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. . . the essayists in this volume will help readers understand the vitality and potential of one of
North America’s most distinctive and productive landscapes. 

— Greg Breining, author of Wild Shore and Paddle North

Conservation on the Northern Plains: New Perspectives, the inaugural volume in the CWS
Public Affairs Series, challenges widespread assumptions about people and nature, re-
framing understandings of both in the process. In eleven essays, ten authors trek across the
Plains to find the people, places, and stories that define conservation. In addressing con-
servation’s reach, the authors reflect on the ordinary, the extraordinary, and the spaces in
between, covering species ranging from horses to honeybees and from pheasants to
wolves. Each essay is a call to revisit conservation and re-engage in discussions of use and
the environment. This collection tackles conservation issues in eight states and Canada,

Improving the quality of social and cultural life in the
Northern Plains . . . achieving a better understanding of the
region, its heritage, and its resources . . . and stimulating 
interest in the solution to regional problems. 
(CWS Constitution)

Check Out our Events Calendar Online or Call CWS
Please visit us online at augie.edu/CWS or on Facebook and Twitter to be sure you don’t miss any CWS events.  New
offerings in the CWS Occasional Series—CWS Afternoons, CWS After Hours, and CWS Saturdays—are posted online.
In addition, CWS galleries will be open the first Saturday of each month, 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

CWS Sponsors Northern Plains Research 
Two examples of recent CWS-sponsored research were showcased at this year’s Dakota

Conference in April. Dr. Kristen “K.C.” Carlson, Assistant Professor of Anthropology at Augus-
tana, had already planned to take needed supplies to the Sacred Stone Camp at Standing Rock
Reservation over Thanksgiving Break in November 2016. Recognizing this as a unique oppor-
tunity for others to learn about the spiritual dimensions of the concern expressed by the “Water
Protectors,” Executive Director Dr. Harry Thompson visited with Dr. Carlson and encouraged
her to apply for a CWS Faculty Research Grant to assist in documenting her journey and to pro-
vide a report of her experience. Carlson presented her research in the May "CWS Afternoons"
segment of the Occasional Series: “Standing Rock: Native Rights and Environmental Steward-
ship.” One of her students, Tressa Munger, presented Carlson’s slide show earlier at the Dakota
Conference.  
Dr. Carlson’s research focuses on paleoenvironmental reconstruction through the use of

stable isotopes and trace elements, as found in Paleoindian bison kills in North America. She
has also studied bison herd manipulation and drive lane construction for bison jumps using
GIS analysis.  
A recipient of a 2016 Center for Western Studies Faculty-Student Research Grant, Assistant

Professor of Sociology and a Faculty Fellow of the Yale Center for Cultural Sociology, Dr. Carolyn
Ly-Donovan and three of her students presented a report on their research entitled “Organi-
zational Priorities of the South Dakota State Medical Association, 1882-1960.”  The student re-

searchers—Dan Schmidtman, Evan Meyer, and Reed Ritterbusch—are Augustana pre-med students. In their presentations,
they noted the need to develop a different set of skills than the scientific analysis with which they are familiar, such as an
awareness of cultural context necessary to decipher historical documents.
In her research, Dr. Ly-Donovan engages with the role of social categorizations like race, ethnicity, gender, and class within

various social institutions and structures, so the opportunity afforded by the records of the state’s medical association pro-
vides a unique opportunity to focus her attention and that of her students on the Northern Plains. In her project summary,

New Conservation Book Released

Dr. K.C. Carlson (Anthropology)
documented her journey to Sa-
cred Stone Camp on the
Standing Rock Reservation
with a CWS Faculty Research
Grant.

Continued on page 9

Continued on page 7

Symphony Orchestra Archives Endowment
Thanks especially to the foresight of Kent Scribner and Jack and Linda Stengel, South Dakota Symphony Orchestra
supporters completed a $25,000 named endowment at Augustana to support the housing and administration by
CWS of the SDSO archives in preparation for the orchestra’s forthcoming centennial observance.
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Continued from page 1
CWS-sponsored Research on Sacred Stone Camp and Medical Practice 

A new exhibit of photographs from the Blue Cloud
Abbey-American Indian Culture Research Center (AICRC) Col-
lection is on display in the Elmen Gallery of the Fantle Build-
ing through August. CWS received the research collections of
the AICRC, including art, artifacts, library materials and photo-
graphs, in 2012 when the abbey closed. They document the
work of the Benedictine missionaries with the tribes of the
Dakotas since the 1870s, particularly in the areas of educa-
tion and spiritual guidance. The exhibit presents a mere peek
at the nearly 85,000-item image collection, highlighting its
potential for scholarly, genealogical, and artistic pursuits. An
example is this image  depicting a boy working in a shoe
shop at Marty, SD, on the Yankton Reservation in 1956. 

In conjunction with the recently concluded Dakota Con-
ference on religion and spirituality, the Native-inspired vest-
ments of Father Stan, founder of the AICRC and passionate
supporter of Indian culture, are also currently on display. Col-
lections Assistant Liz Cisar has assembled a slide show and
talk highlighting some of the photographic treasures in this
collection. Contact Liz by calling CWS if your group would
like to see her presentation.

Dr. Ly-Donovan reports the following: “By examining
collections pertaining to the development and insti-
tutionalization of the voluntary physician’s association
in the State of South Dakota, we were hoping to find
data on how institutional structures evolved, and ad-
ditionally, whether the South Dakota State Medical As-
sociation (SDSMA) acknowledged, represented, or
engaged with particular groups during this process. In
particular, our central concerns dealt with questions
such as: What goals, approaches, practices, or beliefs
were evoked during the development of the SDSMA?
Did the governing body deal with specific questions
pertaining to medicine and health of particular de-
mographic groups (or potential patients lived experi-
ences)?”  
Examination of the documents housed at CWS led

the research team to several conclusions, such as the
following: “While the SDSMA showed strong involve-
ment in legislation affecting the practice of allopathic
medicine in South Dakota, no mention of any major
Native American health initiatives were seen, even
during periods of significance to Native American
health, such as the formation of the Indian Health
Services.” 
Additional research sponsored and funded by CWS

includes interviews with over thirty World War II vet-
erans, conducted by SDSU Professor Emeritus Dr. John
E. Miller, now housed in the CWS archives, the first
business history of the state of South Dakota by Au-
gustana Nef Family Chair of Political Economy Dr.
Robert E. Wright, published by CWS as Little Business
on the Prairie, and an introduction by Dr. Patrick Hicks
(English) to the reprint of Herbert Krause’s The
Thresher, to be published later this year, based on
Hicks’ research using the Krause Papers at CWS and
travels to the Krause family farm. From its very begin-
nings, CWS was conceived as a research and publish-
ing agency, and now, boosted by significant
endowment growth, the Center is able to fund re-
search by Augustana faculty and students and schol-
ars from other institutions.

