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New Look for
Heritage Park
      the hail storm of 2014 left the paint
damaged on the four buildings in
Heritage Park.  Fortunately, they are
covered under the Augustana
university insurance plan.  now a
contract has been signed for the
painting and staining to be done and
we look forward to the fresh new
appearance that will result.  the
rolvaag Writing Cabin will be stained
the last week of May, the
Berdahl/rolvaag House painted the
first part of June, followed by the
eggers Country School and finally the
Beaver Creek Church.  With a little
cooperation from the weather, they
should all be finished by July 8.  We
trust the painting will not disrupt
touring.  the end result will be worth
any inconvenience! 

Genealogy 
Interest Group
      this group welcomes all persons
interested in researching their
norwegian ancestry.  Meetings are
scheduled for March 29, April 26 and
May 31 before they break for
summer.  they meet regularly on the
last tuesday evening of the month at
7 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall of grace
lutheran Church, 3300 e. 18th Street,
Sioux Falls.  Please enter the building
off of the parking lot at the rear of
the church.  there is a small parking
lot as well as street parking available.
Meetings usually include a coffee
break with treats furnished by
participants.  Meetings conclude by 
9 p.m.

nordland Heritage
Foundation to Sponsor
immigration  Display

During the month of April, the Nordland
Heritage Foundation in partnership with Gjoa
Lodge Sons of Norway will be hosting an
exhibit titled “New Land, New Life:
Norwegian Immigration to Minnesota, 1825-
1925”.  The display, a series of 20 panels, will
be free and open to the public in the Student
Street on the main floor of the Morrison
Commons Building on the Augustana
University campus from April 1-April 15, and
in the Gathering Place at Our Savior’s
Lutheran Church from April 16-May 1.  Both
venues are very accessible and will be
available during normal business hours and
beyond.

General topics ranging from “Why
Norwegians Immigrated” to “Churches and

Congregations” and “Politics and Reforms” are all
addressed within attractive text and photographs on the panels.  
     These historic panels were developed by the St. Paul Sons of Norway Lodge and
were loaned to the Foundation free of charge.  They have been displayed in various
settings throughout Minnesota over the past three years, including several county
museums.  This is the first exhibit out of the state of Minnesota.    
     An opening reception is scheduled for Sunday, April 3, in the Morrison Commons
from 4 to 6 p.m. for all Nordland Heritage Foundation and Sons of Norway members
and friends.

AnnuAl norDlAnD 
HeritAge FounDAtion Meeting 
     Mark June 12, 2016, on your calendar as the date of the annual NHF meeting.
The day begins at 10:30 AM with a traditional Lutheran service at the Beaver
Creek Church in Heritage Park.  The preacher this year will be the Rev. David
Johnson.  The service is from the Concordia hymnbook and is the one used at
Beaver Creek when the church closed its doors as a regular congregation.
     Brunch will be at 12:00 noon in the 3-in-1 room at the Augustana Morrison
Commons.  A short business meeting will follow to vote on accepting new
members on the NHF Board of Directors.  Special music will be provided by
Augustana music faculty member Russell Svenningsen.  
     Vice President Charles Berdahl will present a film entitled “Letters from
America,” a meaningful short film done by film maker Tim Schwab.  “Letters from
America” is a beautifully filmed biography chronicling the life and work of Ole
Rolvaag as well as the Norwegian community of his time.  Norwegian folk art and
music capture the character of the traditional culture Rolvaag encouraged and
defended throughout his life.  Rolvaag’s own words, taken from his personal
papers, writings and letters form much of the narrative.  The film is narrated by
Academy Award-winner Celeste Holm.  
     Reservations are necessary for the lunch.  Details will follow.    

Display panel from exhibit.



new land, new life! for Johannes and 
Kristi Berdahl
     Johannes was born at the Berdahl Farm in Sogn, Norway, October 12, 1822.  His

parents died when Johannes was
22 years old and his older
brother, Ole, inherited the farm.
When Johannes married Kristi,
daughter of Anders and Martha
Henjum, there was no longer
place for them at Berdahl, so he
took his young wife and what
little belongings they had and
settled in an area called Jordahl,
in Fjaerland Sogn.  Here he
rented a place that had a small
log hut that they could crawl
into.  It was built close to the

