
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
September 1, 2009 
 
  
Dear Augie Parents; 
  
As we begin a new academic year, our faculty and staff are anxious to welcome back our upperclassmen and to 
embrace our new freshman class.  It has been a long summer of preparation and we are ready to begin. 
  
The purpose of this letter is to share information about our planning for the prospect of what might be a very 
interesting flu season.  As you are aware, public health advisories are forecasting a potential for large numbers 
of H1N1 and seasonal flu cases in the coming months.  Augustana has been planning ways in which we can reduce 
the number of seriously ill students, faculty and staff.  We are also creating strategies to minimize disruption to 
classes and other college activities. 
  
Since last April, an Augustana College task force has monitored the H1N1 Flu situation with a particular emphasis 
on our Upper Midwest region of the country.  Though we feel fortunate to be located in a region with relatively low 
numbers of cases, we are alert to how important preparedness and good communication will be when this academic 
year begins.  We have been regularly posting flu advisories on the College's website.  I urge you to become familiar 
with these advisories – go to www.augie.edu/flu. 
  
Will you join us in our efforts to assist your son or daughter to have a healthy experience at Augustana this 
year?  For example, consider packing extra bottles of hand sanitizer and alcohol-based wipes for your student as 
they prepare to return to the campus for fall semester classes.   In addition, help us by emphasizing the preventive 
measures and procedures that appear on our flu advisory website. Here is a summary of the healthy actions we are 
encouraging our students, faculty and staff to follow. 

• Wash and/or sanitize hands many times during the day, especially after coughing or sneezing. 
• Cover coughs and sneezes with a tissue or cough/sneeze into your shoulder or sleeve, not your hands.  
• Get plenty of sleep, be physically active and eat nutritious meals.   
• If you have flu-like symptoms, stay away from others.  Don't attend class or go to work. Call the Student Health 

& Counseling Services office in Solberg Hall (605.274.5552).  
• Get a flu shot.  Augustana will offer flu shot clinics on campus this fall.  We anticipate offering shots for the 

seasonal flu in September and we believe the H1N1 Flu vaccine will be available in late October or early 
November.  

On behalf of our faculty and staff, we are grateful that you have entrusted your son or daughter with us.  We look 
forward to being a part of their journey during this coming year. 
  
Best regards, 
 
 
 
Jim Bies 
Dean of Students 

http://www.augie.edu/flu