2

Sociology assistant professor Dr. Carolyn Ly-Donovan gives an overview of
her work on the priorities of the South Dakota State Medical Association
from its beginning until 1960, based on research she and her students con-
ducted in the CWS archives and sponsored by a CWS Faculty-Student Re-
search Grant.

Students (l. to r.) Reed Ritterbusch, Dan Schmidtman, and Evan Meyer each
presented his CWS-sponsored research under the direction of Dr. Carolyn
Ly-Donovan at the Dakota Conference.

New Exhibit Features Blue Cloud Abbey Photos 

A dozen artifacts from the Blue Cloud Abbey-American
Indian Culture Research Center Collection at the Center
for Western Studies are currently on loan to Bramble Park
Zoo in Watertown, SD, for a new exhibit scheduled to open
June 17.
The exhibit is an exploration of Dakota Sioux culture,

with a special focus on their connections with the animal
world. Artifacts loaned from CWS include a headdress, tur-
tle fetishes, arrowheads, stone tools, and Catlinite pipe
bowls carved with buffalo effigies. The exhibit, which also
features images from the Episcopal Diocese of South
Dakota archives at CWS, will be on display inside the zoo’s
Discovery Center through spring 2020.  
Several artifacts from the Blue Cloud Abbey Collection

are already featured in the Voices of the Northern Plains ex-
hibit in the Fantle Building. But this collaboration with
Bramble Park Zoo has provided a wonderful opportunity
to exhibit portions of the collection in closer proximity to
their original home in Marvin, SD. The collection came to
CWS during the winter of 2012-2013 following the closure
of Blue Cloud Abbey and its on-site museum, the Ameri-
can Indian Culture Research Center.
The loan was greatly facilitated by the inclusion of pho-

tographs and descriptive information for nearly 600 arti-
facts from the collection within the original CWS Digital
Collections hosted by PastPerfect-Online (cws.pastper-
fect-online.com/). Plans are in motion to migrate this ma-
terial to the new Northern Plains Peoples & Places (np3)
database, so all the Center’s digital archives can be easily
searched in one location.

Throughout the 2016-2017 academic year, Noah Sundstrom has served
on the staff at CWS as a Mildred White Intern. A junior from Harrisburg,
SD, he is studying philosophy at Augustana and later plans to attend
graduate school. His projects at CWS have included updating collections
information on the CWS web-site, assisting with maintenance of the
Krause Library, and processing new material transferred to the Augus-
tana University archives from various offices on campus. He is currently
working on a new exhibit about Sioux Falls inventor and philanthropist
Thomas Fawick to complete his internship in Northern Plains Studies.

Artifacts Return Temporarily to Northeast Corner of the State

From time to time, CWS receives requests to reprint essays and chapters from previous publications, or entire books.
In October we were asked by Layman Poupard Publishing for permission to reprint the essays “Neihardt, Momoday, and
the Art of Indian Autobiography,” by William Bloodworth, and “’Intimate Immensity’: Mythic Spaces in the Works of Laura
Ingalls Wilder,” by Delores Rosenblum, in the 1978 collection of essays Where the West Begins: Essays on Middle Border and
Siouxland Writing in Honor of Herbert Krause, edited by Arthur R. Huseboe and William Geyer. The essays will appear in the
John G. Neihardt volume in the Twentieth Century Literature Criticism series in 2017.  CWS dates its beginnings as a pub-
lisher under its own imprint from that year, which also saw the publication of Sundancing at Rosebud and Pine Ridge, by
Thomas Mails.  
Over the past few years, CWS has reprinted Fort Sisseton, by Harold Schuler, and The Quartzite Border, by Gordon

Iseminger.  A forthcoming reprint is The Thresher, by Herbert Krause, with an introduction by Writer-in-Residence Patrick
Hicks. The Center for Western Studies through Augustana University holds the literary rights to all of Krause’s works.

South Carolina Publisher Reprints Neihardt and Wilder Essays
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CWS congratulates the 2017 Artists
of the Plains Art Show & Sale
prizewinners: front row (l. to r.): Jen-
nifer White, First Place-Two Dimen-
sional Award; Deb Gengler-Copple,
Second Place-Two Dimensional
Award; Kate Finley, Second Place-
Student Award; second row: Harry
Thompson, Executive Director; Alex
Meyer, First Place-Student Award;
Jerry Fogg, First Place-Three Di-
mensional Award; Arnold Bortnem,
Second Place-Three Dimensional
Award; and Stan Christopherson,
Chairman, Board of Directors.

Crowds enjoy the opportunity to speak to artists, such as Carol Lundeen
(l.), during the 37th Annual Artists of the Plains Art Show & Sale at the
Hilton Garden Inn in Downtown Sioux Falls. This remarkable event spon-
sored by CWS saw a large number of people turn out to purchase art-
work from 24 local and regional artists. Artists realized more than
$48,000 in sales (CWS does not accept a commission on any art sold.)

Painter Gisèle Robinson from Evanston, WY, reflects on her final
Artists of the Plains Art Show & Sale appearance. Gisèle and her
husband, Pete, have taken on the long drive to South Dakota for
25 years before making the difficult decision to retire from the
show this year.

Through this year’s Boe Forum, CWS fostered student suc-
cess and provided a distinctive and exciting educational ex-
perience for 700 Augustana students, as well as 2,500
university and community members, for a total attendance
of 3,200.  TV coverage included stories on KELOLAND and
KDLT. Suggested by Rebecca Sunde, a student member of the
CWS Boe Forum Committee, astrophysicist Neil deGrasse
Tyson was originally invited in 2014. To celebrate the science
being conducted daily in Sioux Falls at Augustana, EROS, San-
ford, and Avera, the CWS Board renewed its invitation in
2016. Just before going onstage, Board Chair Stan Christo-
pherson took the opportunity to present Dr. Tyson with the
CWS pin. The 21st Boe Forum with the Director of the Hayden
Planetarium was the most expensive forum to date, but in
keeping with the provisions of the Boe Trust, all tickets were 
issued free of charge.

