly asked to open our hearts and
minds to these needs.   Our lives are en-
riched by the giving of ourselves and our
resources to this very vulnerable but wor-
thy group of people.  I hope that many of
you will have an opportunity to experience
this blessing.

Mary DeJong
Director, Children’s Connection

This space is for our guests from all over the
globe to share recipes with each other. Thank
you to all who have submitted recipes- we
are looking forward to more!

Almond Spritz CookiesAlmond Spritz CookiesAlmond Spritz CookiesAlmond Spritz CookiesAlmond Spritz Cookies

3 1/2 cup flour
1/4 tsp salt
3/4 cup sugar
1/2 cup ground almonds
1 1/2 cup butter or margarine
1 egg
1 tsp vanilla
1/2 tsp almond extract

Preheat oven to 3500.
In a blender, grind almonds to a powder.
Combine flour, salt, sugar in medium
bowl.
In large bowl, combine butter, egg, vanilla
and almond extract.  Beat in dry ingredi-
ents until dough is too heavy for the
mixer, then stir the rest in. Pack dough
into cookie press. Press out desired shapes
on ungreased cookie sheet. Space 1” apart.
Bake at 10-12 minutes until pale gold
color.

Kim BE
Wisconsin

We have speakers  available for church or civic group meetings,
We have a videotaped walk-through of the Hospitality House,
We have printed material about our programs available to the
      public,
We invite your group to hold your meeting at the Family
      Connection Hospitality House.  Call 605-357-0777 for more
      information or reservations.

Mary DeJong
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From a Guest’s Heart

worked in City Hall and Mr. Tepley, the pa-
pers for the house were signed on Decem-
ber 2, 1995.  On Saturday, December 3, a
prayer service and dedication was held in the
house.  Dave Harnish, Jay Hammrich, Pas-
tor Leroy Iseminger, Herm Solem, Pastor
Roger Fredrikson, Monsignor McEnaeany,
Wayne Peterson, Marlys Ubben, Cathy
Brechtlesbauer, Roy Tepley and his female
friend were all present.  Each room was dedi-
cated and prayed over.  We had coffee and
donuts and while we were visiting, I shall
never forget Mr. Tepley’s friend’s comment
to me, she said, ”I am so impressed by all of
this.  What kind of people are you that you
would do something like this for a group of
people you don’t even know?”  I was blessed
to be able to respond by saying, “We are a

con’t from page 2

con’t on page 7

Our friend, Barbara Waff from Massachusetts is visiting with us again. She brought with her
a card from her home church along with a financial donation.  Those angels are everywhere!
Following is the note inside the card:

Dear Family Connection:
Pansies are for thoughts. We think of you often and you are in our prayers. Barbara Waff

is a member of our Ladies–Women’s Society of Christian Service. Because Family Connection
is so dear to her heart we would like you to accept this check. Thank you for the wonderful
work you do.

God Bless you,
W.S.C.S. Ladies

We thank Barbara for the wonderful work she does in Massachusetts on behalf of Family
Connection.

Meet Carol Y. Larson, our new House Assis-
tant. Carol, originally from Highmore, SD
moved to Sioux Falls in the Spring of 1986.
Carol enjoys genealogy and her cat, Sarah. She
works from 9am-5pm Monday through Fridays-
stop in and enjoy her ready smile and wonderful
sense of humor!

Christian group who saw a need and wanted
to help these families.”  That was a moment
I shall never forget.

We were featured on all the television sta-
tions that day as we now had a place to
begin our work.

After we purchased the house at 303 North
Minnesota, I spoke with Carol Masek who
related that the house we purchased was
built in the late 1800s for the purpose of
housing women who come to the state of
South Dakota to get a quickie divorce.  The
economy of Sioux Falls was flourishing as
a result of this business.  Today that house
is being used to keep families together.  It
was an affirmation that we were in the right
place and that God redeems.

Well, hello! Allow me to introduce myself.
My name is Wendy Monson and I am the
Family Connection summer intern. I just
completed four
years at South Da-
kota State Univer-
sity in Brookings. I
walked through
graduation in May
and now all I have
to do is complete
my internship,
which is my pur-
pose here.

