
Name: Daniela Diaz 

Major: Business and International Studies 

Minor: German 

Graduation Year: 2018 

Home Country: Honduras  

Travel Experience: I have been to the United States many times, 

mostly to Miami, FL. I’ve also been to Los Angeles, Minneapolis, 

Tampa, and Orlando. Outside of the U.S, I’ve been to Panama City 

in Panama, Cancun, and Santo Domingo and Punta Cana in 

Dominican Republic. I love travelling! :) Hopefully I can spend a 

semester abroad in Germany in 2017! 

Campus Connections: I am a current member of the Augustana 

International Club (AIC), Spanish Club, Business Club, and 

Economics Club. I’m also a Volleyball Official at the Elmen 

Center.  

Advice: Make the best out of your time here in college; join clubs, 

play intramurals, meet people, learn from your professors, study 

hard, and most importantly, laugh every day! 

 

 

 

Name: Cortney Mabry   
Major: Sociology and Spanish 

Year: Junior  

Hometown/ Country: Fort Collins, CO, United States 

Travel Experience: I have travelled to at least 20 states in the 

US. When I was in high school, I had the amazing opportunity 

to travel to Guatemala with my church. We helped build a 

school in a rural community for a week. I travelled to Cuba for 

three weeks in January, 2015 through a UMAIE study abroad 

course. We learned about Race, Gender, and Revolution while 

enjoying the colorful and unique culture that Havana and 

Santiago de Cuba have to offer. If you ever get the chance to 

travel to Cuba, DO IT!! Also, I was in Canada for five hours 

one time. That counts, right? 

Campus Connections: Service and Learning Together (SALT), 

Spanish Club, Augustana International Club (AIC). 

Advice: College is all about balance! Make sure you’re getting 

enough study time, sleep time, friend time, and time for other 

meaningful parts of your life. There are so many fun and diverse opportunities on the Augie campus, so make sure to 

check out the things that look interesting to you! Adjusting to a new culture, a new school, maybe a new language can 

be extremely difficult, but give it time and take advantage of the people who are here to help you (like ACE 

Ambassadors!). And lastly, EVERYTHING IS GOING TO BE ALRIGHT. It may not always feel like it, but I promise 

you, it will. WELCOME TO AUGUSTANA!!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Name: Kate Carlson 
Major: Anthropology and Classics 

Year: Senior 

Hometown/Country: Cherokee, IA, USA 

Travel Experience: My travel experiences include Brazil, 

Italy, and I've also spent a school year studying in the United 

Kingdom. If I could hop on a plane and go to any country I 

wanted, it would be Peru. I think it would be an amazing 

experience to work as an archaeologist there. I also would like 

to celebrate Diwali in India. 

Campus Connections: Anthropology Club, SALT, Augustana 

International Club, and Martial Arts Club 

Advice: Carpe diem! Seize every opportunity that comes your 

way! School is important, but be sure to make some memories 

outside of the library. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Name: Naras Prameswari 
Major: Journalism 
Graduation Year: 2016 
Home Country: Indonesia 
Travel Experience: Singapore, Malaysia, Greece, Germany, Switzerland, the Netherlands, France 
Campus Connections: Augustana Student Association, UBG Big Event, Augustana International 
Club, Augie Mirror, Augieholics 
Advice: NEVER EVER be scared to talk to new people. Americans are not as scary as you think. 

 

 

 

 

 

Name: Giang Tran 

Major: English with Psychology minor  

Graduation Year: 2017 

Home Country: Vietnam 

Travel experience: I recently took last Spring term abroad at Exeter, UK. I have been to 

other countries such as Australia, South Korea, Hong Kong, and Singapore quick enough 

to take a bunch of typical tourist photos too.  

Campus connections: Civitas, Angelus choir, UBG Culture and Fine Arts, I also enjoy 

flavouring new coffee recipes during my shift at the Huddle. 

Advice: Congratulations for starting your college journey! Sioux Falls is an interesting 

city to live in so take time to get to know this gem of the Midwest. Augie and its people 

will give you many chances to travel, explore, and reinvent yourself so always be open 

to try new things! 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Name: Emily Adamson  

Major: Sign Language Interpreter  

Year: Freshmen - Will be a Sophomore 

Travel Experience:  Italy in January of 2016 

Campus Connections: Augustana International Club, Deaf Awareness, College 

Republicans, and Augieholics 

Advice: Be positive and open-minded!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Name: Alyssa Gilbertson 

Major: Elementary Education and Spanish 

Year: Sophomore 

Hometown: Burnsville, Minnesota 

Travel Experience: I traveled to Italy for a week with my high school band. 

I recently toured China during January 2015 with the Augustana Band 

giving concerts as well. I am hoping to study abroad for a semester in Spain 

during my time at Augie!  