Boe Forum Celebrates 
Science and Discovery 

The Center for Western Studies is pleased to acknowledge the important contributions made by retiring community and
university Board members Dr. Karla Abbott, Shon Cronk, Deb Hagemeier, and John McIntyre. Karla’s enthusiastic and ex-
tensive involvement with the Dakota Conference has been much appreciated. Her prayer before Russell Means’ talk at the
2012 conference set the tone for that address. We are pleased to acknowledge Shon Cronk’s service on the Collections Com-
mittee and his financial support of the digitization initiative, and John McIntyre’s service on the Boe Forum Committee and
his financial support of the Artists of the Plains Art Show & Sale. Without the guidance of Deb Hagemeier, Chair of the Col-
lections Committee, the Blair and Linda Tremere CWS Digital Collections Initiative would not have developed as quickly and
professionally. As Assistant Director of Mikkelsen Library, she shared her technical knowledge of electronic platforms, and in
partnership with CWS created the online collections database Northern Plains People & Places (np3).
The Center for Western Studies is also pleased to welcome the following new Board members: From the university, Busi-

ness Administration and Accounting Assistant Professor Jason Harris, attorney, faculty representative to the Boe Forum fea-
turing Robbie Bach, and CWS member; and Judith Howard, Library Media Services librarian (ret.), technical coordinator for
Dakota Conference presenters for many years, and CWS member. From the community: Stan Christopherson, counselor at
the Sioux Falls VA Medical Center (ret.), former Board member, and CWS member; and Wayne Fanebust, attorney, corporate
legal consultant, author of several history books, including Outlaw Dakota, and CWS member.

Retiring and New Board Members

Freya Simpson, Librarian at the Tripp County Library Grossenburg Memorial in Winner, SD, took the time to express her
appreciation for a complimentary copy of Little Business on the Prairie, by Dr. Robert E. Wright, Nef Family Chair in Politi-
cal Economy at Augustana. “Economic development information and the know-how for moving in the direction of ful-
fillment is much needed in our small communities.  This book will be an inspiration for entrepreneurs and risk-takers,”
she writes. If you know of a library near you that might want a free copy of Dr. Wright’s history of South Dakota’s entre-
preneurial spirit, please contact CWS.

Little Business for Libraries

February Art Show in Downtown Sioux Falls Enjoyed Warm Temps 
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(Right) Charmaine White
Face (Zumila Wobaga) 
received the Award for
Distinguished Contribu-
tion to the Preservation of
the Cultural Heritage of
the Northern Plains at the
2017 Dakota Conference.
Presenting the award on
behalf of the Board of Di-
rectors was Stan Christo-
pherson, Chair (l.).
Charmaine, an Oglala
Lakota, is a biologist, au-
thor, environmental ac-
tivist, and founder of the
Defenders of the Black
Hills. She has appeared as a speaker on two previous occasions, invited by confer-
ence director Harry Thompson (r.)

(Above) Collections Assistant Liz Cisar (l.) stands
with award recipients of $2,000 in cash for papers
presented at last year’s Dakota Conference (l. to r.):
Miles Browne, Lillian Johnsson, Michael R. Riter, Dr.
Debbie A. Hanson (English), and John A. Little.
Awardees unable to attend this year were Brian A.
Liesinger, Brittany Cleveland, Thomas Norland,
and Cassandra Reidburn. Paper and award titles
may be found in the conference booklet mailed
earlier to members.

(Above) Augustana professors (l. to r.) Dr. Ann Ped-
erson (Religion) and Dr. Karla Abbot (Nursing),
both past CWS Board members, presented their
conference talk “Land, Religion, and the Dakota
Access Pipeline,” based on their visit to the Oceti
Sakowin Camp at Standing Rock.

(Left) Marcella LeBeau, of Eagle
Butte, told the story of the return
of the Ghost Dance Shirt to the
Wounded Knee Survivors' Associa-
tion from Glasgow, Scotland. A
member of the Two Kettle Band of
the Cheyenne Sioux Tribe, Marcella
was secretary of the association at
the time. A frequent speaker at the
conference, last year, she shared
her experiences as a First 
Lieutenant in the Army Nurse
Corps during World War II.

(Right) National Advisory Council
member, former CWS intern, and 
President of JUPER Communica-
tions in the Kansas City-St. Joseph
area, Christel Gollnick presented
the closing address at the Dakota
Conference, providing valuable in-
sight into researching and writing
church histories, drawing upon her
sometimes humorous experience
in documenting the 180th 
anniversary of Stony Point 
Presbyterian Church, in Trimble,
MO. She is co-author of Come 
Together, Think Ahead!: Inspiring
People, Organizations and 
Communities to Thrive (2015).

Continued from page 1
New Conservation Book Released

giving special attention to Colorado, Iowa,
Kansas, Minnesota, Montana, North Dakota,
South Dakota, and Wyoming. 
The volume is edited by Dr. Anthony J.

Amato, Associate Professor of Social Science
at Southwest Minnesota State University.
Dennis Anderson, Outdoors Editor and
Columnist for the Minneapolis Star-Tribune
wrote the foreword. Contributors from Min-
nesota are Anthony J. Amato, Joseph A.
Amato, and William Hoffman; and from South
Dakota, Peter Carrels and Linda Hasselstrom.
Stephen L. Eliason lives in Montana, Miles D.
Lewis in Washington, Andrea Glessner in
Kansas, Lisa Payne Ossian in Iowa, and Barry
L. Stiefel in South Carolina. Copies of the 215-
page book, featuring 16 photographs, are
available for $12.00. Member discount ap-
plies. Conservationwas released in Minnesota
on May 9 at an autograph party sponsored by
the Marshall-Lyon County Library.

A two-page spread, with photos and text, in the
2016 Augustana University Edda focuses on the
work of the Center for Western Studies to reach
out to and encourage students to learn about
the history and cultures of the Northern Plains,
especially Native American culture, as part of
their global educational experience. For the fea-
ture story, writer Carina Hofmeister (’17), a stu-
dent from Germany, interviewed an international
student from Ghana, Tracy Lindsay, and a CWS in-
tern, Thomas Norland. Both agreed on the value
of seizing the opportunity to learn about other
cultures in order to become better informed
about one’s own culture: in the words of Lindsay,
“not only to add to our wealth of knowledge but
also to engage with those cultures and appreci-
ate that culture’s contributions.”  
Hofmeister characterizes Executive Director Dr.