Background: I’m 22
years old, I grew up mostly in Illinois and Iowa
until my family moved to Watertown, South
Dakota where I endured high school. I de-
cided at first to go to college to become an
elementary teacher but I scrapped that idea
my sophomore year and I switched my major
to Human Development and Family Studies.
My rationale for the switch was that I wanted
to be a social worker or some sort of human
service person. With that angle, I took so many
Sociology classes that I ended up with enough
credits for a minor in Sociology.

How and why did I choose Family Connec-
tion? Well, I went through the Human Ser-
vices section in the Yellow Pages and I called
many places and Dorothy seemed to be the
most enthusiastic person I talked to. I chose
to come to Family Connection because I would
rather be some place where I feel needed.

And boy, do I feel needed here! Dorothy

took me underneath her angel wing and I
am learning a lot. It is such a blessing to be
involved in such a neat place. There is so
much love and so many people who are
grateful for this place and its services; the
positive energy here is astounding.

My general purpose here at Family Connec-
tion is fund raising. I am in charge of the
Human Race fundraiser for the house and I
also am in charge of finding and writing a
grant for the lot next door.  Dorothy also
keeps me busy with many different activi-
ties such as luncheons with various groups
and talks to promote the house.

Feel free to stop by to meet me. I am more
than happy to take a break and chat. If I am
not at the house during the week, then I am
most likely at my other job at Hy-Vee on
East 10th Street. I look forward to all the
exciting things happening this summer.

Wendy Monson
Family Connection InternWendy Monson

Carol Y. Larson



Connecting PointsConnecting Points
Gifts/Grants

Blessed are the givers...and grateful are the receivers

IndividualsIndividualsIndividualsIndividualsIndividuals
Anderson, Dorothy
Baker, Rita A.
Bietz, Harold W.
Braithwaite, Richard
Darger, Patricia & Erickson, Lloyd
Finck, Mary
Foote, Yvonne A.
Garvey, Andrew J.
Gilbert, Dave & Marilou
Gutch, C.F. & Elizabeth
Halverson, Kenneth or Mary Alice
Iseminger, Leroy & Orpha
Kemp, Earl & Kathy
Lansky, Paul
Larson, Dorothy
Lemon, Ruth
Miller, Gloria
Norman, Lavina
Sanderson, Mark & Susan Randall
Sato,Yoshiko
Schafer, Dr. & Mrs. C.T.
Stensland, Dr. Vernon  & Ronda
Sullivan, Marian
Tiede, Darwin L.
Tingley, Kathleen & Ralph
Wosje, David

OrOrOrOrOrganizationsganizationsganizationsganizationsganizations
Beaver Valley Lutheran Church - Hope Circle
Bethany WELCA
Church of St Mary
Dakota Heartland Conf
Faith Women of the ELCA
First Baptist Church
First Presbyterian Church
Grace Lutheran Church-Sisseton
Grace Lutheran Church - Pennies
Our Saviors Lutheran Church -Patience Circle
Redeemers Evangelical Lutheran Church
St. John Women of the ELCA
Tabor Lutheran Church Women
Trinity Lutheran Church Women
St. Vincent de Paul
Chapter A Q, PEO Sisterhood
Minnehaha Sertoma Club
Sioux Valley Optimist Club
JC Penny

GrantsGrantsGrantsGrantsGrants
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
Reese, Sheldon F.  Foundation
Sioux Falls Woman’s Alliance Fund
Sioux Falls Area Community Fund
First National Bank
Sioux Valley Energy Customer Trust-Colman
SF Area Com. Foundation-SF Women’s Alliance
SF Area Community Foundation

