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1. Emcee Gregg Gohl, ‘93, wore a vintage beanie and letterman’s sweater during the 150th Concert and Celebration.  2. The “Walk Through History,” featured three floors of his-
toric photo galleries and period-themed food. 3. Dr. Ralph Wagoner, Augustana’s 21st president, celebrates with Augie Doggie. Dr. Wagoner also assisted President Rob Oliver 
in the presentation of the Spirit of Augustana Award for Advocacy and Humanitarianism. 4. Noah Hoehn, ‘02, performed with the Augustana Percussion Ensemble, led by Dr. 
John Pennington. 5. Ben Hasche, ‘08, studies the 1970s history gallery. 6. More than 1,200 alumni, students, faculty, staff and friends filled the Great Hall at the Washington 
Pavilion. 7. The Sesquicentennial Ball featured music by the  Northlanders Jazz Band, led by Dr. Paul Schilf, and the Hegg Brothers’  Band. 8. Bob Elmen, ‘52, left, visits with Rev. 
Dave Johnson, ‘56.

Members  of the  
Augustana Choir, Ole 

and Augie Doggie led 
the audience in singing 

the alma mater.

    On Saturday, April 16, more than 1,200 
alumni, students, faculty and staff  and commu-
nity members honored 15 decades of  history at 
The Spark, the gala event to celebrate Augusta-
na’s Sesquicentennial. Held 
at the Washington Pavilion 
in Sioux Falls, the event 
featured period-themed 
food, historic photo gal-
leries, the premiere of  
‘Skol! Augustana at 150,’ 
a documentary film, live 
music and dancing.
   The College also pre-
sented the first-ever Spirit of  
Augustana Awards, honor-
ing five area individuals 
for their efforts to advance 
humanitarianism, ministry, 
innovation, leadership and 
creativity. 
   “In honor of  our Ses-
quicentennial, we believed 
it was fitting to introduce 
an award that honors indi-
viduals who really embody 
the principals that guide us. 
It’s a way for Augustana to recognize those in 

our community who are committed to mak-
ing the world a better place – men and women 
who are leading the way, driving change and 
encouraging others to do all they can to ensure 
a brighter tomorrow,” said 
Rob Oliver, president.
   The Spirit of  Augustana 
Award for Advocacy and Hu-
manitarianism was awarded 
to Kevin Kirby in recogni-
tion of  his efforts to fight 
indifference, intolerance 
and injustice. This honor 
celebrates those who work 
tirelessly and without 
recognition or remunera-
tion to improve the lives 
of  others through selfless, 
courageous and compas-
sionate acts. 
   The Spirit of  Augus-
tana Award for Ministry was 
awarded to Monsignor 
James Doyle in recogni-
tion of  his service to the 
Church and society by 
nurturing the search for 
religious faith in others. 

   The Spirit of  Augustana Award for Innovation and 
Discovery was awarded to Jeff  Scherschligt in rec-
ognition of  his courage, resilience and passion-
ate spirit that is both tenacious and compassion-
ate. This honor celebrates 
those who innovate and 
discover and, as impor-
tantly, who encourage 
innovation and discovery 
in others.
   The Spirit of  Augustana 
Award for Leadership and 
Philanthropy was awarded 
to Kelby Krabbenhoft in 
recognition of  his contribu-
tions as a visionary leader 
and his efforts to advance progressive philan-
thropic ideals and vital communities, locally and 
at Augustana This honor celebrates outstanding 
civic and charitable responsibility.
   The Spirit of  Augustana Award for the Arts was 
awarded to Charlotte Carver in celebration of  
her courage to share her artistic originality and 
God-given talents with others through words, 
from the stage and on a canvas, and in recogni-
tion of  her fearless efforts to foster an under-
standing of  history, culture and the unknown.

Charlotte Carver
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