seashore on a little elevation.  It was a very rough and stony area so that everything
brought there by boat or raised on the place had to be carried on their backs.  The
hay they grew across the fjord had to be brought across in the boat and carried to
the hayloft or placed on poles to dry.
     They managed to make a scant living there for 8 years.  During that time 4
children were born to them, the first being Andrew, born on December 10, 1848 and
eventually the builder of the Berdahl/Rolvaag House.  Andrew was followed by
Erick,Anfin and daughter Christi.  By 1856 there was a little colony of folk planning
to leave Norway and head for Iowa.  Johannes was eager to join this group but did
not have the necessary money.  A generous neighbor agreed to lend him the money
and that settled the question, they would go to America!
     They left from Bergen on an old passenger ship named Columbus.  There was
much seasickness and also an outbreak of measles but after a journey of 9 weeks
they arrived in Quebec.  From there it took another 3 weeks to reach Winneshiek
County, Iowa, travelling by canal boat drawn by mules, train, and steamboat on the
Mississippi River.  The last 30
miles was by oxen and heavy
truck wagon.  They arrived
with no money and no food.
Kind folk took them in.
     Johannes was not easily
discouraged and he quickly
found work grubbing stumps
and haying with a scythe.
There was no land available for sale and
with a fifth child, Martha, and an aunt and
uncle living with them, they needed a place
with more room and possibilities.  An
acquaintance told them about an area north
of Spring Grove in Black Hammer Township,
Houston County, Minnesota where they
could settle on a school section, start a farm,
pay no rent, and have the option to buy when it went on the market.  
     They made the move and the Otterness family took them in until they could
build something for themselves.  While living with the Otternesses, Ole, the sixth
child, was born and none was old enough to be much help!  Lincoln was elected
president, the Civil War began, and once again Johannes moved his family, this time
to 80 acres of prairie land about 3 miles from where they had been living.  Here a
dugout was built and the seventh child, Herman, was born.  As the family grew in
size and number Johannes was eager to move.  His primary goal was to provide for
his family and to keep them together.  
     He sold the 80 acres, bought a quarter section in Fillmore County, and they
moved again in 1866.  Before they moved brother John was born.  There were now 6
boys and 2 girls.  The small log house built there was quickly filled.  As the boys grew
they worked on a river boat, on the railroad, in a logging camp, and as threshers.  
     In 1867, while living on 160 acres in Fillmore County, the seventh boy,
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An Invitation to Join
Nordland Heritage
Foundation 
   Kathleen Norris writes in her book
Dakota:  A Spiritual Geography:
      “In the last volume of Ole Rolvaag’s
Giants in the Earth trilogy a country
pastor, addressing Norwegian farmers
in Dakota who are losing their “old
country” ways, and in fact are eager to
lose them in order to become good
Americans, declares that “a people that
has lost its traditions is doomed.”  
He adds:

If this process of leveling down, of
making everybody alike…is
allowed to continue, America is
doomed to become the most
impoverished land spiritually on
the face of the earth; out of our
highly praised melting pot will 
come a dull…smug complacency,
barren of all creative thought…
Dead will be the hidden life of the
heart which is nourished by
tradition, the idioms of language,
and our attitude to life.  It is out of
these elements that character
grows.”

      With these thoughts in mind, if you
are not already a member, please join
the Nordland Heritage Foundation in
our important work of preserving the
heritage of the northern plains and
our northern European roots.  We
continue to be a nation of immigrants.
We cannot hope to understand the
culture of others if we do not
understand and preserve our own!   

Memorials
      In memory of Kenneth Raames
given by Ruth Olsen
      In memory of Ron Johnson
given by Dr. Wayne Knutson
      In memory of Gary Kratochvil
given by Ruth Olsen

Fjaerland Sogn - the area where Johannes and Kristi first
settled in norway.

the family
traveled by
various means
to reach iowa
from Quebec,
Canada.



JoHAnneS AnD KriSti BerDAHl PortrAitS
   The above portraits are of Johannes and Kristi (Henjum) Berdahl.  They are the
parents of Andrew, married to Karen (Otterness), whose home is now the
Berdahl/Rolvaag House in the Nordland Heritage Park.
     The portraits are gifts from John Thompson, the great-grandson of Johannes and
Kristi and were delivered by Ann Thompson Larson, John’s daughter.  The portraits
originally hung in the Herman Berdahl homestead 8 miles west of Garretson.
     Holding the portraits are Ann Thompson Larson and Charles Berdahl.  Ann is a
daughter of John Thompson and a great-great-granddaughter of Johannes and Kristi.
Charles Berdahl is a great-grandson of Johannes and Kristi Berdahl.
     Among the goals of the Nordland Heritage Foundation is the “preservation of
Scandinavian heritage and the study and celebration of the frontier experiences of
all ethnic groups on the northern prairies and plains.”  The wonderful buildings of
our Heritage Park have hundreds of stories that were lived in and through them but
in a larger sense, they represent thousands more that played out in this region.

