
WHAT ARE NATIONALLY COMPETITIVE SCHOLARSHIPS? 

The Fulbright, Marshall, Rhodes, Goldwater, Truman — these are some of the most prestigious merit-

based awards available to students and graduates. Selection for one of these nationally competitive 

scholarships means you join the ranks of distinguished participants and leaders. 

No formula exists to create the perfect candidate; however, most scholarship committees are looking 

for outstanding students who have the following characteristics: 

• An excellent academic record that includes innovative research or creative projects such as 

Honors thesis, independent research and internships; 

• Evidence of outstanding leadership roles and demonstrated commitment to the community 

and/or public service; 

• A willingness to critically self-evaluate and articulate your deepest values and beliefs. 

• A vision of personal and professional objectives for the next 3 to 5 years and how a 

fellowship can help achieve those goals; 

• Multiple references that delineate your personal, academic and leadership capabilities and 

accomplishments; 

• Determination, commitment and enthusiasm to compete against some of the best students 

in the United States. 

 

WHY SHOULD I APPLY? 

Even if you are not selected as a finalist, the application process itself is valuable for the following 

reasons. 

Gain real world skills. Through the application process you examine your values, prepare a compelling 

proposal, articulate your ideas and present yourself professionally. All these skills will serve you well in 

school, your job and personal life. 

Broaden Your Horizons. The proactive pursuit of fellowships gives you a chance to try new things 

through electives, internships and innovative research projects. You should establish a coherent and 

comprehensive plan of action that includes interdisciplinary coursework, service-learning, foreign 

language classes and other unique opportunities. 

Surprise yourself. Maybe you don't have a clear idea of what you want to do with your life. Maybe you 

think you haven't accomplished much. Perhaps you want to see how you measure up to other top 

students. The nature of the fellowship application process forces you to put yourself under a microscope 

and undergo unprecedented scrutiny from yourself and others. Such thorough examination will reveal 

new ideas and directions for you to pursue. 

 

WHAT PROGRAMS EXIST? 

Many scholarships exist. We highlighted a few below and encourage you to research other opportunities 

as well.  



•  American Scandinavian Foundation Scholarships are available to students who wish to study and 

research in Scandinavia.  Candidates for Study Abroad scholarships, learning Norwegian in Norway, and 

internship training programs can be undergraduates from any American school.  Candidates need a well-

defined project that makes stay in Scandinavia essential.  A wide variety of funds are available. Awards 

typically range from $4,000 to $20,000 for Fellowships. Over $250,000 was available for the 2006-2007 

competition.   

Faculty Representative: Dr. Michael Nitz  

•  The Barry Goldwater Scholarship was established by Congress to provide a continuing source of 

highly qualified scientists, mathematicians, and engineers by awarding scholarships to college students 

who intend to pursue research careers in these fields. 

Faculty Representative: Dr. Jetty Duffy-Matzner  

• Fulbright Scholarships provide grants for individually designed study/research projects or for English 

teaching assistantships. A candidate will submit a "Statement of Grant Purpose" defining activities to 

take place during one academic year in a participating country outside the United States. Preparation 

typically begins in February. 

Faculty Representative: Dr. Mike Nitz 

• Gates Scholarship is available to candidates should be under the age of 30, meet the academic criteria 

for admission specified by the University of Cambridge, pervious study in another recognized university, 

excellent transcripts with high GPA scores.  

Faculty Representative: Dr. Margaret Preston  

• George Mitchell Scholarship is available to individuals who are 18 to 30 years-old and who have 

shown academic distinction, commitment to service, and potential for leadership. Universities waive 

tuition and board and scholars are given an $11,000 and a travel stipend to travel Ireland, the United 

Kingdom and Europe. Applications are due mid-March.  

Faculty Representative: Dr. Margaret Preston  

• Marshall Scholarships finance Americans of high ability to study for a degree in the United Kingdom. 

Up to 40 scholars are selected each year to study at the graduate level at a UK institution in any field of 

study.  

Faculty Representative: Dr. Patrick Hicks 

• The NASA Undergraduate Student Research Project (USRP) is a program to allow undergraduate 

students in the STEM disciplines an opportunity to work with a NASA mentor at one of the 10 NASA 

Centers.  Usually done over the summer for Augustana students, this program offers a 10-week stay at 

the selected NASA Center with a stipend to cover living and travel expenses.  Students participate in a 

hands-on, real project that will complement and expand the academic coursework here at Augustana.  

Students must be US citizens, classified as sophomores, juniors, or seniors by the start of the internship, 

and enrolled in one of the STEM disciplines.  

Faculty Representative: Dr. Drew Alton  

• The Rhodes Scholarship is a post-graduate award supporting outstanding all-around students at the 

University of Oxford. The award covers all university and college fees, a personal stipend and airfare. 

www.amscan.org
https://goldwater.scholarsapply.org/
http://us.fulbrightonline.org/
http://www.gatesscholar.org/
http://www.us-irelandalliance.org/
http://www.marshallscholarship.org/
http://usrp.usra.edu/
http://www.rhodesscholar.org/


Deadlines are typically in early October, with the writing process beginning the preceding spring. 

Faculty Representative: Dr. Patrick Hicks 

• The Truman Scholarship is a merit-based grant awarded to undergraduate students who wish to 

attend graduate or professional school in preparation for careers in government, the non-profit sector 

or elsewhere in public service at a leadership level.  The Foundation seeks candidates who have 

extensive records of service, outstanding leadership potential and effective communication skills. 

Financial need is not a consideration. 

Faculty Representative: Dr. Joseph Dondelinger  

https://www.truman.gov/