In-Kind by IndividualsIn-Kind by IndividualsIn-Kind by IndividualsIn-Kind by IndividualsIn-Kind by Individuals
Apple,Laurie
Bender.Shawn
Boyd, Diana
Burgraff, Mary
Callahan, Roberta & Hailey
Christenson, Adele & John
Garrison, Karen
Garvey, Andrew J
Hanson, Rich
Hohwieler,, Rollynd & Diana
Iseminger, Leroy & Orpha
Kroneman, Larry
Maxwell, Bob
McQuire, Helen
Oberg, Stuart
Rosenboom, Tara & Tyson & Halle
Saye, Andrew & Sandra
Sneve, Kay
Steensland, Bud & Lorraine
Tingley, Ralph & Kathleen
Tjarks, Gene & Dolores
Vogt, Michelle
Whalen, Diana
Zylstra, Sharon

In-Kind bIn-Kind bIn-Kind bIn-Kind bIn-Kind by Ory Ory Ory Ory Organizationganizationganizationganizationganization
Rich Atwood-Preferred Printing
Augustana College Students
Baete-Forseth
Beaver Valley Lutheran Quilters-Valley Springs
Children’s Care Hospital & School
Cliff Avenue Greenhouse
Epiphany Catholic Church Youth Group-
Minneapolis
Good Samaritan Luther Manor
Grace Lutheran Hannah Circle
Grace Lutheran Church-Menno
Johnstone Supply
Landscape Garden Center
Midcontinent Communications
Messiah Lutheran Quilters-Rural Flandreau
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church-Rachel Circle
River’s Edge Girl Scouts
Royal River Casino-Flandreau
S F Council of Auxilaries-Labor Temple
Soroptimist Club
Southeast Tech Institution
Springfield Prison Greenhouse
St Vincent De Paul Conference
Trinity Lutheran Church-Mitchell
VFW Auxillary

Memorials/HonorariumsMemorials/HonorariumsMemorials/HonorariumsMemorials/HonorariumsMemorials/Honorariums
In Memorium ofNan Nygren
Given by Iseminger, Leroy & Orpha

Please remember us in your Wills and Trusts

6

Saturday, July19th
Registration 7:15am
Walk Begins 8:30am
Run Begins 8:15am

Falls Park at Horse Barn

Call 357-0777
for more information or

to register! We will mail you
a registration form

or you may pick one up at
303 N. Minnesota.

If you cannot run or walk,
please consider pledging

for someone who is.

for a morning of
fun, sweat and cheers!

 

In honor ofMillie Bieber
Given by St Paul ELCA Quilters of Bowdle
In honor of Helen Johnson
Given by Nancy Johnson
In Memorium ofMarilyn Papendick
Given by Shirley J Koepsell
In honor of Colt Iseminger
Given by Leroy Iseminger
In honor of Nealy Williams
Given by Leroy Iseminger
In honor of Megan Sneesby
Given by Leroy Iseminger
In honor of Charlotte Casper
Given by Leroy Iseminger
In honor of Chase Casper
Given by Leroy Iseminger

Walk or  Run
for

Family
Connection
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  Please check the appropriate boxes
   for more information:

I would like information about
the Angel Program
I would like a speaker for our
group or service club
I would like to tour the house
I am interested in sharing my
talents with Family Connection

Connecting Points
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My Tax Deductible Gift:
Name:

Address:
Street City State Zip

Gift Enclosed: $         I will pledge:  $

Please return this pledge card or place your donation in the envelope provided.

If there is an error in your mailing label or if you know of
someone who would like our newsletter, please let us know!Thank  yo

u!

con’t from page 3
I originally met Carol as a result of some
research trying to enlist the help of the Jun-
ior League of Sioux Falls early in the projects
dreaming phase.  Carol and Church Women
United were exploring the idea for a hospi-
tality house a few years before we began.
The plans did not work out, but Carol and
Judy Regan helped us with this project.

As we looked at the home we purchased,
we recognized that the house next door was
a blessing since we could either rent it out as
income or we could provide it as housing for
a director who would live on site.  To the
North, there is a vacant lot that the board felt
would one day be hopefully be purchased
and the house could be enlarged, a playground
built and off street parking extended.