Campus Connections: The Augustana Band, The Augustana Trombone 

Choir, Cru, and Campus Outreach. 

Advice: Never be afraid to ask questions. Everyone, including your 

professors, are here to help! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



 

Name: Kellan Klubben 

Major: Biochemistry 
Graduation Year: 2017 
Home Country: United States 
Travel Experience: Family vacation in Mexico 
Campus Connections: Chemistry Club 
Advice: Enjoy every second of college. It flies by and you don't want to look back with any regrets. 
 
 
 

 

 
Name: Morgan Schriever 
Major: Biochemistry 
Graduation Year: 2017 
Home Country: I am from Sioux Falls but I want to travel so I'd love to learn about everyone's home 
country! 
Campus Connections: I am involved in the SMACS chemistry club, the Biology club, and the Pre-med 
Club. 
Advice: Be yourself, just like everyone says, but honestly it's true. And go to all of the new student 
events at the beginning of the year, even if you think they are lame because you will meet a lot of 
people. This is also an opportunity to try new things so don't be shy! College is really fun so most of all 
make sure you enjoy yourself!  

 

 

 

 

 
Name: Katelyn Johnson 

Major: English, Secondary Education 

Year: Junior  

Hometown/Country: Sioux Falls, SD USA 

Travel Experience/Aspiration/Dream of going:  

-I have traveled abroad to Japan, Greece, and England and have traveled within the states 

a bit as well (Boston, San Francisco, New Orleans, etc.) 

-I hope to return to England for my studies and want to partake in Peace Corps someday 

(wherever that may take me). 

-One dream vacation I would love to go on would be to Scotland. Although Norway, 

Germany, New Zealand, and many other countries are also on my list of future travels! 

Campus Connections (clubs you are a part of): Governor of UBG Culture and Fine Arts, Vice President of Augie’s 

International Club, member of UBG film club, Augustana’s Bike Club, Outreach, BetterTogether, Big Ideas 

Committee, and SALT, and am also an ACE ambassador, JV basketball player, and all around student as well as 

committed intermural participant. 

Advice: Buy (or borrow from a friend) a nice winter jacket and gloves and hat and maybe boots and possibly a scarf 

and even maybe some heavy duty stockings… In other words, our winters can be brutal and it is better to be over 

prepared and have warm clothes at the ready! 
 
 
 
 



Name: Alejandro Garcia 
Major: Government & International Affairs, Modern Foreign Languages 
Minor: Economics 
Graduation Year: 2017  
Home Country: I am from Ecuador but I share a double nationality with Chile. 
Travel Experience: I also love traveling! I enjoy exploring new places and culture. I have travelled 
to Sweden, Denmark, Germany, Holland, Mexico, Chile, and, of course, the U.S; where besides 
doing my undergraduate studies, I was an exchange student during my junior year of High School! 
Campus Connections: I am the current ASA Sophomore Senator, which means I represent the 
student body in the student council on campus. So, if you have any concern about Augie please 

don't hesitate and contact me. Also, I am the Vice-President of the Augustana International Club (a.k.a the best club on campus) 
where we work, between other things, to connect American students to International Students. So feel free to stop by any 
meeting or event that is organized by us! 
Advice: Try to step outside of your comfort zone! The opportunity to come on an exchange year, or to complete an 
undergraduate degree, at a U.S. College is one in a lifetime. Enjoy the most out of it. Do not be afraid to try new things that 
might seem odd or weird, give it a shot! Remember, that at the end, you are the only one in charge of making this experience a 
success. PS: Bring lots of sweaters. It gets kinda chili here...  
 

Name: Minaal Khan 
Major: Economics/Political Science 
Home Country: Pakistan 
Campus Connections: Augustana International Club 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Name: Kelsey Thomas 
Major: Spanish and Education 
Graduation Year: 2016 
Home Country: United States 
Travel Experience: I have visited Ireland, Costa Rica, Ecuador, The Galapagos Islands, and 
dozens of the states in the USA. 
Campus Connections: I am part of the Augie Outdoor Program, Augustana International Club, 
Friendslink, as well as many intramural sports. 
Advice: Don’t be afraid to ask for advice! The ACE Ambassadors are here to help make your 
transition as easy as possible. We want to help you have an amazing time at Augie, so please 
don't hesitate to ask us for advice, help, or even to just hang out! 

 
Name: Yaa Tiwaa Offei-Darko 
Major: Psychology; Minors: Sociology, French  
Graduation Year: 2016 
Home Country: Ghana 
Travel Experience: Currently studying abroad in the United States. I have been to Canada, Nigeria 
and United Arab Emirates.  
Campus Connections: Augie Green, Psychology Club 
Advice: Be prepared to study hard, to be introduced to people from different cultures and to 
experience new things. Join many activities to keep you tuned in to what is happening around the 
school. Talk to people, especially professors when you need help. Most importantly…have 
fun!!!!!!!!  
 