Harry Thompson as having “a passion for North-
ern Plains history and a sense of utter responsi-
bility for the preservation of its culture.” She
writes, quoting Thompson, “The Center for West-
ern Studies acts upon its conviction that the Na-
tive American history and culture are integral
components of the stories that comprise the
Northern Plains region of the American West.”
Hofmeister enumerates the many ways CWS pro-
motes regional studies, such as through its col-
lections, publications, faculty-student research
award, and art and museum exhibits, especially
Voices of the Northern Plains permanent exhibit. 

Augustana Yearbook 
Features CWS’s 
Multicultural Outreach

CWS Occasional Series 

CWS Board of Directors Chairman Stan Christopherson shares insights into his
brother Eugene Christopherson’s legacy as a South Dakota artist at a reception
for the exhibit, South Dakota: A Place For Us All — The Artwork of Eugene
Christopherson.

During a CWS Saturdays talk, Karen Pratt imparts valuable tips and information
for solo travelers to Norway. Thanks to Jamie Volin for suggesting Karen as a
speaker once again.

For the CWS Afternoons talk in early May, Dr. K.C. Carlson (Anthropology) spoke
about her journey over Thanksgiving Break to the Sacred Stone Camp at 
Standing Rock to bring needed supplies as winter was setting in. CWS provided a
Faculty Research Grant to document and report on her experience at perhaps the
largest encampment of indigenous peoples since the Battle of the Little Bighorn. 

(Left) Over 100 conference
attendees filled the Nelson
Gallery to hear five panelists
address the topic of “Religion
and Politics” (l. to r.): Judge
Arthur L. Rusch, South
Dakota State Senator; Rev.
Karen Soli, South Dakota
State Representative; Adam
Guthmiller, Augustana Stu-
dent Association Senator;
Matthew Schilling, Augus-
tana University Democrats;
and Kadyn Wittman, South
Dakota ACLU.

Spiritual Plains Discussed at Dakota Conference 
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The Northern Plains Peoples & Places (np3)
digital archive is undergoing continued growth.
With the addition of the final documents this
winter, the digitization initiative now focuses on
images and includes nearly 3,000 images from
the Historic Sioux Falls Slide Collection. These
relate to Sioux Falls and the surrounding area,
depicting the 1860s to 1970s and various
locations, items, personalities and events, CWS
Digital Technician Wyeth Lynch reports. They
illustrate the rich visual history of Sioux Falls and
have attracted numerous historians, authors,
interior designers, and historic building
preservation enthusiasts over the years.
Originally assembled by Dr. Gary Olson,
Professor Emeritus of History at Augustana, this
popular collection was used to launch the
Center for Western Studies’ Digital Collections
in 2013. 
The staff is working to improve the quality of

the digital files and accessibility of the data
accompanying the images as the staff and
interns migrate this material from the old CWS
Digital Collections to the new np3 database. The
current lot of 300 images available on np3
grows weekly. Images cover topics such as
military scenes, parades, local quarries, the Queen Bee Mill and other important Sioux Falls industries. An additional 2,550
images will be added over the coming year. 

Parade in downtown Sioux Falls honoring World War II Flying Ace Joe Foss, available at
Northern Plains Peoples &  Places (np3).

In Memoriam
CWS Board member Richard “Dick” Gregerson, J.D., age

84, of Sioux Falls, passed away on April 25, 2017. An attorney
with the Woods, Fuller, Shultz & Smith law firm, Dick was one
of the most influential lobbyists and policy experts in the
state and served multiple times on the city’s Charter Revision
Commission. Among Dick’s interests at CWS were the
educational supplement to the new permanent exhibit
Voices of the Northern Plains and the Boe Forum. Dick was
recognized by the University of South Dakota Law School
Student Bar Association for his contributions to the legal
profession and by Augustana University, which bestowed on
him the Alumni Achievement Award.

Dr. Elaine Nelson McIntosh, age 93, author of the 2005
CWS bestseller The Lewis and Clark Expedition: Food, Nutrition,
and Health, passed away on March 17, 2017. She was
Professor Emerita in the Department of Human Biology and
Nutritional Sciences at the University of Wisconsin at Green
Bay, where she helped develop the program in nutritional
sciences. Elaine was a member of the CWS National Advisory
Council, and her brother, Dr. V. R. Nelson, Augustana Professor
Emeritus of Physics, was a member of both the CWS Board
and Council. 

Marilyn Kratz’s article about one of the first
women pilots in the United States, Nellie Zabel
Willhite, is featured in the spring 2017 Living Here:
Southeast South Dakota and Northeast Nebraska
magazine. All six photos illustrating the article are
from the Center for Western Studies, which also
maintains a collection of Nellie’s papers.

Magazine Article Features
CWS Photos

Blair and Linda Tremere Digital Collections Initiative Update

ELCA college business officers meeting at Augustana
in April held their luncheon in the CWS galleries, where
they received a welcome from the Executive Director.
Augustana Associate Vice President for Finance Carol
Spillum arranged the national meeting.

Business Officers Lunch at CWS
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Weathered is New Art Exhibit
In South Dakota, if you don’t like our weather, wait a

minute—and it will change. In homage to the diversity
of our vacillating weather conditions, the Center for
Western Studies is proud to present the gallery exhibit
Weathered: The Northern Plains Landscape as Shaped by
the Elements. In this dynamic exhibition, twenty-two
regional artists, selected by the Board’s Art Committee,
use weather and the landscape that it has sculpted to
create work in a variety of different artistic mediums. 
They showcase how the elements have carved this

land and the impact it’s still having today. Water, wind,
and fire have all played a part in creating this place we
call the Northern Plains. Lush verdant pastures, which
inexplicably exist side-by-side with dramatic arid buttes
carved out by a force as timeless as the land itself:
weather. And tornadoes, drought, floods and wildfires
lend credence to South Dakota’s motto: the land of
infinite variety. Weathered: The Northern Plains
Landscape as Shaped by the Elements runs May 22-
August 25, 2017. The exhibit is free and open to the
public. Viewing hours are Monday-Friday 8 a.m.-5 p.m.
and the first Saturday of the month 10 a.m.-2 p.m.

