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My name is Seth Wolles and I am a senior athletic training major at Augustana Col-
lege. My hometown is Hartford, South Dakota. After graduation I plan to work as an ath-
letic trainer for a few years and then apply to physician assistant school. Although my
major and career path do not relate to history, I have thoroughly enjoyed working at the
Center forWestern Studies with funding provided by the Julius A. and Dorothy L. Jacob-
sen Internship Fund through the Sioux Falls Area Community Foundation. It has been a
thrill working with and getting to know the CWS staff of Harry,Kristi, and Liz.

A few projects I have worked on include the Carol Mashek collection and the Nor-
wegian SingersAssociation ofAmerica records. The Carol Mashek collection contains his-
torical documents and correspondence donated by the late Carol Mashek and her family.
The Norwegian Singers Association of America collection contains various materials re-
lating to the heritage of Scandinavian male choral music. It has been interesting to learn
how much time, effort, and organization it takes to work in an archives.

The highlight of my internship at the CWS has been working and helping set up
events such as the Boe Forum and the Dakota Conference. I have enjoyed listening to a
countless number of intellectual speakers. It has also been enjoyable to interact with all
the scholars that attend these major events. I am thankful for the experiences and rela-
tionships I have acquired while working at the CWS.
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The 19th Boe Forum on Public Affairs, featuring former Microsoft
executive Robbie Bach speaking on the topic of "Privacy at Risk: Chal-
lenges to Protecting Personal Identity and Data," drew an audience of
nearly 1,700 on October 28. Augustana students with majors in business
administration and computer information systems presented questions
to Mr. Bach in the Q&A session. He answered an unprecedented num-
ber of questions thoughtfully and patiently, expanding on his earlier
comments.His talk emphasized ways the public could counteract cor-
porate intrusions, which is the principal manner in which personal
identity and data are stolen in the United States.

Thirty high school students and teachers from the Sioux Falls area
and twentyAugustana journalism students asked questions of Mr.Bach
at the student news conference earlier that day. In many ways, the in-
formation that this year's speaker shared with the audience about man-
aging threats to our privacy was the most important ever presented at
the Boe Forum. CWS expresses its appreciation to Tony Haga and the
Boe Committee, Rob and Angie Oliver, Profs. Janet Blank-Libra, Jason
Harris, Ryan Sougstad, and Bill Swart for their work with students, and
to many others!

In the coverage provided by the Argus Leader, journalist SteveYoung noted Mr.Bach’s observation that laws and procedures per-
mitting government intrusion into an individual’s privacy were strengthened after 9-11. “He said cases on information technology
need to get in front of the Supreme Court,”Young writes,“to modernize and provide updated guidance in that area.And companies
need to come up with a uniform opt-in system that is simple and allows consumers to choose how much or how little of their in-
formation companies can use.” The full text of the story from the state's largest newspaper may be found at this link:
http://www.augie.edu/news/news-boe-forum-speaker-talks-data-security.

Improving the quality of social and cultural life in the
Northern Plains . . . achieving a better understanding of the
region, its heritage, and its resources . . . and stimulating in-
terest in the solution to regional problems.
(CWS Constitution)

AthleticTrainingMajor is CWS Intern

Former Microsoft executive Robbie Bach responds to questions
fromAugustanabusiness studentsKelseySchnabelandJoelHer-
mann. PresidentOliver (seated left) introduced the speaker,and
CWSBoard ChairTonyHaga (seated right) brought greetings on
behalf of the Center forWestern Studies.

Boe ForumPrepares Audience for Privacy Invasion

CWS intern SethWolles (right) and CWS
archives volunteer Dr. Loren Amundson
(left), now in his eighth year at CWS, are
seen here in bowties at the 2013 Boe
Forum.

Events Calendar
January

Forbidden Landscapes:The Secrets of Northern Norway
(Photography of LarsWestvig)

February
Forbidden Landscapes:The Secrets of Northern Norway
(Photography of LarsWestvig)

21 Saturdays at CWS: Oral HistoryWorkshop with Jessica Neal
and Sam Heeley,USD Oral History Center

27-March 1 Artists of the Plains Art Show & Sale,Holiday Inn City Centre

March
9 On the Record:An Exhibit of Northern Plains Ledger Art opens

April
24-25 Where theWest Begins? (Dakota Conference)

June
30 CWS 2015 Membership Campaign ends

Entrepreneurship Book
Coming in April

Flossie Bear Robe working with quill,
from Little Business on the Prairie:
Entrepreneurship, Prosperity, and
Challenge in South Dakota from
10,000 B.C.E. to the Early Third Mille-
nium, by Robert E.Wright, Nef Family
Chair of Political Economy atAugustana
College. Center for Western Studies
photo.
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NewBoardMembersAppointed

The Board of Directors of the South
Dakota Symphony Orchestra has se-
lected the Center forWestern Studies as
the official repository for the organiza-
tion’s historical records and has agreed
to establish an endowment atAugustana
for the care of the archives in perpetuity.
Jack and Linda Stengel, with the assis-
tance of Kent Scribner,brought the pro-
posal to the Symphony Board, after
several meetings with Executive Direc-
tor HarryThompson and CollectionsAs-
sistant LizThrond.