Name: Nishat Tasnim 
Major: Economics, Government & International Affairs 
Graduation Year: 2017 
Home Country: I was born and brought up in Dhaka, the capital city of Bangladesh with a 
population of almost 16 million. (That's just the population of the city btw!)  
Travel Experience: I love travelling and I have been to India and travelling the rest of the world 
is on my wish-list as well! 
Campus Connections: Augustana International Club (AIC), Service and Learning Together 
(SALT) 
Advice: Believe in yourself! You are here because you deserve to be here! Don't hesitate to 
ask for help. You will find wonderful people all around here who are ready to help you all the 
time! So feel free! 

 
 
 

Name: Roberto Luces 
Major: Computer Science and Computer Information Systems with a minor in Entrepreneurship  
Graduation Year: 2017  
Home Country: Ecuador 
Travel Experience: Galapagos Islands, Panama, France, and United States  
Campus Connections: Co-Manager of the Spanish Club, Augustana Soccer Club player, Augustana 
International Club, ITS Committee member, Computer Science Club 
Advice: College only comes once, well if you change your major halfway through college then it 
comes twice. Any ways, college is a time to meet new people, create long lasting bonds and to 
forge your path of future success by studying hard. Don't be a shy one, get out there and say 
hello, meet new people, join clubs, play sports, get involved on campus, meet your professors, 
do things you normally wouldn't do (just don't get into trouble, please). College is an amazing 
experience, so have a fun time. I am always here to help so just add me on Facebook. If you need 

help or just want to talk, I am always glad to help out. 
Extra Advice: Go to every Soccer match the Augustana Men’s Soccer Team has. Woo-Hoo! Go Augie! 
 
 

Name: Allison Warne  
Major: Nursing and Spanish 
Graduation Year: 2017  
Home Country: United States 
Travel Experience: Spain and Ecuador 
Campus Connections: Co-Manager of the Spanish Club, anatomy teaching assistant, Augustana 
tour guide, Sanford Volunteer 
Advice: Introduce yourself to each of your professors during the first week of the semester and 
do not hesitate to go into their offices for help. They are there to answer your questions and 
address your concerns and are willing to spend as much time as you need to help you be the 
most successful student you can be. However, remember that college is more than academics, 
so be sure to take time to enjoy your experience at Augustana. When you reminisce on your 

college years one day, you are not going to remember the late nights cramming for exams, so try to go to as many of the campus 
events as your schedule allows and spend time with the new friends you are going to make. This is an adventure, so make it one! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Name: Abel Zhao 
Major: Accounting and CIS (Computer Information Systems) 

Year: 2014 (Sopho) 

Hometown/Country: Honduras 

Travel Experience/Aspiration/Dream of going: Go to Seoul 

Korea and Tokyo Japan 

Campus Connections (clubs you are a part of):  Spanish Club, 

Cooking Club , Computer Science  Club, Augustana Outdoors 

Club, Augustana International Club 

Advice: Beware Winter is Coming hahahaaha and enjoy your 

time dont be shy. 

 
 

Name: Julie Vu 
Major: Business/ Communication and Journalism and Art minor. 
Year: Junior. 
Hometown: Hanoi, Vietnam. 
Experience: I have never been in any of African's countries before. I'd like to visit 
sometimes. 
Advice: Enjoy life. Enjoy the experiences that you have. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
AMBASSADORS AT-LARGE: 
 

Name: Tim Bai Li 
Major: Economics and Sociology 
Graduation Year: 2017 
Home Country: Hong Kong 
Campus Connections: Peer Adviser (Granskou Hall) 
Advice: Try to join as many campus activities as possible. This definitely helps you to make more 
friends and expands your social circle. When you meet new people, do not be shy and feel free to 
introduce yourself and your country of origin. I am sure that Augie students will be happy to hear 
from you! Besides, if you face any academic problems, just share it with your professors. They will 
be happy to help you.  

 
 
Name: Trey Cameron Persson  

Major: Athletic Training 
Minor: Modern Foreign Languages 
Graduation Year: 2017 
Home Country: United States 
Travel Experience: Australia for 3 weeks in 2010 
Campus Connections: Tour Guide, Intramurals, Club Volleyball, ACE Ambassador 
Advice: Take advantage of the intramurals! It is a great way to get exercise and meet new people. 
 

 



 
Name: Linh Pham (Kuku) 

Major: Business Administration 
Graduation Year: 2016 
Home Country: Hanoi, Vietnam 
Campus Connections: Viking Guide, ASA Junior Senator 
Advice: Just be yourself and you will certainly find good friends.  
 

 
 
 
 

 