The town of Spencer, SD, in the path of the May 1998 F4 tornado, is visible at
the base of the funnel in sculptor Darwin Wolf’s Twister (CWS Fine Art
Collection).

If you have not had an opportunity to visit the new permanent museum exhibit Voices on the Northern Plains or you
would simply like more information about the stories, photos, and objects on display, please consider requesting a copy
of the new 70-page exhibition catalogue. Here you will find the backstories on most of the 300 years of history and culture
in the exhibit, from the Blood Run buffalo effigy tablet to Plains Indian adaptation of Euroamerican technology, exploration
along the Missouri River by the Lewis and Clark Expedition, early transportation by steamboat and rail, pioneer settlement,
the literary re-imagining of the Northern Plains by Rölvaag, Cather, Krause, and Manfred, to the continuation of folk arts
traditions generation to generation in Norwegian, English, and Germans from Russia cultures. The full-color catalogue, with
text and photo selection by Executive Director Harry Thompson, serves as an educational supplement to the exhibit. 
Publication of the catalogue was funded by Richard “Dick” Gregerson in memory of his parents, T. J. and Harry Gregerson.

There is no charge for the catalogue, but CWS asks that requests be accompanied by $5.00 for shipping and postage.

Voices Exhibition Catalogue Now Available

More than 1,000 people from campus and the
community came to CWS in late April to select
their reading materials for the following year. At
$.50 for softcover and $1.00 for cloth, buyers took
bags and boxes of books. CWS is pleased to
collaborate with Augustana Library Associates to
bring people into the Fantle Building and share
its own books with readers of all ages.
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Weathered is New Art Exhibit
In South Dakota, if you don’t like our weather, wait a

minute—and it will change. In homage to the diversity
of our vacillating weather conditions, the Center for
Western Studies is proud to present the gallery exhibit
Weathered: The Northern Plains Landscape as Shaped by
the Elements. In this dynamic exhibition, twenty-two
regional artists, selected by the Board’s Art Committee,
use weather and the landscape that it has sculpted to
create work in a variety of different artistic mediums. 
They showcase how the elements have carved this

land and the impact it’s still having today. Water, wind,
and fire have all played a part in creating this place we
call the Northern Plains. Lush verdant pastures, which
inexplicably exist side-by-side with dramatic arid buttes
carved out by a force as timeless as the land itself:
weather. And tornadoes, drought, floods and wildfires
lend credence to South Dakota’s motto: the land of
infinite variety. Weathered: The Northern Plains
Landscape as Shaped by the Elements runs May 22-
August 25, 2017. The exhibit is free and open to the
public. Viewing hours are Monday-Friday 8 a.m.-5 p.m.
and the first Saturday of the month 10 a.m.-2 p.m.

The town of Spencer, SD, in the path of the May 1998 F4 tornado, is visible at
the base of the funnel in sculptor Darwin Wolf’s Twister (CWS Fine Art
Collection).

If you have not had an opportunity to visit the new permanent museum exhibit Voices on the Northern Plains or you
would simply like more information about the stories, photos, and objects on display, please consider requesting a copy
of the new 70-page exhibition catalogue. Here you will find the backstories on most of the 300 years of history and culture
in the exhibit, from the Blood Run buffalo effigy tablet to Plains Indian adaptation of Euroamerican technology, exploration
along the Missouri River by the Lewis and Clark Expedition, early transportation by steamboat and rail, pioneer settlement,
the literary re-imagining of the Northern Plains by Rölvaag, Cather, Krause, and Manfred, to the continuation of folk arts
traditions generation to generation in Norwegian, English, and Germans from Russia cultures. The full-color catalogue, with
text and photo selection by Executive Director Harry Thompson, serves as an educational supplement to the exhibit. 
Publication of the catalogue was funded by Richard “Dick” Gregerson in memory of his parents, T. J. and Harry Gregerson.

There is no charge for the catalogue, but CWS asks that requests be accompanied by $5.00 for shipping and postage.

Voices Exhibition Catalogue Now Available

More than 1,000 people from campus and the
community came to CWS in late April to select
their reading materials for the following year. At
$.50 for softcover and $1.00 for cloth, buyers took
bags and boxes of books. CWS is pleased to
collaborate with Augustana Library Associates to
bring people into the Fantle Building and share
its own books with readers of all ages.
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(Right) Charmaine White
Face (Zumila Wobaga) 
received the Award for
Distinguished Contribu-
tion to the Preservation of
the Cultural Heritage of
the Northern Plains at the
2017 Dakota Conference.
Presenting the award on
behalf of the Board of Di-
rectors was Stan Christo-
pherson, Chair (l.).
Charmaine, an Oglala
Lakota, is a biologist, au-
thor, environmental ac-
tivist, and founder of the
Defenders of the Black
Hills. She has appeared as a speaker on two previous occasions, invited by confer-
ence director Harry Thompson (r.)

(Above) Collections Assistant Liz Cisar (l.) stands
with award recipients of $2,000 in cash for papers
presented at last year’s Dakota Conference (l. to r.):
Miles Browne, Lillian Johnsson, Michael R. Riter, Dr.
Debbie A. Hanson (English), and John A. Little.
Awardees unable to attend this year were Brian A.
Liesinger, Brittany Cleveland, Thomas Norland,
and Cassandra Reidburn. Paper and award titles
may be found in the conference booklet mailed
earlier to members.

(Above) Augustana professors (l. to r.) Dr. Ann Ped-
erson (Religion) and Dr. Karla Abbot (Nursing),
both past CWS Board members, presented their
conference talk “Land, Religion, and the Dakota
Access Pipeline,” based on their visit to the Oceti
Sakowin Camp at Standing Rock.

(Left) Marcella LeBeau, of Eagle
Butte, told the story of the return
of the Ghost Dance Shirt to the
Wounded Knee Survivors' Associa-
tion from Glasgow, Scotland. A
member of the Two Kettle Band of
the Cheyenne Sioux Tribe, Marcella
was secretary of the association at
the time. A frequent speaker at the
conference, last year, she shared
her experiences as a First 
Lieutenant in the Army Nurse
Corps during World War II.

(Right) National Advisory Council
member, former CWS intern, and 
President of JUPER Communica-
tions in the Kansas City-St. Joseph
area, Christel Gollnick presented
the closing address at the Dakota
Conference, providing valuable in-
sight into researching and writing
church histories, drawing upon her
sometimes humorous experience
in documenting the 180th 
anniversary of Stony Point 
Presbyterian Church, in Trimble,
MO. She is co-author of Come 
Together, Think Ahead!: Inspiring
People, Organizations and 
Communities to Thrive (2015).