Symphony Places
Historical Records at CWS

TakingCWS to the FarWest!
At the 49th annual meeting of the interna-

tional Western Literature Association, Execu-
tive Director Harry Thompson presented a
paper on two recent works of Great Plains
nonfiction about growing up in the Dakotas—
The Horizontal World: Growing Up Wild in
the Middle of Nowhere (2006), by Debra Mar-
quart, and Ghost Dances: Proving Up on the
Great Plains (2012),by Josh Garrett-Davis. “In
the company of 250 delegates from universi-
ties in Germany, Denmark, England, Brazil, Japan, Canada, and the U.S.,”Thompson re-
marks, “I was proud to fly the CWS flag in the far west at this conference sponsored by
the University of Victoria, British Columbia. The conference theme was “Bordersongs,”
inspired byWashington State writer Jim Lynch’s novel Border Songs.

Marquart grew up on a farm near Napoleon,N.D., in the 1960s and 1970s,whereas
Garrett-Davis was raised in Hot Springs and Pierre,S.D., in the 1980s and 1990s. Thomp-
son’s paper examined each author’s choice of musical lifestyle,a major theme in both au-
tobiographies. The photo above shows one of the ferries from the mainland returning
to the Inner Harbour at Victoria, the provincial capital, which is located on an island—
a west made of water and mountains.

35thArt ShowSet for Late February
One of the distinctive features of the CWSArtists of the PlainsArt Show & Sale is the

opportunity patrons have to visit with the artists. Another is the availability of original
works of art by the twenty-five artists who have been invited (see our website for a list-
ing). Plan now to attend on February 27-28 and March 1,2015. The Premiere Reception
will be held on Friday, February 27, 5:00-9:00 pm,with the awards ceremony at 8:00.

Have you ever wished your support of CWS could make a special impact—maybe be-
yond your annual membership? With the successful conclusion of the Center’s recent
endowment and exhibit expansion campaigns,we are connecting current CWS program
and project needs with donor interest. Donors may now participate in the life of the
Center in specific and visible ways—through Focused Giving. With the Art Show and
Dakota Conference looming on the horizon, please consider directing your particular
support to one of these opportunities:

ARTISTS OF THE PLAINS ART SHOW & SALE
Professional Artist Awards Patron: $600
Student Artist Awards Patron: $500
Exhibit Room Sponsor: $1,000
Exhibit Room Patron: $500
Premiere Reception Sponsor: $400
Artists’Coffee Sponsor (3 days): $300

DAKOTA CONFERENCE ON THE NORTHERN PLAINS
Sponsorships: $500-$1,000
Refreshments for Breaks: $250
Autograph Party: $250
Awards for Best Papers: $250

FocusedGivingOpportunities
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Two days after the Boe Forum,CWS
staff met with Split Rock Studios to re-
view the latest designs for the new mu-
seum exhibits. Melding 90 pages of
interpretive text and labeling together
with scores of photos and artifacts to
create meaningful displays is the chal-
lenge the staff must now see to com-
pletion. CWS has sent the designers 15
pages of comments in preparation for
moving to the production stage in Janu-
ary. The project has entered the phase
when the museum galleries are under
renovation, so some of the original ex-
hibits may be viewed only on the CWS
website, such as the Jim Savage Studio
Exhibit (visit http://www.augie.edu/jim-
savage-preserving-our-western-heritage-
wood).

Exhibit Expansion
InitiativeUpdate

Between now and June, CWS is conducting its annual member renewal campaign.
After the Boe Forum but before the end of the calendar year,members receive their re-
newal packet so they have the option of claiming their membership as a tax deduction
in the current or following year. To prepare for the opening of our new museum ex-
hibits in the fall of 2015,we will not be holding a year-end fundraiser this June,so please
consider increasing your annual membership and/or taking advantage of the Focused
Giving opportunities (see page 3).This is also a good time to encourage friends and fam-
ily to consider becoming members of CWS!