Shortly after the purchase, we decided to
host an open house.  Ray Johnson donated
a beautiful Christmas tree from the Beaver
Creek Lutheran church.  Phyllis decorated
the tree with paper angels that had different
needs for the house noted on them.  Our
guests at the open house were invited to
take an angel and fill the need noted on the
card.  We had a wonderful turnout that day.
Some of the guests were Warden Joe Class,
Carol Twedt, Tam Baker and others.  This
was the first time I met Steve Lee, one of
the Associate Wardens.  Steve later joined
the board of Directors and has been an ac-
tive member and liaison with the South Da-
kota State Penitentiary over the years.  Hav-
ing the recommendation of Herm Solem,
someone with a knowledge of the peniten-
tiary on the board has been an important
asset to the ministry.

The highlight of the Open House was that
the Sioux Falls Area Foundation, Sue Brown
and Marsha Englert came that afternoon and
brought us a check for $10,000 to help us
fund this project.  The reality of this project
became more solid that day.  I was awed
by the tremendous trust given to us and we
were determined not to undermine that trust
in any way.

Around the Christmas season, I got a call
from Richard Baaken of Garretson who
contacted Pastor Leroy because his family
wished to donate some meat for out guests.
At that time, we had no appliances or furni-
ture, let alone a freezer.  I thanked him and
he agreed to hold onto the meat till we were
ready.  A few days later, he called to say
that his family pooled their resources and
was purchasing a freezer for the house.  I
shall never forget the awe I felt art the gen-
erosity of the people we had been able to
meet.  I know that there was a hand guid-
ing this project that would not let us falter if
things got difficult.  The smallest details
were worked out!

We began having board meetings at the
house at that point.  Del and Bernice Duncan
decorated each room by painting and ap-
plying border to the rooms, making them
warm and inviting.   We were the recipients
of a donation of furniture for the house.  Our
living room, dining room, and bedrooms
were gifted with new furniture from South
Dakota Furniture Mart.  I marveled at how
the furnishings blended so nicely with the
color of the carpet, wall coverings and ex-
isting window dressings.  Anyone who
would come would feel a sense of dignity
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to be there.  We did not want the families to
feel like they were coming to some flop
house, but a place of safety and dignity.  Sue
Rodman helped us to decorate the rooms
and made them feel welcoming.  Angels were
appearing all over the place in the decor!

The next efforts after getting the house fur-
nished was to develop a set of operating
policies and find a director for the house.
Repairs were made to the house and the
property prepared for guests by Kelly
Hammrich, Jay Hammrich, Bishop Norm
Eitrheim, Wayne Peterson, Pastor Leroy and
Larry Hallstrom to name a few.  Larry re-
paired the furnace and placed an air condi-
tioning unit so that our guests would be
comfortable.  There were many wonderful
things that happened to prepare the house
for our guests and some difficulties as we
made the needed changes, but with grace
and kindness, the differences that resulted
were resolved with help from the many an-
gels involved.

In April of 1996, Anne Burkard, a graduate
of the North American Baptist Seminary
agreed to take the position as our first Hos-
pitality House Director. And, on Mother’s
Day weekend, May of 1996 the doors of
the Family Connection Hospitality House
opened its doors. And the rest is history!

We are updating our Newsletter
Please let us  know if you are

receiving duplicate newsletters, and/or
if your address is incorrect or

incomplete–address, city and zip code.



Connecting Points

“Keeping families together while they are apart.”

Check Us Out on the Internet! Our e-mail Address is:
www.augie.edu/related/FamilyConnection familyconnect@hotmail.com

“Do not forget to entertain
strangers for by so doing,

many have entertained angels
unawares”   Hebrews 13:2

**Note new web page address!**

The Human Race will be held Saturday, July 19th at Falls Park. See you there!

Saturday, July19th
Registration 7:15am
Walk Begins 8:30am
Run Begins 8:15am

Falls Park at Horse Barn

Call 357-0777  for more information
or to register your party! We will
mail you a registration form or

you may pick one up at
the Hospitality House at

303 N. Minnesota.

If you cannot run or walk,
please consider pledging for

someone who is participating for us