Continued from page 1
New Conservation Book Released

giving special attention to Colorado, Iowa,
Kansas, Minnesota, Montana, North Dakota,
South Dakota, and Wyoming. 
The volume is edited by Dr. Anthony J.

Amato, Associate Professor of Social Science
at Southwest Minnesota State University.
Dennis Anderson, Outdoors Editor and
Columnist for the Minneapolis Star-Tribune
wrote the foreword. Contributors from Min-
nesota are Anthony J. Amato, Joseph A.
Amato, and William Hoffman; and from South
Dakota, Peter Carrels and Linda Hasselstrom.
Stephen L. Eliason lives in Montana, Miles D.
Lewis in Washington, Andrea Glessner in
Kansas, Lisa Payne Ossian in Iowa, and Barry
L. Stiefel in South Carolina. Copies of the 215-
page book, featuring 16 photographs, are
available for $12.00. Member discount ap-
plies. Conservationwas released in Minnesota
on May 9 at an autograph party sponsored by
the Marshall-Lyon County Library.

A two-page spread, with photos and text, in the
2016 Augustana University Edda focuses on the
work of the Center for Western Studies to reach
out to and encourage students to learn about
the history and cultures of the Northern Plains,
especially Native American culture, as part of
their global educational experience. For the fea-
ture story, writer Carina Hofmeister (’17), a stu-
dent from Germany, interviewed an international
student from Ghana, Tracy Lindsay, and a CWS in-
tern, Thomas Norland. Both agreed on the value
of seizing the opportunity to learn about other
cultures in order to become better informed
about one’s own culture: in the words of Lindsay,
“not only to add to our wealth of knowledge but
also to engage with those cultures and appreci-
ate that culture’s contributions.”  
Hofmeister characterizes Executive Director Dr.

Harry Thompson as having “a passion for North-
ern Plains history and a sense of utter responsi-
bility for the preservation of its culture.” She
writes, quoting Thompson, “The Center for West-
ern Studies acts upon its conviction that the Na-
tive American history and culture are integral
components of the stories that comprise the
Northern Plains region of the American West.”
Hofmeister enumerates the many ways CWS pro-
motes regional studies, such as through its col-
lections, publications, faculty-student research
award, and art and museum exhibits, especially
Voices of the Northern Plains permanent exhibit. 

Augustana Yearbook 
Features CWS’s 
Multicultural Outreach

CWS Occasional Series 

CWS Board of Directors Chairman Stan Christopherson shares insights into his
brother Eugene Christopherson’s legacy as a South Dakota artist at a reception
for the exhibit, South Dakota: A Place For Us All — The Artwork of Eugene
Christopherson.

During a CWS Saturdays talk, Karen Pratt imparts valuable tips and information
for solo travelers to Norway. Thanks to Jamie Volin for suggesting Karen as a
speaker once again.

For the CWS Afternoons talk in early May, Dr. K.C. Carlson (Anthropology) spoke
about her journey over Thanksgiving Break to the Sacred Stone Camp at 
Standing Rock to bring needed supplies as winter was setting in. CWS provided a
Faculty Research Grant to document and report on her experience at perhaps the
largest encampment of indigenous peoples since the Battle of the Little Bighorn. 

(Left) Over 100 conference
attendees filled the Nelson
Gallery to hear five panelists
address the topic of “Religion
and Politics” (l. to r.): Judge
Arthur L. Rusch, South
Dakota State Senator; Rev.
Karen Soli, South Dakota
State Representative; Adam
Guthmiller, Augustana Stu-
dent Association Senator;
Matthew Schilling, Augus-
tana University Democrats;
and Kadyn Wittman, South
Dakota ACLU.

Spiritual Plains Discussed at Dakota Conference 
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CWS congratulates the 2017 Artists
of the Plains Art Show & Sale
prizewinners: front row (l. to r.): Jen-
nifer White, First Place-Two Dimen-
sional Award; Deb Gengler-Copple,
Second Place-Two Dimensional
Award; Kate Finley, Second Place-
Student Award; second row: Harry
Thompson, Executive Director; Alex
Meyer, First Place-Student Award;
Jerry Fogg, First Place-Three Di-
mensional Award; Arnold Bortnem,
Second Place-Three Dimensional
Award; and Stan Christopherson,
Chairman, Board of Directors.

Crowds enjoy the opportunity to speak to artists, such as Carol Lundeen
(l.), during the 37th Annual Artists of the Plains Art Show & Sale at the
Hilton Garden Inn in Downtown Sioux Falls. This remarkable event spon-
sored by CWS saw a large number of people turn out to purchase art-
work from 24 local and regional artists. Artists realized more than
$48,000 in sales (CWS does not accept a commission on any art sold.)

Painter Gisèle Robinson from Evanston, WY, reflects on her final
Artists of the Plains Art Show & Sale appearance. Gisèle and her
husband, Pete, have taken on the long drive to South Dakota for
25 years before making the difficult decision to retire from the
show this year.

Through this year’s Boe Forum, CWS fostered student suc-
cess and provided a distinctive and exciting educational ex-
perience for 700 Augustana students, as well as 2,500
university and community members, for a total attendance
of 3,200.  TV coverage included stories on KELOLAND and
KDLT. Suggested by Rebecca Sunde, a student member of the
CWS Boe Forum Committee, astrophysicist Neil deGrasse
Tyson was originally invited in 2014. To celebrate the science
being conducted daily in Sioux Falls at Augustana, EROS, San-
ford, and Avera, the CWS Board renewed its invitation in
2016. Just before going onstage, Board Chair Stan Christo-
pherson took the opportunity to present Dr. Tyson with the
CWS pin. The 21st Boe Forum with the Director of the Hayden
Planetarium was the most expensive forum to date, but in
keeping with the provisions of the Boe Trust, all tickets were 
issued free of charge.