Christopher, was born.  This brought the number of children to nine.  Their acreage
looked too small to Johannes for the whole family to share.  He realized that some of
the older children would be likely to leave soon and he did not like to have the
family separated.  He figured that in the western country there would be an
abundance of land for all of them.  In the spring of 1871 Johannes, with a few of his
neighbors, went west to look over the country.  They went as far as the Sioux River,
somewhere near where Brandon is today, and saw land and timber that suited them
well.  Thus western fever was started.  
     The next year when the spring work was done a group of 5 repeated this trip
only to find that the timber was gone and the tract of land Johannes had looked at
was taken.  A surveyor showed them an area along Slip Up Creek where they could
be close to other Norwegian families.  It was prairie land with no stumps to grub
and there was timber near by.  They chose plots and drove across the prairie to the
land office in Vermillion to file their claims.  To hold their claims against all comers,
the law required that they break five acres of sod.  This they did, and little else,
before returning home shortly after the 4th of July.
     The next requirement was to show further improvements to the land within six
months.  In November they began their next trip to Dakota Territory.  The weather
had been beautiful all fall so they were ill prepared for the fierce blizzards and 
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Charles Berdahl and Ann thompson larson hold portraits of Johannes and Kristi Berdahl.

extreme cold they experienced.  All
they were able to do was purchase
trees and cut them to make crutches
that would some day support a sod
roof.
     In May, 1873 a caravan of ten
covered wagons with five horse teams
and five ox teams left Fillmore County
in Minnesota to found the Slip Up
Creek community.  They brought with
them 85 head of cattle, 8 colts and 30
sheep to drive.  It was a wet spring
and they had to pass through many
small sloughs and long stretches of
water.  The most difficult was near
Worthington where they had been
caught in a sudden blizzard the
previous winter.  Here a half mile
valley was covered with water.  Each
wagon was unloaded, the contents
placed on a large raft, and the flat boat
pushed across by the men and boys.  
     Sixteen new claims were filed by
this group when they arrived at their
destination and in the years that
followed others joined the settlement.
Johannes was the driving force behind
this venture and it is an honor to have
his portrait, along with the portrait of
his courageous wife, at home in the
house built by his eldest son,Andrew
Berdahl and his wife Karen.

the Berdahl family was part of a caravan to
move to Dakota territory and file land
claims.



Highlights of the eggers Country School 
and the Man Who Saved it
Did you know …

• The teacher in the Eggers School in the year 1910-1911 had 20 students
and was paid $45 per month.

• During World War I teacher pay increased to $125 per month but
dropped drastically during the 1930’s, the depression years.

• There were only 8 students in the school when it closed in 1957.

• Pearl Machmiller, the last surviving teaching of the Eggers Country
School, died on March 24, 2016, at the age of 93.  She taught there for 2
school years, from 1946 to 1948.

James Wehde and his wife Vi bought the school building at auction in 1966 and
moved it to their farm a mile north and ½ mile east of the original site.  There it
remained for 27 years.  Some desks and books and other articles were divided
among the families present at the auction.  The rest of the contents were stored in
the building.  James used the school for storage until he and Vi donated it to the
Nordland Heritage Foundation.  After some initial repair, it was moved to the
Augustana (then) College Heritage Park in the fall of 1993.  Restoration was
completed by former students, and the school was dedicated at the Nordland Fest in
June of 1994.  We are grateful to the Wehdes for their foresight and generosity. 