2015 Membership Campaign Underway

The afternoon’s festivities on October 10 began with a meeting ofAugustana’s Inter-
national Club (featuring Norway),with about 80 students in attendance, and then transi-
tioned to a presentation by the artist Lars Westvig, who spoke movingly about the
uniqueness of northern Norway,where he teaches nursing at the University of Nordland.
Professor Westvig flies his own small aircraft to capture the remarkable photos on ex-
hibit, open through March 2, 2015. CWS expresses its appreciation to both the Interna-
tional Programs Office, especially Donn Grinager, and the Department of Nursing.

Forbidden Landscapes Exhibit FeaturesNordland

The weekly meeting of the Augustana Interna-
tional Club was held in the CWS galleries in con-
junction with the exhibit Forbidden Landscapes.
Students from Norway provided insight into their
country.

Are the Great Plains where the Mid-
west ends and the West begins? What
geographical and demographic charac-
teristics help us identify the northern re-
gion of the Great Plains? In what ways
are the Northern Plains changing? What
issues confront Native American com-
munities, and how will these communi-
ties respond to future challenges? For
the Dakota Conference, April 24-25,
2015,CWS is seeking papers and panels
that address the theme of Where the
West Begins? Geography, Identity, and
Promise or other topics related to the
region.

Send a one-page paper or session
proposal with title, brief summary, and
contact information to “Dakota Confer-
ence,” The Center for Western Studies,
Augustana College,2001 S.SummitAve.,
Sioux Falls, SD 57197, or e-mail dakota-
conference@augie.edu. Submission
forms are available online at
www.augie.edu/center-for-western-
studies. Proposals are due on or before
February 13, 2015.An online version
of the schedule will be available in
March.

DakotaConference to
Explore Regional Identity

Augustana's facilities crew prepares the
Fantle Gallery for the new exhibits.

Staff News

Donald F. Montileaux, a regularly featured artist at
the CWS winter show, recently donated the ledger
work First One There to the Center's Fine Art Col-
lection.

Upon the recommendation of the CWS Art Com-
mittee, Stan Christopherson, Chair, the Board of
Directors voted to purchase Michael Paul's Fager-
land as the representative work of art from the
Center's 125th Anniversary of Statehood Exhibit.

Artist Lars Westvig speaks about his photogra-
phy of northern Norway on exhibit in the CWS
galleries.

In Memoriam
Families of the following beloved

ones have graciously requested that
memorial gifts be directed to the Cen-
ter forWestern Studies:Barbara As-
paas, wife of Board member Lynn
Aspaas;Elizabeth Riggs Gutch,
mother of John Gutch; and Robert
Law, husband of Board member Gerry
Berger Law.

We are very excited to announce that new material from the Blue CloudAbbey-
American Indian Culture Research Center Collection and Dr. Paul A.Boe-Wounded
Knee II Papers are now available in the CWS Digital Collections!The material was up-
loaded in October in honor of Native American Day and National Archives Month.

Over 1,100 images of nearly 600 artifacts from Blue CloudAbbey can now be
viewed online.Most of this collection is related to the missionary work of Blue Cloud's
Benedictine monks with the Sioux tribes of the Dakotas.Moccasins, necklaces, bags,
regalia, and other clothing items exhibiting Sioux and Christian symbolism in bead-
and quillwork are featured along with carved Catlinite pipe bowls and various other
objects.The time period of the artifacts ranges from ca. 1860 to the 1990s.

Documents related to Dr. Boe’s experiences at the 1973 occupation ofWounded
Knee on the Pine Ridge Reservation are also available.TheAmerican Indian Movement
invited Boe, a Lutheran pastor, to go toWounded Knee during the occupation as an ob-
server and friend.During the ensuing legal battles, Boe nearly served time in prison for
refusing to testify about what he saw there.Available in digital format are 45 letters
and memoranda from Boe's personal papers covering the time periods of spring 1973
(the occupation) and winter 1973-1974 (the legal battle).Thousands of additional
pages, restricted by copyright, are available for in-house research in the CWS archives.

Upon the recommendation of the CWS Board of Directors,President Rob Oliver has
appointed Dr. Joseph Dondelinger and Dr.Mary Brendtro as new board members. Thir-
teen community and eleven college representatives comprise the Board, and for 2015,
there were two openings for representatives of the college. Professor Dondelinger is a
member of the Department of Government and International Affairs at Augustana.
Known for his familiarity with the CivilWar andWorldWar II,Dr.Dondelinger brings to
the Board his enthusiasm for the Center’sArtists of the PlainsArt Show & Sale and Dakota
Conference. Professor of Nursing Emeritus Dr.Mary Brendtro has served on the Board
in the past and has special interest in the Center’s art program and the Boe Forum. The
Board expresses its deepest appreciation to Dr. Lynwood Oyos and Mr. Bruce Blake for
their service to CWS over the past six years.