Boe Forum Celebrates 
Science and Discovery 

The Center for Western Studies is pleased to acknowledge the important contributions made by retiring community and
university Board members Dr. Karla Abbott, Shon Cronk, Deb Hagemeier, and John McIntyre. Karla’s enthusiastic and ex-
tensive involvement with the Dakota Conference has been much appreciated. Her prayer before Russell Means’ talk at the
2012 conference set the tone for that address. We are pleased to acknowledge Shon Cronk’s service on the Collections Com-
mittee and his financial support of the digitization initiative, and John McIntyre’s service on the Boe Forum Committee and
his financial support of the Artists of the Plains Art Show & Sale. Without the guidance of Deb Hagemeier, Chair of the Col-
lections Committee, the Blair and Linda Tremere CWS Digital Collections Initiative would not have developed as quickly and
professionally. As Assistant Director of Mikkelsen Library, she shared her technical knowledge of electronic platforms, and in
partnership with CWS created the online collections database Northern Plains People & Places (np3).
The Center for Western Studies is also pleased to welcome the following new Board members: From the university, Busi-

ness Administration and Accounting Assistant Professor Jason Harris, attorney, faculty representative to the Boe Forum fea-
turing Robbie Bach, and CWS member; and Judith Howard, Library Media Services librarian (ret.), technical coordinator for
Dakota Conference presenters for many years, and CWS member. From the community: Stan Christopherson, counselor at
the Sioux Falls VA Medical Center (ret.), former Board member, and CWS member; and Wayne Fanebust, attorney, corporate
legal consultant, author of several history books, including Outlaw Dakota, and CWS member.

Retiring and New Board Members

Freya Simpson, Librarian at the Tripp County Library Grossenburg Memorial in Winner, SD, took the time to express her
appreciation for a complimentary copy of Little Business on the Prairie, by Dr. Robert E. Wright, Nef Family Chair in Politi-
cal Economy at Augustana. “Economic development information and the know-how for moving in the direction of ful-
fillment is much needed in our small communities.  This book will be an inspiration for entrepreneurs and risk-takers,”
she writes. If you know of a library near you that might want a free copy of Dr. Wright’s history of South Dakota’s entre-
preneurial spirit, please contact CWS.

Little Business for Libraries

February Art Show in Downtown Sioux Falls Enjoyed Warm Temps 
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Continued from page 1
CWS-sponsored Research on Sacred Stone Camp and Medical Practice 

A new exhibit of photographs from the Blue Cloud
Abbey-American Indian Culture Research Center (AICRC) Col-
lection is on display in the Elmen Gallery of the Fantle Build-
ing through August. CWS received the research collections of
the AICRC, including art, artifacts, library materials and photo-
graphs, in 2012 when the abbey closed. They document the
work of the Benedictine missionaries with the tribes of the
Dakotas since the 1870s, particularly in the areas of educa-
tion and spiritual guidance. The exhibit presents a mere peek
at the nearly 85,000-item image collection, highlighting its
potential for scholarly, genealogical, and artistic pursuits. An
example is this image  depicting a boy working in a shoe
shop at Marty, SD, on the Yankton Reservation in 1956. 

In conjunction with the recently concluded Dakota Con-
ference on religion and spirituality, the Native-inspired vest-
ments of Father Stan, founder of the AICRC and passionate
supporter of Indian culture, are also currently on display. Col-
lections Assistant Liz Cisar has assembled a slide show and
talk highlighting some of the photographic treasures in this
collection. Contact Liz by calling CWS if your group would
like to see her presentation.

Dr. Ly-Donovan reports the following: “By examining
collections pertaining to the development and insti-
tutionalization of the voluntary physician’s association
in the State of South Dakota, we were hoping to find
data on how institutional structures evolved, and ad-
ditionally, whether the South Dakota State Medical As-
sociation (SDSMA) acknowledged, represented, or
engaged with particular groups during this process. In
particular, our central concerns dealt with questions
such as: What goals, approaches, practices, or beliefs
were evoked during the development of the SDSMA?
Did the governing body deal with specific questions
pertaining to medicine and health of particular de-
mographic groups (or potential patients lived experi-
ences)?”  
Examination of the documents housed at CWS led

the research team to several conclusions, such as the
following: “While the SDSMA showed strong involve-
ment in legislation affecting the practice of allopathic
medicine in South Dakota, no mention of any major
Native American health initiatives were seen, even
during periods of significance to Native American
health, such as the formation of the Indian Health
Services.” 
Additional research sponsored and funded by CWS

includes interviews with over thirty World War II vet-
erans, conducted by SDSU Professor Emeritus Dr. John
E. Miller, now housed in the CWS archives, the first
business history of the state of South Dakota by Au-
gustana Nef Family Chair of Political Economy Dr.
Robert E. Wright, published by CWS as Little Business
on the Prairie, and an introduction by Dr. Patrick Hicks
(English) to the reprint of Herbert Krause’s The
Thresher, to be published later this year, based on
Hicks’ research using the Krause Papers at CWS and
travels to the Krause family farm. From its very begin-
nings, CWS was conceived as a research and publish-
ing agency, and now, boosted by significant
endowment growth, the Center is able to fund re-
search by Augustana faculty and students and schol-
ars from other institutions.

2

Sociology assistant professor Dr. Carolyn Ly-Donovan gives an overview of
her work on the priorities of the South Dakota State Medical Association
from its beginning until 1960, based on research she and her students con-
ducted in the CWS archives and sponsored by a CWS Faculty-Student Re-
search Grant.

Students (l. to r.) Reed Ritterbusch, Dan Schmidtman, and Evan Meyer each
presented his CWS-sponsored research under the direction of Dr. Carolyn
Ly-Donovan at the Dakota Conference.

New Exhibit Features Blue Cloud Abbey Photos 

A dozen artifacts from the Blue Cloud Abbey-American
Indian Culture Research Center Collection at the Center
for Western Studies are currently on loan to Bramble Park
Zoo in Watertown, SD, for a new exhibit scheduled to open
June 17.
The exhibit is an exploration of Dakota Sioux culture,

with a special focus on their connections with the animal
world. Artifacts loaned from CWS include a headdress, tur-
tle fetishes, arrowheads, stone tools, and Catlinite pipe
bowls carved with buffalo effigies. The exhibit, which also
features images from the Episcopal Diocese of South
Dakota archives at CWS, will be on display inside the zoo’s
Discovery Center through spring 2020.  
Several artifacts from the Blue Cloud Abbey Collection

are already featured in the Voices of the Northern Plains ex-
hibit in the Fantle Building. But this collaboration with
Bramble Park Zoo has provided a wonderful opportunity
to exhibit portions of the collection in closer proximity to
their original home in Marvin, SD. The collection came to
CWS during the winter of 2012-2013 following the closure
of Blue Cloud Abbey and its on-site museum, the Ameri-
can Indian Culture Research Center.
The loan was greatly facilitated by the inclusion of pho-

tographs and descriptive information for nearly 600 arti-
facts from the collection within the original CWS Digital
Collections hosted by PastPerfect-Online (cws.pastper-
fect-online.com/). Plans are in motion to migrate this ma-
terial to the new Northern Plains Peoples & Places (np3)
database, so all the Center’s digital archives can be easily
searched in one location.