Members to date
Arendt, ron/lois
Baude, Carol 
Belknap, Karen/rowan
Berdahl, Alan/Joan
Berdahl, Andrew/Janet Doughty
Berdahl, Charles/Judy
Berdahl, Christopher/lori
Berdahl, Donald
Berdahl, James/Susan
Berdhal, Mark
Berdhal, Wayne
Brendtro, gary/Mary 
Broin, rob/Mirram
Carlson, Jim A.
Costar, James/Joy
Crawford, Bernice
Dedrickson, Jim/Judy
earl, gary/Sandra
eiesland, David/Jan
eisland, gail D.
eitrheim, norman/Clarice
elmen, Bob/rita
elmen, eloise
emmel, eleanor 
engh, ray/Joyce
erdahl, Marion
Flynn, Michael
Fossum, Arlyn/Joann
Freeman, Jerry/Mary
grevlos, Dorothy
Haase, Dick/edna
Hanson, Milton/Marj
Hanson, Willis
Hofstad, W./Sharon
isakson, Joseph
iseminger, Ken
Jesncks, Joan/Jerald
Johnson, Bob/Betty
Johnson, David
Johnson, Judy
Johnson, ray/Marty 
Johnson, ron
Kaatz, Brian/Joyce
Kampmeyer, Arlys/gary
Kennedy, Kevin/Karen
Kilen, Frances
Kittleson, John e./Marcia
Kraus, Karen
larson, Paul
lefler, Arlene
Marten, roy
Mattheis, Kenneth
Mayeske, roy/Dorothy
Mikkelson, Herb/Dorothy
naessig, Carl/Janet
nelson, Amy/Christopher
norway, national library
olsen, Arne
olsen, Beret/leon rishniw
olsen, James/toshie
olsen, ruth
olson, James
olson, Joyce
oyos, lynwood
Parker, ruth/ eugene
Poss, Becky
Powers, iona
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eggers Country School is located in Heritage Park on the campus of Augustana university.

Weddings at Beaver Creek Church
     At the NHF February Board of Directors meeting (actually held in March, due to a
snowstorm) a few changes were made regarding policies for weddings at the Beaver
Creek Church in Heritage Park.
     The 124-year-old church continues to be a popular site for couples who would
like a unique, intimate, religious setting for their wedding ceremony.
     Thanks to Ray and Marty Johnson, the church is cleaned and prepped for each of
those ceremonies and the setting is always very special for the weddings.  Ray was a
member of the church when it was at its original location south of Harrisburg, and
he and Marty take particular pride in sharing the church and keeping it in excellent
condition.
     Several weddings are planned for 2016.  Many of these will take place with a
brand new outside paint job completed, which is scheduled for late spring or early
summer for all the Park buildings.  The weddings already scheduled will be under
the “old rules”, but beginning October 1, 2016 the cost for a wedding will be $300,
that amount going for cleaning, the Church fund, and the Park fund.  In addition, we
will work toward a central telephone number that is answered during all business
hours so wedding planners can get quick responses for availability and cost.  Our
website will be changed accordingly.  Sometime this summer we will also be looking
for a back-up for the Johnson’s great work, perhaps establishing another team or
two for the building preparation.
     We also would like to establish a list of pastors who would be available for
weddings at the church, thus making the planning a little easier.
     All of these things potentially will result in weddings continuing to be a
wonderful experience in Heritage Park, with many new visitors seeing the Park and
being part of our effort to keep our past history alive. 



news from other Heritage organizations
MINNEHAHA MANSKOR
     Greetings from the Mandskor!  We are very busy with preparation for the
2016 Sangerfest to be held at the Sioux Falls Convention Center, June 9-11.  Sioux
Valley Singers Association is hosting the event and the Norse Glee Club, Canton
Grieg Singers, and Nordic Male Chorus from Sioux City are all heavily involved in
this venture with the Mandskor.  
     In other news, Mandskor will sing at the Sons of Norway meeting on May 12.
This meeting will include a memorial service to honor members who have died
during the past year.

MIDWEST SANGERFEST COMES TO SIOUX FALLS
     In addition to the host choruses, Minnehaha Mandskor, Norse Glee Club,
Canton Grieg Singers and Nordic Male Chorus from Sioux City, singers will
include choruses from Chicago, IL, Decorah IA, Madison, WI, Minneapolis, MN, and
St. Charles, IL totaling about 225 voices.  An orchestra consisting of musicians from
South Dakota Symphony and others will provide instrumental music.  A guest
choir from Norway was invited, but because of the strength of the American
dollar it has, unfortunately, become too expensive for them to travel here.  
     The public can participate in Sangerfest by attending the evening concerts at
the Convention Center on Thursday, June 9, and Saturday, June 11.  Those tickets
can be purchased in advance or at the door.  There will be afterglow meals
following those concerts.  Anyone wishing to attend those must have advance
tickets.  For information call NSAA President Marlan Velgersdyk at 605-906-3625.
Women wishing to attend the Sangerfest activities including luncheons, etc. may
call Carol Velgersdyk at 605-371-0669.  Information is also available at the
Minnehaha Mandskor website,minnehahamandskor.org.