New in theDigital Collections

LizThrond,CollectionsAssistant,and Jon
Cisar,who recently purchased a historic
home in the Cathedral District, are fea-
tured in the latest issue of South
Dakota Magazine. For the article
“What’sWorth Saving for Our Next 125
Years?,” Liz comments,“One of my pas-
sions is film history and classic film. 125
years from now, I hope they are still
making films in South Dakota [like
Dances withWolves] and finding beauty
in the landscape.” Also featured in this
issue, under “Writers & Artists,” is Erin
Castle, Office Coordinator, who speaks
about the songs found on the latest
album from Union Grove Pickers, in-
cluding “If You Should Stay,” written by
Erin, a vocalist for the blue grass band,
as a tribute to her family. KristiThomas,
Education Assistant, continues toward
her B.A.degree,and in conjunction with
her Museum Studies class, taught by Dr.
Adrien Hannus,she assisted with the ex-
hibit Rock of Ages: Stone Tools–The
Pathway to Human Culture in the
Eide/Dalrymple Gallery.

CWS National Advisory Council mem-
ber Dr.Robert Steensma, Professor
Emeritus,University of Utah, delivered
the plenary luncheon lecture on Octo-
ber 25 entitled "Wallace Stegner:A Man
for All Seasons" to members of the Uni-
versity of Utah's National Advisory
Council, Salt Lake City.
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The 19th Boe Forum on Public Affairs, featuring former Microsoft
executive Robbie Bach speaking on the topic of "Privacy at Risk: Chal-
lenges to Protecting Personal Identity and Data," drew an audience of
nearly 1,700 on October 28. Augustana students with majors in business
administration and computer information systems presented questions
to Mr. Bach in the Q&A session. He answered an unprecedented num-
ber of questions thoughtfully and patiently, expanding on his earlier
comments.His talk emphasized ways the public could counteract cor-
porate intrusions, which is the principal manner in which personal
identity and data are stolen in the United States.

Thirty high school students and teachers from the Sioux Falls area
and twentyAugustana journalism students asked questions of Mr.Bach
at the student news conference earlier that day. In many ways, the in-
formation that this year's speaker shared with the audience about man-
aging threats to our privacy was the most important ever presented at
the Boe Forum. CWS expresses its appreciation to Tony Haga and the
Boe Committee, Rob and Angie Oliver, Profs. Janet Blank-Libra, Jason
Harris, Ryan Sougstad, and Bill Swart for their work with students, and
to many others!

In the coverage provided by the Argus Leader, journalist SteveYoung noted Mr.Bach’s observation that laws and procedures per-
mitting government intrusion into an individual’s privacy were strengthened after 9-11. “He said cases on information technology
need to get in front of the Supreme Court,”Young writes,“to modernize and provide updated guidance in that area.And companies
need to come up with a uniform opt-in system that is simple and allows consumers to choose how much or how little of their in-
formation companies can use.” The full text of the story from the state's largest newspaper may be found at this link:
http://www.augie.edu/news/news-boe-forum-speaker-talks-data-security.

Improving the quality of social and cultural life in the
Northern Plains . . . achieving a better understanding of the
region, its heritage, and its resources . . . and stimulating in-
terest in the solution to regional problems.
(CWS Constitution)

AthleticTrainingMajor is CWS Intern

Former Microsoft executive Robbie Bach responds to questions
fromAugustanabusiness studentsKelseySchnabelandJoelHer-
mann. PresidentOliver (seated left) introduced the speaker,and
CWSBoard ChairTonyHaga (seated right) brought greetings on
behalf of the Center forWestern Studies.

Boe ForumPrepares Audience for Privacy Invasion

CWS intern SethWolles (right) and CWS
archives volunteer Dr. Loren Amundson
(left), now in his eighth year at CWS, are
seen here in bowties at the 2013 Boe
Forum.

Events Calendar
January

Forbidden Landscapes:The Secrets of Northern Norway
(Photography of LarsWestvig)

February
Forbidden Landscapes:The Secrets of Northern Norway
(Photography of LarsWestvig)

21 Saturdays at CWS: Oral HistoryWorkshop with Jessica Neal
and Sam Heeley,USD Oral History Center

27-March 1 Artists of the Plains Art Show & Sale,Holiday Inn City Centre

March
9 On the Record:An Exhibit of Northern Plains Ledger Art opens

April
24-25 Where theWest Begins? (Dakota Conference)

June
30 CWS 2015 Membership Campaign ends

Entrepreneurship Book
Coming in April

Flossie Bear Robe working with quill,
from Little Business on the Prairie:
Entrepreneurship, Prosperity, and
Challenge in South Dakota from
10,000 B.C.E. to the Early Third Mille-
nium, by Robert E.Wright, Nef Family
Chair of Political Economy atAugustana
College. Center for Western Studies
photo.
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