Throughout the 2016-2017 academic year, Noah Sundstrom has served
on the staff at CWS as a Mildred White Intern. A junior from Harrisburg,
SD, he is studying philosophy at Augustana and later plans to attend
graduate school. His projects at CWS have included updating collections
information on the CWS web-site, assisting with maintenance of the
Krause Library, and processing new material transferred to the Augus-
tana University archives from various offices on campus. He is currently
working on a new exhibit about Sioux Falls inventor and philanthropist
Thomas Fawick to complete his internship in Northern Plains Studies.

Artifacts Return Temporarily to Northeast Corner of the State

From time to time, CWS receives requests to reprint essays and chapters from previous publications, or entire books.
In October we were asked by Layman Poupard Publishing for permission to reprint the essays “Neihardt, Momoday, and
the Art of Indian Autobiography,” by William Bloodworth, and “’Intimate Immensity’: Mythic Spaces in the Works of Laura
Ingalls Wilder,” by Delores Rosenblum, in the 1978 collection of essays Where the West Begins: Essays on Middle Border and
Siouxland Writing in Honor of Herbert Krause, edited by Arthur R. Huseboe and William Geyer. The essays will appear in the
John G. Neihardt volume in the Twentieth Century Literature Criticism series in 2017.  CWS dates its beginnings as a pub-
lisher under its own imprint from that year, which also saw the publication of Sundancing at Rosebud and Pine Ridge, by
Thomas Mails.  
Over the past few years, CWS has reprinted Fort Sisseton, by Harold Schuler, and The Quartzite Border, by Gordon

Iseminger.  A forthcoming reprint is The Thresher, by Herbert Krause, with an introduction by Writer-in-Residence Patrick
Hicks. The Center for Western Studies through Augustana University holds the literary rights to all of Krause’s works.

South Carolina Publisher Reprints Neihardt and Wilder Essays
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. . . the essayists in this volume will help readers understand the vitality and potential of one of
North America’s most distinctive and productive landscapes. 

— Greg Breining, author of Wild Shore and Paddle North

Conservation on the Northern Plains: New Perspectives, the inaugural volume in the CWS
Public Affairs Series, challenges widespread assumptions about people and nature, re-
framing understandings of both in the process. In eleven essays, ten authors trek across the
Plains to find the people, places, and stories that define conservation. In addressing con-
servation’s reach, the authors reflect on the ordinary, the extraordinary, and the spaces in
between, covering species ranging from horses to honeybees and from pheasants to
wolves. Each essay is a call to revisit conservation and re-engage in discussions of use and
the environment. This collection tackles conservation issues in eight states and Canada,

Improving the quality of social and cultural life in the
Northern Plains . . . achieving a better understanding of the
region, its heritage, and its resources . . . and stimulating 
interest in the solution to regional problems. 
(CWS Constitution)

Check Out our Events Calendar Online or Call CWS
Please visit us online at augie.edu/CWS or on Facebook and Twitter to be sure you don’t miss any CWS events.  New
offerings in the CWS Occasional Series—CWS Afternoons, CWS After Hours, and CWS Saturdays—are posted online.
In addition, CWS galleries will be open the first Saturday of each month, 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

CWS Sponsors Northern Plains Research 
Two examples of recent CWS-sponsored research were showcased at this year’s Dakota

Conference in April. Dr. Kristen “K.C.” Carlson, Assistant Professor of Anthropology at Augus-
tana, had already planned to take needed supplies to the Sacred Stone Camp at Standing Rock
Reservation over Thanksgiving Break in November 2016. Recognizing this as a unique oppor-
tunity for others to learn about the spiritual dimensions of the concern expressed by the “Water
Protectors,” Executive Director Dr. Harry Thompson visited with Dr. Carlson and encouraged
her to apply for a CWS Faculty Research Grant to assist in documenting her journey and to pro-
vide a report of her experience. Carlson presented her research in the May "CWS Afternoons"
segment of the Occasional Series: “Standing Rock: Native Rights and Environmental Steward-
ship.” One of her students, Tressa Munger, presented Carlson’s slide show earlier at the Dakota
Conference.  
Dr. Carlson’s research focuses on paleoenvironmental reconstruction through the use of

stable isotopes and trace elements, as found in Paleoindian bison kills in North America. She
has also studied bison herd manipulation and drive lane construction for bison jumps using
GIS analysis.  
A recipient of a 2016 Center for Western Studies Faculty-Student Research Grant, Assistant

Professor of Sociology and a Faculty Fellow of the Yale Center for Cultural Sociology, Dr. Carolyn
Ly-Donovan and three of her students presented a report on their research entitled “Organi-
zational Priorities of the South Dakota State Medical Association, 1882-1960.”  The student re-

searchers—Dan Schmidtman, Evan Meyer, and Reed Ritterbusch—are Augustana pre-med students. In their presentations,
they noted the need to develop a different set of skills than the scientific analysis with which they are familiar, such as an
awareness of cultural context necessary to decipher historical documents.
In her research, Dr. Ly-Donovan engages with the role of social categorizations like race, ethnicity, gender, and class within

various social institutions and structures, so the opportunity afforded by the records of the state’s medical association pro-
vides a unique opportunity to focus her attention and that of her students on the Northern Plains. In her project summary,

New Conservation Book Released

Dr. K.C. Carlson (Anthropology)
documented her journey to Sa-
cred Stone Camp on the
Standing Rock Reservation
with a CWS Faculty Research
Grant.

Continued on page 9

Continued on page 7

Symphony Orchestra Archives Endowment
Thanks especially to the foresight of Kent Scribner and Jack and Linda Stengel, South Dakota Symphony Orchestra
supporters completed a $25,000 named endowment at Augustana to support the housing and administration by
CWS of the SDSO archives in preparation for the orchestra’s forthcoming centennial observance.