SONS OF NORWAY
     Gjoa Lodge of the Sons of Norway is preparing for their major fund raiser, the
annual Torsk/Meatball Dinner and Bake Sale, to be held on Friday, March 5 at
Nordic Hall.  Serving will be from 4:30pm to 7:30pm and tickets are $17 for
adults, $8 for youth (ages 6-12).  Children under 6 are free.  For reservations call
Beth at 605-553-4725.  
     On April 14 Sons of Norway will meet at Our Savior’s Lutheran Friendship
Room at 7:00 pm when Tom and Judy Stadem will share their experiences of a
recent trip to Africa.  The regular meeting on May 12 will be a Memorial Service
honoring the loss of former SON members this last year and will include a
concert by the Minnehaha Mandskor.
     Syttende Mai will be celebrated on Tuesday evening, May 17, at First Lutheran
Church.  This is a public event recognizing Norway’s Constitution Day.  Watch for
details!

NORDMANS FORBUNDET/THE NORSE FEDERATION
     The spring banquet is scheduled for April 21 in the Three-I-One Room in
Augustana’s Commons Building.  The food is always delicious and the speaker is
Michael Swanson, head of bygdeboker collection at University of North Dakota
library.  He will be talking about ways to navigate that archive.  Anyone interested
in joining the organization and/or coming to the dinner can contact Michael Nitz
at Augustana University (605) 274-5474.

NORSE GLEE CLUB
     The Norse Glee Club is busy preparing for the Midwest Sangerfest June 9,10,
11 to be held here in Sioux Falls.  Between now and then there will be joint
rehearsals with the other Sioux Valley choruses.  Watch for word of a lutefisk
supper in the fall! 

Members continued

rolfing, rex
rolvaag, Paul
rossing, Vicenta/William
rowberg, Brynhild
Santillano, Solveig/Mark
Schultz, greg/Karen
Schwerin, Judith
Scott, Bob/Connie
Simons, Bob/Sue
Srstka, robert/Kim
Stadem, leroy/elizabeth
Sturdevant, John
Sunde, Carl
thompson, Harry/ronelle
Viste, Arlen
Vogt, Jay/elizabeth
Wangsness, Mark
Wehde, James F.
Wencil, Megan
Westerdahl, Bill
Zempel, Solveig/elden

Current members as of March 1, 2016.

Heritage Park
Website
     Remember that Nordland Heritage
Foundation now has a website that
can be reached at
www.nordlandheritage.org.  This is
hosted by Augustana University and
can be viewed on mobile devices,
tablets and desktop computers.  Here
you will find photos of the park and
text describing the buildings as well
as news of upcoming events.  
      The website’s financial support link
found on the home page accepts
online donations and provides an
opportunity for prospective members
to join the Foundation.  Please view
our website and provide any
feedback you may have to our email
address at
nordlandheritagefoundation@gmail.com.



Yes!
i want to join nordland Heritage Foundation and support its work of preserving heritage.     

nAMe ______________________________________________________________________________________________________

ADDreSS ___________________________________________________________________________________________________

ZiP ______________________________telePHone________________________________________________________________

enclosed is a check for:     _____$25 Basic   _____$50 Contributor   _____$100 Donor   _____$250 Sponsor   _____ over $250 Viking     

Annual membership dues include an individual or a couple. 

Send to nordland Heritage Foundation 
Augustana university
Box 735
2001 S. Summit Ave., Sioux Falls, SD 57197

tHe norDlAnD HeritAge FounDAtion
Augustana university
Box 735
2001 S. Summit Ave.
Sioux Falls, SD 57197

• The Nordlander is the news publication
for the nordland Heritage Foundation.
this organization was founded in 1977 
and maintains the historic buildings 
in Heritage Park and makes them
available to the public. ruth olsen is
the editor.

• Mark your calendar for the Annual
Meeting of nordland Heritage
Foundation on June 12th of 2016.

• the four historic buildings are open 
for touring on Sunday afternoons from
2:00 to 4:00, during the summer.
Special tours can be arranged for
school groups or other interested
parties during the year.  Call 
(605) 338-1291 or (605) 338-6372. 
the park is open  all year. 


